PT6(11)013 rev 3
Questionnaire on 
the implementation of ERC REC 31-04 on the

Harmonised CEPT Examination Procedures for the Short Range Certificate (SRC) for non-SOLAS vessels
To all CEPT administrations:

In order to collect information from European countries, CEPT FM PT46 decided to make a questionnaire to CEPT Administrations on the implementation of ERC REC 31-04.

This questionnaire is formulated to examine the implementation of the ERC REC 31-04 in all CEPT administrations. 
An existing indication of ERC REC 31-04 implementation is on the ERO website at www.erodocdb.dk/doks/implement_doc_adm.aspx?docid=1616.

This has been found to be incorrect in some instances.

Please, send the completed questionnaire to ECO by 14 March 2011, at the latest, by e-mail to Mrs. Susanne Have: Have@ero.dk 



Replies have been received from the following (29) countries: Albania, Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom.
If you implemented ERC REC 31-04, edition of October 2009, please answer the following questions: 

General Comments:

Estonia:

Implementation of ERC REC 31-04 in Estonia is under consideration.

Lithuania:

Not implemented – planned.
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia:

We have no maritime applications.

Norway:

Norway have not implemented ERC REC 31-04, edition of October 2009

Slovenia:

As Slovenia didn’t implement ERC REC 31-04 we answered only to question No. 7. But we do have in our Rules on Ranks and Certificates of Seafarers prescribed examination for "GMDSS restricted/general operator" according to STCW Convention.

Spain:
The implementation by Spain of this Recommendation is pending.
	1.
Do you have a practical test?



	Austria
	Yes

	Belgium
	Yes, organised by the formation centre.

	Czech Republic
	Currently the applicants do not pass directly a practical test. But during the training course they carry out specific tasks with radio equipment.

	Denmark
	No

	Finland
	During the examination PC-RADIO simulator is normally used.  If not, the practical test is simulated so that practical skills in accordance with ERC REC 31-04 ed. Oct 2009 can sufficiently be assessed.

As there are differences between different manufacturers and their radios, it is not possible for the administration to have only one set of VHF/DSC radio without risking the objectivity and neutrality. One the other hand it is impossible to equip all examiners with multi-set VHF/DSC radios.

All examinations are conducted/supervised on-the-spot by the administration. 

Assessment of distress and safety rules and operations is included in every examination.

	Ireland
	Yes. For the SRC in Ireland, a practical test is conducted.  The independent examiner, on a one to one basis with the candidate, conducts the practical test.  The candidate operates the radio equipment, while the examiner assesses this practical equipment operation by the candidate.

	Italy
	Yes we do.

	Luxembourg
	Yes with 4x VHFs ICOM IC-M503, 4x DSC controllers ICOM DS-100 class D, one Dummy SART and one Dummy EPIRB from Mc MURDO.

Practical Test a done on these equipments.

No NAVTEX practical tests are done.

	Norway
	No

	Poland
	No

	Slovak Republic
	No, but we are going to prepare it.

	Sweden
	YES, or a certification from a teacher that verifies that practical training has been performed during the course.

	Switzerland
	Yes, we have. The practical test lasts 20 minutes. It consists of three parts:

1. A communication with a Marina, a port or with another ship has correctly to be established (without DSC);

2. A safety or an urgency message has to be announced by DSC and the message has to be correctly transmitted in radiotelephony or a Telemedical advice connection has to be established with DSC and radiotelephony or an urgency alert and message has to be cancelled;

3. A distress alert has to be sent out followed by the correct distress call and message after the receipt of an acknowledgement or a false distress alert has correctly to be cancelled

	Turkey
	Not applicable

	United Kingdom
	Yes


	2. 
Must your practical test use interconnected radio equipment (non-radiating)?



	Austria
	Yes

	Belgium
	N/A

	Czech Republic
	Appropriate parts of units are interconnected by cable (i.e. data exchange trough cable, not via 2-way RF TX/RX communication

	Denmark
	NA

	Finland
	Not mandatory

	Ireland
	Yes, interconnected VHF DSC radios (non radiating - 2 units) are used, in conjunction with EPIRB, VHF handheld, SART, and NAVTEX, for the practical independent examination.

