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Summary of answers: 
The questionnaire on Personal Locater Beacons (PLB) was sent out by e-mail on 15 April 2009.  ECO received the following answers (21 countries):
The questionnaire was sent out again by e-mail on 4 October 2010. ECO received the following new answers (7 countries new countries and 2 updates from countries who earlier replied to the questionnaire).
Information from Turkey has been inserted on 14 June 2011.
	
	


	1. Name of Administrations/Country  

	Albania, Austria, Belgium (BIPT), Croatia, Czech Republic (Czech Telecommunications Office), Denmark (National ITU and Telecom Agency), Estonia, Finland (the FICORA), France (ANFR), Georgia (Georgian National Communications Commission (GNCC)), Germany (Federal Networg Agency), Greece, Iceland (Post- and Telecom Administration (PTA), Ireland (Commission for Communications Regulation), Lithuania (Communications Regulatory Authority of the Republic of Lithuania),  Malta (Malta Communication Authority), Moldova (Republic of), Montenegro (Agency for electronic communications and postal services of Montenegro), Netherlands (Radiocommunications Agency Netherlands/Ministry of Economic Affairs), Norway (Norwegian Post and Telecommunications Authority), Poland, Portugal, Romania (ANCOM), Slovak Republic (Telecommunications Office of the Slovak Republic), Spain (Spanish Telecommunication Administration), Sweden (<Post and Telecom Agency), Switzerland (OFCOM), Turkey and United Kingdom (The Maritime and Coastguard Agency, United Kingdom, previously known as the UK 406 MHz EPIRB Registry in association with the UK MCC (for aircraft) register PLBs)
Replies received from 24 countries 


	2.  Is the possession and use of 406 MHz PLB allowed in your country?  

	YES

	Albania
	

	Austria
	

	Belgium
	

	Croatia
	

	Estonia
	Yes, but usage is not yet regulated

	Finland
	

	France
	

	Georgia
	

	Ireland
	

	Lithuania
	

	Moldova
	

	Montenegro
	

	Netherlands
	

	Norway
	

	Poland
	

	Portugal
	

	Romania
	

	Spain
	

	Sweden
	

	Switzerland
	

	Turkey
	

	United Kingdom
	

	NO

	Czech Republic
	Possession of 406 MHz PBL is not forbidden, but its use is not allowed

	Germany
	

	Malta
	However, a policy on the possession and use of 406 MHz PLBs is currently being devised

	Slovak Republic
	Not yet. It is under consideration

	Comments

	Denmark
	The possession of any kind of equipment (including PLB’s) is allowed in Denmark. The use of PLB’s is not allowed in Denmark. It is not possible to obtain a licence for PLB-use.

According to information from the Danish Maritime Authority PLB equipment may be used on board Danish vessels as EPIRB’s with MMSI as identification (and included in the Ship Station Licence).

PLB is allowed in Greenland under legislation of their home rule.

	Greece
	Under examination

	Iceland
	PLB's have not yet been authorized for personal use in Iceland. People can hire PLB's from ICE-SAR  (Slysavarnarfélagið Landsbjörg, ICE-SAR The Icelandic Association for Search And Rescue).  Temporary licences are also granted to visitors (PLB's registered in other countries).


	3. If allowed, for what purpose? (land, vessel, aircraft, others? …what?)  

	Albania
	Land, vessel and aircraft

	Belgium
	The PLB is linked to one person. The use made by this person is not controlled. A PLB is never linked to a ship or an airplane.

	Croatia
	No purpose specified

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Estonia
	Not yet decided

	Finland
	ALL

	France
	ALL (but under different conditions of authorization) 

	Georgia
	For all rescue purposes (Land, vessels, aircraft)

	Greece
	Under examination

	Iceland
	Land

	Ireland
	On the person

	Lithuania
	All

	Malta
	N.A

	Moldova
	In accordance with Radio Regulations, especially for ships

	Netherlands
	PFB use on waterways

	Norway
	The PLB is regarded as personal and may be used on land, on ships, in aircrafts, etc., However, taking such equipment on board a vehicle, is subject to the approval of the master of the vehicle.  And the PLB is of course programmed with the person's identity and not the identity of the vehicle.

	Poland
	406 MHz PLB’s are allowed for personal use in Poland on land, in aircraft and at sea. 

	Portugal
	For maritime use on recreational crafts and small fishing vessels (<14m); in these cases the beacon is registered as equipment of the vessel concerned.

	Romania
	Only on land

	Slovak Republic
	We consider to use PLB for all cases (land mobile, hiking, hunting, fishing, boating, airport…)

	Spain
	Vessels

	Sweden
	All

	Switzerland
	Every purpose

	Turkey
	All

	United Kingdom
	Vessels, and in general as a voluntary aid primarily on light aircraft


	
	

	4. Is a license for 406 MHz PLB required? 



	YES 

	Albania
	

	Austria
	

	Belgium
	

	Estonia
	Yes

	Finland
	

	France
	A licence is required only for “maritime” PLBs coded with an MMSI (see part 6 of the questionnaire)

	Georgia
	No

	Greece
	Under examination

	Iceland
	

	Moldova
	

	Netherlands
	

	Norway
	

	Poland
	

	Portugal
	For use on board of vessels

	Romania
	

	Slovak Republic
	

	Spain
	

	Switzerland
	No, but PLB have to be registered

	United Kingdom
	Yes.  A ship radio licence is required for PLBs on vessels.  An aircraft radio licence is required for a PLBs on aircraft.

