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Over the preceding Working Party 5B meetings there have been input and preliminary discussions on further revisions to M.493. At the last meeting consensus could not be reached in the time available and it was agreed to carry over a number of documents from that meeting and the previous WP5B meeting. At this meeting further input was received and some of these inputs proposed more extensive revisions, to M.493, than in the documents that had been carried forward.
The maritime group therefore agreed that it was unlikely that progress could be made, particularly where some inputs made proposals that went further than previous inputs on the subject and where the views of other organisations would be required. In addition that, procedurally, any review could not be progressed as the two year period between reviews had not yet expired. The group further agreed on a work plan to address M.493.
Work Plan:
· To establish the applicability of M.493 through a review of current practise in both SOLAS and non SOLAS shipping, technologies available and how it fits in the future maritime environment.
· Clarify the link with other ITU-R Recommendations (i.e. M.585, M.541) and ensure compliance with the Radio Regulations.
· Where established that a revision to the Recommendation is required, ensure that any review does not compromise existing regulations (i.e. GMDSS).
· Review the linkage to existing IMO Resolutions A.803, A.804 and A.806
	-	Address guidance from IMO to ITU that has been given in the past.
· Solicit views and input from IMO, liaise with all contributing organisations; IMO, IEC, IALA, CIRM.
· Finally agree a definitive position on M.493 and inform IMO.

Milestones:
Working Party 5B 7th meeting June 2011
–	ITU should announce to organisations that this specific review is to start.
–	Review and revise Work Plan.
Working Party 5B 8th meeting November 2011
–	Consolidate inputs and produce a working output document indicating the process of changes and request information from relevant organisations on specific inconsistencies identified.
–	Review and revise Work Plan.
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–	Request views from IMO on the output from the 8th (Nov 2011) WP5B meeting
Working Party 5B 9th meeting May/June 2012
–	Review responses from those organisations that have been engaged with, where results from IMO, in respect of scoping of GMDSS, will be relevant
–	Review status of current work, and re-engage with identified organisations
–	Review and revise Work Plan.
IMO COMSAR #17 Early 2013
–	Substantive airing of the results of ITU
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