	Italy
	For our examination procedures we use interconnected radio equipment (non-radiating) is not compulsory for the training schools, they may use else the radio simulator.

	Luxembourg
	Yes interconnected by cable with on a minimum reduced power

	Norway
	-

	Poland
	No

	Slovak Republic
	We suppose that our practical test will use interconnected radio equipment.

	Sweden
	NO, we always uses radiating/transmitting equipment

	Switzerland
	No, we use simulator programs. The candidate shall perform the exercise like he would be the responsible person for radio communications on the ship and how he should do it in reality on a ship.

	Turkey
	Not applicable

	United Kingdom
	Yes


	3.
Do you have assessed practical training?



	Austria
	Yes

	Belgium
	Yes, at least 4 hours of practical training is compulsory (+ 4 hours theory). The formation centre has to check the level of the candidate before awarding a 
certificate.  If the formation centre is not acknowledged by BIPT the certificate is invalid.

	Czech Republic
	Yes, CTO has a possibility to assess the practical course in cooperation with Ministry of Transport.

	Denmark
	No

	Finland
	Training is not under the legal supervision of administration, (the examination, however, will disclose poor-quality course).

	Ireland
	Yes, candidates take a course normally, with one of thirty approved course providers for the SRC. An independent examiner who is not the course provider then conducts the examination for the SRC. The candidate is tested in the practical examination on their ability to operate the radio equipment.

	Italy
	Not yet, but we are looking for that.

	Luxembourg
	Yes I have a Luxembourgish and a UK LRC (trying to have GOC too if time affords).The other examiners from the exam commission have international GOC.

	Norway
	Yes

	Poland
	No

	Slovak Republic
	No, we do not yet.

	Sweden
	YES/NO, there is no requirements of having practical training otherwise than the test/certification in question no 1 above.

	Switzerland
	The training in Switzerland is offered by private course providers only which also do practical training with their candidates. But it does not include an assessment in the sense of an examination performed by the course provider. (Not allowed in Switzerland).

	Turkey
	Not applicable

	United Kingdom
	All on site practical assessment is considered “practical assessment” rather than training. Training occurs prior to arrival at the assessment day.


	4.
Must your assessed practical training use interconnected radio equipment (non-radiating)?



	Austria
	Yes

	Belgium
	Yes, the equipment is also checked by BIPT, it is also allowed to use a simulator.

	Czech Republic
	Yes, the same conditions as described under question 2) apply. 

	Denmark
	NA

	Finland
	See above

	Ireland
	The course assessment is made by a separate examination not involving the course provider or instructor (except for the radio logbook exercise (part A), below). The examination consists of:

A). Radio communication and logbook. (The course instructor assesses this element during the radio course). The forms, log-sheets etc. are passed to the examiner for review during the independent examination:

B). Written examination, two papers; paper one, radio rules and regulations, and paper two, safety of life at sea. These are corrected and marked by the independent examiner.

C) Practical radio operation. This is carried out on a one to one basis with the candidate by the independent examiner.

The independent examiner then marks the examination.  They also forward all examination documentation to the Department of Transport for filing and the issue of certificates of competency to successful candidates.

	Italy
	At present it is not necessary.

	Luxembourg
	Yes, necessary to do the communications between two stations

	Norway
	We require “live” training.  The training includes communication with the coast station on real equipment

	Poland
	No

	Slovak Republic
	We suppose that our assessed practical training will use interconnected radio equipment.

	Sweden
	No

	Switzerland
	The Swiss OFCOM does not regulate the training, the way how they do it is left to the course providers. But their aim is that their candidates success at the examination. They know what the examination requirements are. Our examination syllabus corresponds with ERC REC 31-04 and is written down in examination prescriptions.