	NO

	Croatia
	No individual license. General license issued.

	
	

	Lithuania
	

	Montenegro
	No, they are on Free circulation, Use and Exemption from Individual Licensing regime

	Sweden
	

	Comments

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Germany
	N.A

	Ireland
	No, 406 MHz PLBs are licence exempt under S.I. Exemption Order 290 of 2010

	Malta
	N.A.

	Turkey
	Under examination


	5. Is an operator’s certificate required?  

	Yes

	Albania
	

	Moldova
	

	Netherlands
	

	Portugal
	

	Spain
	

	United Kingdom
	It is a condition of both the ship and aircraft radio licences respectively that apparatus may only operated by those who hold an appropriate operator certificate.  However, in an emergency (where there is a risk to life), anyone may operate radio equipment to summon assistance.

	No

	Austria
	

	Belgium
	

	Croatia
	

	Finland
	

	France
	

	Georgia
	

	Iceland
	

	Ireland
	

	Lithuania
	

	Norway
	

	Poland
	

	Romania
	

	Slovak Republic
	

	Sweden
	

	Switzerland
	No

	Comments

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Estonia
	Not yet decided

	Germany
	N.A.

	Greece
	Under examination

	Malta
	N.A.

	Montenegro
	It has not been regulated yet

	Turkey
	Under examination


	6. Any other useful additional information or remarks?  

	Austria
	http://www.bmvit.gv.at/telekommunikation/bekanntmachung/formulare/downloads/plb406.pdf

	Czech Republic
	Due to 100% GSM coverage the PLBs are considered by the representatives of the National Integrated Emergency System (IZS) as unnecessary.
Note: IZS by definition is efficient system of relations and regulations for cooperation and coordination of rescue and security units, bodies of state administration and local governments, physical and juridical persons during commonly ensured distress and relief operations and preparations to extraordinary events. IZS was established and is functioning on basis of the Act No. 239/2000 Col.

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Estonia
	Search of lost persons in Estonian search and rescue responsibility area behind in competence Estonian Police and Border Guard Board, based on subsection 3 (1) 3) of Law of Police and Border Guard decided  6th of May 2009.

	Finland
	Annual frequency fee is collected (~20€)

	France
	A PLB which is COSPAS-SARSAT type-approved, notified under the R&TTE directive in accordance with ETSI or RTCM standard,  able to float by itself and fitted with a GNSS device is considered as a “maritime PLB”: a licence and an MMSI will be issued. 
For the time being, only a few “maritime” models have been authorized.

The other PLBs must be coded with their serial number and registered by the French Cospas-Sarsat Mission Control Centre.

	Georgia
	License issuer (registration and etc) is a subject for supplementary studies

	Germany
	Usage of equipment placed on the market as PLB is only allowed after conversion to an EPIRB-like device by entering an MMSI. In official language use, it is not denominated as “PLB”.

Such equipment is only authorized for maritime usage on board German vessels which are not under IMO carriage requirement or for usage as additional equipment on board vessels under IMO carriage requirement. Such equipment has to be programmed with an MMSI. Other codings (e.g. serial number) are not possible because Germany does not maintain an appropriate registration database.

Such equipment must be type-approved by COSPAS-SARSAT and in accordance with R&TTE regulations.



	Greece
	NIL

	Lithuania
	N/A

	Montenegro
	According to national Table of allocation plan the use of the band 406-06.1 MHz by the mobile-satellite service is limited to low power satellite emergency position-indicating radio-beacons.

	Netherlands
	The Netherlands Administration is also considering to permit PLB use on land.

	Norway
	NPT is the authority that licenses PLB including assigning ID (ID is serial number issued by administration)

	Poland
	PLB beacon models must be compatible with the Cospas-Sarsat System

	Romania
	For the time being, in Romania, we don’t have yet PLBs in use. In any case we are sure that in the near future the situation will be changed

	Spain
	Spain allows the use of these devices only in small fishing vessels and small pleasure crafts, in which an authomatic EPIRB is not mandatory.

	Switzerland
	See attachment (annex 1)

	United Kingdom
	We are considering permitting use of PLBs on land.



DETAILS:

	 7. Name of the organization responsible for licensing PLBs (if licence is required)?  

	Albania
	Electronic and Postal Communications Authority (AKEP)

	Austria
	Regional Telecommunications Offices

	Belgium
	BIPT

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Estonia
	Estonian Technical Surveillance Authority

	Finland
	The Finnish Communications Regulatory Authority (FICORA)

	France
	ANFR

	Germany
	N.A.

	Greece
	Under examination

	Iceland
	PTA

	Ireland
	N.A

	Lithuania
	N.A

	Malta
	N.A

	Moldova
	National Radiofrequency Centre

	Netherlands
	Radiocommunications Agency Netherlands

	Norway
	Norwegian Post and Telecommunications Authority (NPT)

	Poland
	The Office of Electronic Communications/UKE

	Portugal
	IPTM – Instituto Portuario e dos Transportes Maritimos, IP is the entity in charge for PLBs used on the maritime mobile service (MMS).

	Romania
	National Authority for Management and Regulation in Communications (ANCOM)

	Slovak Republic
	Telecommunications Office of the Slovak Republic

	Spain
	Dirección General de la Marina Mercante Ministerio de Fomento

	Sweden
	N.A.

	Switzerland
	For registration of PLB: OFCOM Switzerland

	Turkey
	Under examination

	United Kingdom
	Ofcom (UK)


	8. Name of the organization responsible for the issue of operator certificates for PLBs (if certificate required)?  

	Albania
	Electronic and Postal Communications Authority (AKEP) issues an Individual Authorization

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Estonia
	Not yet decided

	Germany
	N.A.

	Greece
	Under examination

	Ireland
	N.A.

	Lithuania
	N.A

	Malta
	N.A.

	Montenegro
	There is no such organisation in Montenegro

	Netherlands
	N.A.

	Poland
	Certificate’s  is NOT required

	Portugal
	IPTM

	Romania
	See Background information, item 5

	Spain
	Dirección General de la Marina Mercante Ministerio de Fomento

	Sweden
	N.A.

	Switzerland
	No operator certificates required

	Turkey
	Under examination

	United Kingdom
	The Maritime & Coastguard Agency for ships. The Civil Aviation Authority for aircraft.


	9. Name of the organization responsible for the PLB registration database?

	Albania
	In Albania there is no organization responsible for the PLB registration database ,except Electronic and Postal Communications Authority (AKEP) which manages the rights of spectrum use.

	Austria
	Radio Monitoring Service Vienna

	Belgium
	BIPT

	Croatia
	Ministry of Sea, Transport and Infrastructure

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Estonia
	Not yet decided

	Finland
	The Finnish Communications Regulatory Authority (FICORA)

	France
	ANFR: with MMSI
MCC: serial nr

	Germany
	N.A.

	Greece
	Under examination

	Iceland
	PTA

	Ireland
	Commission for Communications Regulation 

	Lithuania
	Civil Aviation Administration, www.caa.lt 

Maritime Safety Administration, www.msa.lt 

	Malta
	N.A.

	Montenegro
	There is no such organisation in Montenegro

	Netherlands
	Radiocommunications Netherlands

	Norway
	NPT

	Poland
	The Civil Avaiation Office

	Portugal
	IPTM

	Romania
	ANCOM

	Slovak Republic
	Telecommunications Office of the Slovak Republic

	Spain
	Dirección General de la Marina Mercante Ministerio de Fomento

	Sweden
	Information is registered in the Cospas/Sarsat database (IBRB) by Swedish Aeronautical Rescue Co-ordination Centre within the Swedish Transport Agency.

	Switzerland
	Swiss RCC in Zurich; the data are directly filled into the database by OFCOM

	Turkey
	Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs/Main Search and Rescue coordination Centre

	United Kingdom
	The Maritime and Coastguard Agency - UK 406 MHz Distress & Security Beacon Registry. There are a number of PLBs carried onboard light aircraft that are also recorded on the ELT database managed by UK Mission Control Centre Kinloss, UK


	10. Does your organization make use of the Cospas-Sarsat IBRD (International Beacon Registration Database) regarding PLB equipment?   

	Albania
	For the moment no.

	Austria
	No

	Belgium
	Yes

	Croatia
	Yes (active use will begin during the year 2011)

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Estonia
	Not yet decided

	Finland
	No

	France
	No

	Germany
	N.A.

	Greece
	Yes

	Iceland
	No

	Ireland
	Not at present

	Lithuania
	No

	Malta
	No

	Montenegro
	No

	Netherlands
	No

	Norway
	No

	Poland
	No

	Portugal
	Not for those used on MMS

	Romania
	Not yet, under consideration

	Slovak Republic
	Not yet

	Spain
	No. All EPIRBS must be registered in Spanish national database

	Sweden
	Information is registered in the Cospas/Sarsat database (IBRB) by Swedish Aeronautical Rescue Co-ordination Centre within the Swedish Transport Agency.

	Switzerland
	No, Switzerland has an own database at RCC Zurich for PLB, ELT and EPIRB

	Turkey
	Yes

	United Kingdom
	No


	11. Short description of the registration procedure for 406 MHz PLB 

	Albania
	Till now in Albania there has not been any request for PLB. 

The registration procedure, similar to EPIRB is:

The person/subject applies for the frequency assignment filling the application form AKEP has published and send the request to AKEP’s office. On 30 days limit AKEP will come out with the announcement for retrieving the Individual Authorization. 

	Austria
	Application form to be send to locally responsible Telecommunication Office with registration card (15 HEX-code needed)

	Belgium
	The applicant has to contact the BIPT to obtain the application form.