	Turkey
	Not applicable

	United Kingdom
	As stated above all practical assessment is deemed to be part of assessment rather than training. Assessment does use interconnected radio equipment.


	5. 
Is the examiner independent from the course provider?



	Austria
	Yes

	Belgium
	Yes, the BIPT administration is responsible for holding the exam.

	Czech Republic
	Only applicant having written confirmation (of-course without result of practical test for the time being) of participation of the SRC Training Course provided by Training Centre accredited by the Ministry of Transport is eligible to pass the “theoretical” examination. The Czech Telecommunication Office is authorised for carrying out this examination (and issuing the certificates) in accordance with the national legislation. Both subjects involved are completely independent. 

	Denmark
	NA

	Finland
	Yes (always from the administration)

	Ireland
	Yes, the examiner is independent of the course provider instructor.

	Italy
	Yes it is.

	Luxembourg
	Yes, the courses are done by the yachting clubs

Members from the commission designated by the ILR are doing the examinations

The members from the exam commission are independent from the yachting clubs

They are paid by the ILR, not by the clubs and not by the candidates.

	Norway
	Yes

	Poland
	Yes

	Slovak Republic
	Yes, the examiner is independent from the course provider.


	Sweden
	Yes, always.

	Switzerland
	Yes, course providers are private, the examiners are employees of OFCOM, fully independent from the course providers.

	Turkey
	Not applicable

	United Kingdom
	Learning is done prior to the course via materials being provided to the candidate in advance of attendance. The assessor spends the day carrying out both theoretical and practical assessment. There is no “course provider” as digestion of the course material is carried out prior to arrival,.


	6.
Do you have a quality assurance process? 



	Austria
	Yes

	Belgium
	The formation centre and the process are checked from time to time.

	Czech Republic
	Not yet, but we are going to do it.

	Denmark
	Yes

	Finland
	Yes (although it is not a legal requirement for an administration)

	Ireland
	Yes, a quality assurance procedure is carried out regularly on all SRC radio courses, provider-instructors’, and on all independent SRC radio examiners. The Maritime Radio Affairs Unit, Department of Transport, does this.

	Italy
	Not yet, but we are looking for that.

	Luxembourg
	ILR has convened an independent exam commission where one issued from the ILR is the chairman and 3 other members are composed by people of different Luxembourgish Administrations and Organisations dealing with the maritime sector in Luxembourg. All the examiners have GOC, except one (only LRC). Each exam is corrected by two examiners issued from this commission. Of course the commission has to report to the ILR of the outcome of the examination. Taking into consideration the result of this exam, the ILR is issuing the certificates to the different concerned people.

	Norway
	Yes

	Poland
	Yes, by Polish Centre for Testing and Certification PN-EN ISO 9001:2001

	Slovak Republic
	Yes, we have a quality assurance process.


	Sweden
	YES, but only through the process that has been performed when approving the tests used by the examinators.

	Switzerland
	In the following sense we could say yes, in a way:

The course providers educate the candidates, we are performing the examinations.

We do not have a direct influence on the course providers. But we inform them if the success of most of their candidates on the examinations is less than 70 percent.

	Turkey
	Not applicable

	United Kingdom
	Yes


	7.
If you have not implemented ERC REC 31-04, edition of October 2009:

 
Do you accept an SRC from another CEPT Administration?

	Albania
	YES, as it is recommended, administrations mutually recognize each other's certificates when these are issued in accordance with ITU Radio Regulations Resolution 343 and the Annex of the ERC REC 31-04.

Even if AKEP has not implemented yet this recommendation, SRC from other CEPT Administrations will be accepted as well. 

	Austria
	-

	Belgium
	N/A

	Croatia
	Yes

	Czech Republic
	Implementation is planned. Yes, the Czech Administration accepts SRC issued by other Administrations pursuant to Radio Regulations and REC 31-04. 