	Croatia
	Seller or buyer of the PLB will register his PLB through the official web interface of the Ministry of Sea, Transport and Infrastructure. Registration data will also be available to the Cospas-Sarsat IBRD.

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Estonia
	Not yet decided

	Finland
	The user gets a nationally serialized number (a running number from FICORA database) and a licence/registration form. The form shall be filled by both the user and the programmer and returned back for the license procedure. FICORA provides the registration form to the SPOC of Finland (MRCC Turku)

	France
	For PLBs with an MMSI : the shipowner or the retailer sends an application to the ANFR  via internet or postal services, stating all the identification numbers of the ship, its description and a contact address in case of emergency. Then, the ANFR issues an MMSI and a license.

For PLBs with a serial number, the ship-owners register on-line to the MCC and will be invited to print a proof of their registration

	Germany
	N.A.

	Greece
	Nil

	Iceland
	Information about these PLB’s already allowed are saved in the same database as EPIRB

	Ireland
	PLB registration is done on-line. Beacon holder must provide three emergency contacts.

	Lithuania
	National regulations on coding and registration of ELT, EPIRB and PLB:

www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter3/dokpaieska.showdoc_l?p_id=357755
www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter3/dokpaieska.showdoc_l?p_id=241300&p_query=&p_tr2=
Registration forms are attached to the regulations.

	Malta
	N.A.

	Montenegro
	Not defined

	Netherlands
	The PLB owner contacts the Radiocommunications Agency  Netherlands and  registers the following data:
          -Name


-address


-city


-the 15 hex code 


-serial number of the PLB.

This registration data will be forwarded directly to the Netherlands Coast Guard on a daily basis.

The PLB applicant receives his license after registration has to pay a license fee of € 28,00 per year.

	Norway
	The applicant fills in an application form and sent it to NPT.  NPT registers the information given by the applicant and allocates an ID.  The ID is given to the manufacturer who programs the ID into the PLB.  NPT requires a programing certificate from the company which does the programming of the unit.  This is to ascertain that the unit is correctly programmed.

	Poland
	· An Owner of PLB has to get a station license issued by the Office of Electronic Communications.

· An Owner of PLB has to send properly fulfilled a registration card to the Civil Aviation Office.  
The Civil Aviation Office is responsibility for verification data set by an Owner of PLB. 

· A PLB is registered in the National Database of Beacons after positive verification.

· An Owner of PLB is informed about a successful process of registration by an official letter.

	Portugal
	The owner or the vendors have to fill up a registration card with the main characteristics of the PLB including the main and emergency contacts (24h/24h) of the owner. This can be done either after or before the assignment of the MMSI. In both cases a copy of the programming card is needed.

	Romania
	-Filling in a registration form

-To declare that will not be use instead of an EPIRB or ELT on board vessels or aircraft (no matter if SOLAS, non-SOLAS, pleasure boats or aircrafts)

	Spain
	The 406 MHz PLB must be programmed with the MMSI. The programming company must send an “EPIRB registration form” in which all the details for bacon, vessel and owner have to be included. The national database is connected with Spanish rescue coordination centre and Spanish LUT/MCC of Maspalomas.

	Sweden
	The PLB user has to complete a form, which is sent, by e-mail, to the Swedish Aeronautical Rescue Co-ordination Centre. The Aeronautical Rescue Co-ordination Centre forwards the information to the IBRB database. The user is advised to update his contact information every second year. Information that has not been updated for ten years will be removed from the database. 

	Switzerland
	The customer fills in a registration form (see annex 1) – (In autumn he can do it directly on internet. OFCOM is registering the data in the Database of RCC Zurich and issues a registration confirmation to the customer

	Turkey
	Turkey has its own national beacon database. Beacon owners can register their beacons for online and free at following address; “http://aakkm.denizcilik.gov.tr/ibrdweb/” (ELT owners must contact with Civil Aviaton Authority for registration). National database is uploaded to the IBRD on regular basis.

	United Kingdom
	Each PLB is sold or distributed with pre-printed documents showing the beacon coding and the Registration Authority: The UK 406 MHz Distress & Security Beacon Registry. The owner completes the form and sends it to the Registration Authority. On receipt. the details are entered onto an operational 406 MHz database which is available 24/7 to HM Coastguard & UK MCC Kinloss. As a confirmation, the beacon owner receives a copy of the database entry along with two “proof of registration labels” that detail the beacon coding. The database records are validated around every 3 years or earlier where applicable.


	12. Would your administration allow a PLB, carried by a foreign person, to enter your country, if the holder has already got a license given by another administration? 

	Albania
	YES. It will be given a temporary authorization valuable for the time operating in Albania.

	Austria
	No

	Belgium
	Yes

	Croatia
	Yes

	Czech Republic
	To carry any radio transmitting device in the Czech Republic is not forbidden, but rules for their use shall be observed, i.e. PLB owner shall be aware that its transmission is prohibited on territory of the Czech Republic and no services for PLB are provided. 

	Denmark
	The possession of any kind of equipment (including PLB’s) is allowed in Denmark. The use of PLB’s is not allowed in Denmark. It is not possible to obtain a licence for PLB-use.

According to information from the Danish Maritime Authority PLB equipment may be used on board Danish vessels as EPIRB’s with MMSI as identification (and included in the Ship Station Licence).

PLB is allowed in Greenland under legislation of their home rule.

	Estonia
	Possible yes, if PLB is registered in IBRD, but this is not yet decided.

	Finland
	Yes

	Germany
	N.A.

	Greece
	Under examination

	Iceland
	Yes, see 2

	Ireland
	Yes

	Lithuania
	Yes

	Malta
	Yes, subject to compliance of the 406 MHz PLB with the R&TTE Directive. 

	Montenegro
	Not defined

	Netherlands
	Yes

	Norway
	Yes

	Poland
	Yes

	Portugal
	Yes. However the use of PLB onboard of Portuguese flag vessels requires an application for national license. The PLB must be registered and programmed with MMSI assigned to that particular vessel.

	Romania
	Yes

	Slovak Republic
	No

	Spain
	No, as the vessel has to be included in the Spanish vessels registry database

	Sweden
	Yes, PLBs are exempted from licence

	Switzerland
	Yes, but the PLB must be registered by the foreign country

	Turkey
	Yes

	United Kingdom
	Yes but they would not be able to use it overland. As there is no licence available for the land-based use of a PLB (and they are not licence-exempt), any person who used a PLB on land would technically be committing an offence. We would expect the captain of any aircraft and the master of any vessel to be able to produce a valid licence for all radio apparatus installed in the aircraft or on the vessel


	13. If you answered “yes” to question 12, would your administration then require and additional national license?

	Albania
	Temporary one, similar to Radio Amateur

	Belgium
	No

	Croatia
	No. General license issued

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Estonia
	Possible no, but this is not yet decided.

	Finland
	No

	Germany
	N.A.

	Greece
	Under examination

	Iceland
	Yes

	Ireland
	No

	Lithuania
	No

	Malta
	No

	Montenegro
	No, they are exempt from individual licensing

	Netherlands
	No

	Norway
	No, but the PLB has to be correctly programmes in accordance with the issuing country's regulations.  NPT requests information about the PLB and contact information related to the user and forwards this information to the RCC.

	Poland
	No

	Portugal
	Yes, if the PLB is used on board of a Portuguese flag vessel

	Romania
	No

	Sweden
	No

	Switzerland
	No, as no license is required

	Turkey
	No

	United Kingdom
	We cannot licence the use of radio apparatus on a vessel or aircraft registered in another country.  As suggested in 12 above, we currently have no provision to authorise the use of PLBs on land.


	14. What is the coding protocol required

	- 406 PLB without an internal position device?

	Belgium
	UIN

	Croatia
	Serial User Protocol

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Finland
	Serial User Protocol

	Lithuania
	SUP

	Netherlands
	Coding protocol:

PLBs should be coded with the “Serial User Protocol”. The sequential number (serial number), allocated by the manufacturer can be coded in bits 44 to 63.

	Poland
	The PLB serial number and the Cospas-Sarsat Type Approval Certificate number.


	Portugal
	MMSI   (Maritime User Protocol)

	Norway
	Serial number issued by the administration.

	Sweden
	Serial user protocol with a serial number. Swedish country code 266

	Turkey
	Serial User Protocol – PLB with serial number

	- 406 PLB with an internal position device?

	Belgium
	UIN

	Croatia
	Standard Location Protocol

	Czech Republic
	N.A.

	Finland
	National Location Protocol

	Lithuania
	SLP

	Netherlands
	Coding protocol:

PLBs should be coded with the “Serial User Protocol”. 
The sequential number (serial number), allocated by the manufacturer can be coded in bits 44 to 63.

	Norway
	National location protocol.

	Poland
	The PLB serial number and the Cospas-Sarsat Type Approval Certificate number.

	Portugal
	MMSI   (Maritime User Protocol)

	Sweden
	Standard location protocol with type approval number (TAC) and a serial number. Swedish country code 266.

	Turkey
	User Location and Standard Location Protocol – PLB with serial number

	Comments

	Denmark
	N.A.

	Estonia
	Not yet decided

	Germany
	N.A.

	Greece
	Under examination

	Iceland
	To be decided

	Ireland
	PLBs can be registered with or without internal position device

	Malta
	N.A.

	Romania
	With an internal position device

	Spain
	MMSI. Maritime Protocol
PBL’s are allowed “with” or “without” internal GPS

	Switzerland
	Serialized, personal location beacon, standard location protocol

	United Kingdom
	Non-GPs:
National or Standard Serialised User Protocol

GPS:
National or Standard Serialised Location protocols dependent on model 


	15. Any other useful additional information or remarks?

	Austria
	The lawful use of PLB´s is not covered by any ship- or aircraft station license

	Czech Republic
	With regard to Cospas-Sarsat IBRD we quote below a copy of request of the Czech Telecommunication Service sent recently to Cospas-Sarsat Secretariat asking to delete name of the Czech Republic listed by error among administrations carrying out registration of PLB stations.

	Denmark
	The possession of any kind of equipment (including PLB’s) is allowed in Denmark. The use of PLB’s is not allowed in Denmark. It is not possible to obtain a licence for PLB-use.