	Denmark
	We have implemented 31-04 and accept SRC from other administrations in accordance with ITU Radio Regulations. 

	Finland
	Finland has implemented October 2009 edition.

Finland accepts directly another CEPT SRC (this was also the original purpose at the time when SRC and LRC were created). When needed, it is the aim to make sure that holders of foreign certificates become aware of any national procedures which may deviate from practises in other countries. For example:

· how coast radio network operates in Finland

· national VHF channel usage

	France
	Yes

	Germany
	If the examination requirements are comparable to our national examination requirements, we accept an SRC from another administration to be valid for operating a ship station on board a ship flying the German flag..

	Ireland
	Does not apply. ERC REC 31-04 is implemented in full.

	Italy
	Yes, we are implemented ERC REC 31-04 (edition October 2009) and we accept an SRC and LRC from another CEPT Administration.

	Latvia
	Yes

	Lithuania
	Yes

	Luxembourg
	We have implemented ERC REC 31-04.

We accept SRC issued in conformity to ERC REC 31-04 from other CEPT Administrations as well as SRC issued in conformity to ITU regulations (Art. 47 and resolution 343)

	Norway
	Yes

	Poland
	Implementation status: Yes, 1 September 2009.

	Portugal
	No

	Romania
	Yes, if the certificate bear a reference to the ITU Radio Regulations and to ERC REC 31-04, edition of October 2009.

	Slovenia
	Yes

	Sweden
	YES, we always accepts SRC issued later than 15th of October 1999 no matter where it comes from as long as it states that it is a SRC that refers to at least WRC-97.

	Switzerland
	Switzerland has implemented ERC REC 31-04 of October 2009.

	Turkey
	No

	United Kingdom
	We have adopted ERC REC 31-04 but also accept SRC from other CEPT administrations.


	8. 
If you want to provide us with any other information or comments, directly or indirectly related to the previous questions, please do so.

	Albania
	AKEP has published the relevant regulations “On Issuing the license for ship radio”   and “On Issuing the certificate of competence for GMDSS radio operators” (you can find the links below) and operates according to their articles.

REGULATION ON ISSUING THE LICENSE FOR SHIP RADIO STATIONS
ON ISSUING THE CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCE FOR GMDSS RADIO OPERATOR
The implementation of the ERC REC 31-04 is under study because it may lead to amendments of these regulations or AKEP will come out with a new regulation according to Non-SOLAS vessels only.

For any further change regarding this implementation You will be informed in advance.

	Austria
	The Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology got the confidential information concerning an Austrian company “selling directly” SRC issued by the UK Royal Yacht Association (RYA).

The training is carried out in German language and afterwards a written test in very basic English has to be passed. The instructor and the examiner is one and the same person.

Austria is the opinion that SRC certificates by the RYA are not conform with the current CEPT/ERC/REC 31-04 and will be not accepted as full SRC in case of wishing an upgrade from an RYA SRC to an Austrian LRC. We will require an additional test for holder of RYA SRC.

The RYA should cease activities in AUT.

	Cyprus
	In the Republic of Cyprus, the Department of Merchant Shipping (DMS), Ministry of Communications and Works ist he responsible entity fort he implementation of the ERC REC 31-04. The said Recommendation has not been implemented. However, the DMS accepts an SRC from another CEPT Administration. 

	Denmark
	Our SRC exam is a written multiple choice exam with 47 questions and a duration of maximum 75 minutes. 

The requirements to pass the exam are, that

· at least 10 out of 12 questions about distress, urgency and safety without DSC, 

· at least 6 out of 7 questions about distress, urgency and safety with DSC,

· at least 5 out of 8 questions about EPIRB, SART and NAVTEX and

· at least 15 out of 20 general questions shall be correct answered.