According to information from the Danish Maritime Authority PLB equipment may be used on board Danish vessels as EPIRB’s with MMSI as identification (and included in the Ship Station Licence).

PLB is allowed in Greenland under legislation of their home rule.

	Estonia
	Estonian Technical Surveillance Authority is going to do application and licence forms for PLB.

	Finland
	SPOC (MRCC Turku) has access to the PLB register

	Germany
	N.A.

	Greece
	Nil

	Malta
	It would be useful for the person carrying the PLB in a foreign country to check for any limitations that could be imposed by the SAR / competent authorities of that country.

	Montenegro
	The Agency considers the regulation of this matter very important bearing in mind the fact that Montenegro is 80% mountain country. However, the Agency is not recognized by the national Law on electronic communications as the authority to deal with issues related to certificates for radio-beacons and Cospas-Sarsat IBRD. The Agency is in charge of radio-frequencies and those devices are exempted from individual licensing. 

We welcome any harmonized approach on European level related to these issues in order to initiate and finalize the regulation of this area in Montenegro.

	Netherlands
	The Netherlands Administration has the intention to change from a licensing regime to a so called ‘registration regime’. Main difference is that no fees have to be paid in the future for the use and administrative handling of PLBs.

	Norway
	NPT has the PLB register and the RCC has 24 hours-a-day access to this register.

	Portugal
	The owner must inform the Administration (IPTM) when the PLB is dismantled/deactivated/discontinued or not used on board anymore. Information on final destination must be sent to IPTM.

	Romania
	Romanian administration has the intention to use the Finnish experience on this issue.

	Spain
	In Spain and for all fishing vessels is also mandatory the use of 121, 5 MHz personal beacons to be installed in lifejackets. These vessels also need to carry on board a 121,5 MHz directional receiver.

	Sweden
	More information about coding and registration in Sweden can be found at Swedish civil contingencies agency homepage:

http://www.raddningsverket.se/templates/SRV_Page____22058.aspx#

	Switzerland
	PLB are allowed in Switzerland since the end of 2003. Up to now we never encountered any problems and no false alerts. Holders of PLB are aware what for it is an how and when to use.

	Turkey
	Carrying PLB is strongly recommended for Turkish people especially who do outdoor sports/activities (trekking, climbing, hunting, fishing, ...etc.). 

Regularity works on this issue are being continued.

	United Kingdom
	As indicated, we are considering permitting use of PLBs on land



Annex 1

Input from Switzerland
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PLBS are small, portable transrmitters which can be activated in an emergency to transmit
distress signals. These are detested by polar orbiting or geostationary satelites and are
forwarded via a ground station to a mission control station. Ifthe PLB has a GPS (satelite
positioning systern), a geostationary satelits s able to dstect the distress signal together with
the current position of the PLB and forward thern to the mission cantrol station. Usually, with
such equipment, the alam s raised within minutes. fthe PLB doss not have a GPS, the
position cannot be determined by the geostationary satelite.In some circumstances, the polar
orbiting satellite must make several passes before the signal can be detected and the
position of the emergency determined. As a resul it can be several hours before the alarm is
raised atthe mission control station. Becauss line of sight betwsen the FLS and the satelite
is nesded for the transmission of distress signals, a PLB can only opsrats reliably in open
terrain
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The use of PLB

“The use of PLB (see helow) requires the use of search and rescue units 1o be regulated.
OFCOM, in conjunction with the Federal Office for Civil Aviation, the Swiss Alr Rescue Service
(REG#), the Search and Rescue Senices ofthe Swiss Alr Force (3AR) and the Swiss Police
Commission (3PTK) has formulated a solution. Ta ensure that the emergency rescue chain
can operate properly in an emergsncy, a PLB must be registered with OF COM as a personal
emergency transmiting devics issued to the owner. OFCOM issues a confirmation of
regisirationta the owner and makes all the information on the registration farm available to
REGA for any search and rescue purposes. If a PL s activated in Swizerland, REGA takes
aver the role of the mission control station and works closely with the rescue authoriies
concemed. Because no voice communication s possible with 3 PLB, REGA does not know
whattype of emergency is involved and therefore must assume a worst-case scenario. The
precise location ofthe emergency must, in certain circumstances, be determined using
special direction-finding equipment aboard an aircrafl andjor helicapters. As a resul, a rescue
aperation can be exremely expensive. A mobile telephone, emergency radio network access,
an emergency telephone or a satelits telephone are thersfors more suitable for raising the
alarm in an emergency in some circumstances.
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Registration form for PLB
Information on the use of PLB in Switzeriand and worldwide.
] PLB Registation o

122005 | ize: 57 kb | Ty

#) PLB Registation form
12005 | ize: 465 kb | Type: DOC

Last modification:

Last modification:
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VERWENDUNG VON PLB 
IN DER SCHWEIZ UND IM FÜRSTENTUM LIECHTENSTEIN 
PERSONAL LOCATION BEACON 


Eine gemeinsame Information von: 
Bundesamt für Kommunikation, BAKOM 
Amt für Kommunikation, Fürstentum Liechtenstein 
SAR, Rescue Coordination Center Zürich 
Bundesamt für Zivilluftfahrt, BAZL 
Schweizer Luftwaffe 
Schweizerische Polizeitechnische Kommission, SPTK 
 
 


Die in dieser Information verwendeten Abkürzungen werden am Schluss erläutert. 


Was sind PLB ? PLB sind kleine, tragbare Sender, die in einer 
Notsituation aktiviert werden können und Alarmsignale 
aussenden. 


Die Alarmsignale werden von polumlaufenden und/oder 
geostationären Satelliten aufgefangen und über eine 
Bodenstation an eine Einsatzleitstelle weitergeleitet. 


Ein PLB kann nur im offenen Gelände zuverlässig 
funktionieren. 


Wie funktioniert eine Alarmierung ? Die Alarmsignale werden von polumlaufenden und/oder 
geostationären Satelliten aufgefangen und von der 
empfangenden Bodenstation über das FMCC Toulouse 
an die entsprechende Einsatzleitstelle (RCC) 
weitergeleitet. 
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Wie schnell ist die Einsatzleitstelle 
alarmiert ? 


Ist der PLB mit einem GPS ausgerüstet, kann ein 
geostationärer Satellit die Alarmierung zusammen mit 
der aktuellen Position des PLB aufnehmen und an die 
Einsatzleitstelle weiterleiten. Mit so einem Gerät dauert 
es in der Regel einige Minuten, bis die Einsatzleitstelle 
alarmiert ist. 


Bedingung: Es muss eine “Sichtverbindung” 
zwischen dem PLB und einem Satelliten bestehen. 
Ist der PLB nicht mit einem GPS ausgerüstet, kann die 
Position von den geostationären Satelliten nicht ermittelt 
werden. Unter Umständen braucht es mehrere 
Durchgänge eines polumlaufenden Satelliten, bis das 
Signal aufgefangen und die Notfallposition ermittelt 
werden kann. Es kann so bis zu mehreren Stunden 
dauern, bis die Einsatzleitstelle alarmiert ist. 


Wer betreibt die Einsatzleitstelle in 
der Schweiz und für das Fürstentum 
Liechtenstein? 


Das RCC Zürich, welches im Auftrag des BAZL von der 
Schweizerischen Rettungsflugwacht REGA betrieben 
wird. 


Welche Optionen hat die 
Einsatzleitstelle bei einer 
Alarmierung durch einen PLB ? 


Mit einem PLB ist keine Sprachkommunikation 
möglich. 


• Die Rettungskräfte wissen daher nicht, um welche Art 
von Notfall es sich handelt; sie müssen bei jedem 
Alarm mit dem Schlimmsten rechnen. 


• Die Rettung kann sich verzögern. 


• Der genaue Standort des Notfalls muss unter 
Umständen durch spezielle Peilflugzeuge und/oder – 
helikopter ermittelt werden. 


• Die Rettung kann durch die obigen Umstände extrem 
teuer werden. 


Es sollte deshalb zum PLB wenn immer möglich 
zusätzliche Geräte wie  


• Handy 
• Notfunk für jedermann 
• Nottelefon oder 
• Satellitentelefon 


 mitgeführt werden. 


Hat ein PLB eine Testfunktion ? In der Regel verfügen PLB über eine Testfunktion mit 
welcher der Batteriezustand, der Sender und das interne 
GPS überprüft werden können. 


Es darf nie ein Alarm zu Testzwecken ausgelöst 
werden!  


Was kostet ein PLB ? Die Preise variieren je nach Hersteller. Die Geräte sind 
im Fachhandel erhältlich. 
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Gibt es Alternativen zu einem PLB ? Aufgrund des in der Schweiz und im Fürstentum 
Liechtenstein gut ausgebauten Notfallnetzes empfiehlt 
die Rega die Benutzung: 


• eines Handys. 


• des Notfunkes für jedermann, siehe 
 www.rega.com/de/rega/notfunk.aspx 


• eines Nottelefons (z.B. ein Mobiltelefon ausgerüstet 
mit einem GPS-Empfänger und einem Alarmknopf). 


• eines Satellitentelefons. 


Wann kann ich einen PLB in der 
Schweiz oder im Fürstentum 
Liechtenstein mitführen ? 


Sobald dieser beim BAKOM registriert wurde. 


Damit die Rettungskette über die notwendigen Daten 
verfügen kann, muss der PLB, auch im eigenen 
Interesse des Inhabers, beim BAKOM registriert werden. 


Kann ich einen PLB überall auf der 
Welt kaufen ? 


Gewisse Länder in Übersee kennen andere technische 
Normen als die Länder in Europa. Dadurch können sich 
Probleme bei der Programmierung ergeben; nicht jeder 
dieser PLB lässt sich mit einer Schweizer oder einer 
Liechtensteiner „Identität“ programmieren und kann somit 
nicht in der Schweiz registriert werden. 


Wird ein PLB im Ausland gekauft muss vom Händler 
verlangt werden, dass er als PLB und mit dem 
Ländercode (country code) 269 für die Schweiz oder 252 
für das Fürstentum Liechtenstein programmiert wird. 