	Finland
	During the examination PC-RADIO simulator is normally used.  If not, the practical test is simulated so that practical skills in accordance with ERC REC 31-04 ed. Oct 2009 can sufficiently be assessed.

As there are differences between different manufacturers and their radios, it is not possible for the administration to have only one set of VHF/DSC radio without risking the objectivity and neutrality. One the other hand it is impossible to equip all examiners with multi-set VHF/DSC radios.

All examinations are conducted/supervised on-the-spot by the administration. 

Assessment of distress and safety rules and operations is included in every examination.

	Germany
	Because of the mechanism of mutual recognition of SRCs which administrations have been issuing under ERC REC 31-04, and the interpretation differences regarding examination requirements perceived, we have been reluctant to officially implement ERC REC 31-04, in the Nicosia version of 1994 as well as in the present version of October 2009. If in fact there are comparable examination practices and requirements under ERC REC 31-04 (which to find out may be the intent of this questionnaire), we would be happy to officially implement ERC REC 31-04 and recognize equivalent certificates which have been issued from then on.

To give some more information about the situation in Germany, the a.m. questions 1 to 6 will be answered accordingly as follows:
1. Yes, we have a practical test.

2. Yes, the test must use interconnected radio equipment or a qualified simulator program which has full functionality of interconnected radios. 

3. Not as an examination situation. Training is not regulated in Germany.

4. See answer to question 3.

5. Yes. In every examination there is an examination board which consists of duly authorized examiners who have not trained the examinees. Authorization to work as an examiner has to be renewed every other year by the Federal Ministry of Transport. Practical tests are being performed by two examiners.

6. Yes. Examinations are under supervisory control of the Federal Ministry of Transport. Furthermore, the Joint Office of both national federations which have been legally commissioned to conduct examinations is reporting statistical figures annually. Independent from this administrative supervision, the Joint Office has implemented an own quality management system and is certified in compliance with ISO 9001.

	Hungary
	According to the Hungarian legislation the SRC education and examination has not been implemented, yet. Radio operators of non-SOLAS vessels must acquire Restricted Operator’s Certificate. SRC and LRC training and examination has already examined, and implementation has been considered, but not entered into force. Hungary is to introduce it in the near future. 

	Ireland
	No. If, however, further information is required, the representative at CEPT FM PT46 for Ireland can be contacted.

	Italy
	No comment.

	Latvia
	Edition of October 2009 is under study. Currently in force 1994 edition and answers were as follows:

1. Do you have a practical test? YES
2. Must your practical test use interconnected radio equipment (non-radiating)? YES
3. Do you have assessed practical training? YES
4. Must your assessed practical training use interconnected radio equipment (non-radiating)? YES
5. Is the examiner independent from the course provider? YES
6. Do you have a quality assurance process? YES

	Lithuania
	Organization responsible for radio operator’s certification: 

Lithuanian Maritime Safety Administration, www.msa.lt 

	Luxembourg
	We have about 30 candidates per year for the SRC. The exam is organised once a   year. We have problems to get sufficient candidates for LRC examination.

	Poland
	There is no additional information (no comment).

	Portugal
	ERC REC 31-04 (ed. October 2009) is under internal evaluation.

	Romania
	Romanian Administration intends to implement in the national regulation the SRC in the near future.

	Switzerland
	In our opinion ERC REC 31-04 containing the examination syllabus is fully sufficient to perform examinations for people who do operate radio equipment on ships where such equipment is not mandatory. It is therefore not necessary to work out training requirements for SRC and LRC courses.

The examination authority should only judge if the candidate meets the requirements of the examination sufficiently and should not judge the way how he was educated. In Switzerland there are, additionally to candidates who followed a course with education in groups, more and more candidates which educate themselves by means of excellently worked out learning programs on CD or DVD or by learning programs available against payment on Internet. Training requirements could block out possible ways of modern education.

But the examination authority should clearly inform maritime "stakeholders" about the examination requirements.

	Turkey
	No

	United Kingdom
	Nil