Wie kann ich meinen PLB 
registrieren lassen ? 


• Damit in einem Notfall die Rettungskette über die 
wichtigen Daten verfügen kann, muss ein PLB als 
persönliches Notsendegerät, lautend auf den Träger, 
beim Bundesamt für Kommunikation registriert wer-
den. 


• Das Registrierungsformular vom Lieferanten 
ausfüllen lassen und mit den persönlichen Angaben 
ergänzen. 


• Das Angeben einer Kontaktperson, die rund um die 
Uhr erreichbar ist, ist unerlässlich, damit die 
Einsatzleitstelle bei einer Aktivierung des PLB 
Angaben über den Inhaber erfragen kann. Die 
Kontaktperson kann aus naheliegenden Gründen 
nicht identisch mit dem Inhaber sein. Die 
Kontaktperson sollte Auskunft geben können, ob der 
Inhaber im Alarmierungsfall erreicht werden kann 
(Nummer des mitgeführten Handys, 
Satellitentelefons, Nottelefons) oder ob er ein 
Notfunkgerät für jedermann mitführt. 


• Das ausgefüllte Registrierungsformular ans BAKOM 
senden. Sie erhalten nach der Registrierung vom 
BAKOM eine Bestätigung. Dieses trägt die auf dem 
Registrierungsformular vorhandenen Daten in die 
Datenbank des RCC Zürich ein. 
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Was kostet eine Registrierung ? Das BAKOM erhebt für seinen Aufwand eine einmalige 
Registrierungsgebühr von Fr. 130.00. 


Darf ein in der Schweiz registrierter 
PLB auch im Ausland eingesetzt 
werden ? 


Die Erlaubnis der Behörden des Gastlandes muss 
vorgängig eingeholt werden. 


Achtung: Die notwendige Infrastruktur für den 
Landeinsatz von Such- und Rettungseinheiten steht nur 
in wenigen Ländern bereit. Erkundigen Sie sich 
rechtzeitig ob der allfällige Einsatz eines PLB Sinn 
macht. Sie könnten sich sonst in falscher Sicherheit 
wiegen. 


Darf ein in der Schweiz registrierter 
PLB auch auf einem Charterschiff 
auf See eingesetzt werden ? 


Die Erlaubnis der Behörden des Landes, unter deren 
Flagge das Schiff registriert ist, muss vorgängig eingeholt 
werden. 


Darf ein PLB auf einer Yacht unter 
Schweizerflagge zur See eingesetzt 
werden ? 


Nur, wenn er mit einer MMSI programmiert werden kann. 
Der PLB ist wie eine EPIRB zu betrachten und 
ausschliesslich zum Gebrauch auf dem Schiff 
zugelassen, für welches die MMSI gültig ist. 


Darf ein PLB in einem in der Schweiz 
registrierten Luftfahrzeug auf einem 
Inlandflug mitgeführt werden ? 


Wird in einem in der Schweiz registrierten Luftfahrzeug 
ein PLB mitgeführt, muss er als PLB codiert und 
registriert sein. (Persönliches Notsendegerät lautend auf 
den Träger des PLB und nicht auf das Flugzeug). 


Ein PLB als Ersatz für ein vorgeschriebenes ELT ist nicht 
zulässig. Für ELT gelten spezielle Auflagen, vor allem im 
Bereich Technik und Befestigung. Ein korrekt codierter 
und registrierter PLB darf jedoch zusätzlich mitgeführt 
werden.  


Darf ein PLB in einem in der Schweiz 
registrierten Luftfahrzeug auf einem 
Auslandflug mitgeführt werden ? 


Die Erlaubnis der ausländischen Behörden muss 
vorgängig eingeholt werden, sofern diese das Mitführen 
eines ELT oder eines PLB nicht zwingend verlangt. 


Ein PLB als Ersatz für ein vorgeschriebenes ELT ist nicht 
zulässig. Für ELT gelten spezielle Auflagen, vor allem im 
Bereich Technik und Befestigung. Ein korrekt codierter 
und registrierter PLB darf jedoch zusätzlich mitgeführt 
werden. 


Wie kann ich einen Fehlalarm 
widerrufen? 


Die Einsatzleitstelle des RCC Zürich muss unverzüglich 
telefonisch benachrichtigt werden, unabhängig ob der 
Fehlalarm auf Schweizer oder Liechtensteiner 
Territorium oder im Ausland ausgelöst worden ist. 


Telefon: +41 44 654 35 38  


(nur im Notfall oder für das Annullieren benutzen!) 


Wer kann mir weitere Auskünfte zum 
Einsatz und zur Registrierung 
erteilen ? 


BAKOM 


Peter Kumli  


Tel: +41 32 327 58 24 
E-Mail: peter.kumli@bakom.admin.ch 
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Abkürzungen, die in dieser Information verwendet werden: 


BAKOM Bundesamt für Kommunikation. 


BAZL Bundesamt für Zivilluftfahrt. 


ELT Emergency Locating Transmitter. 
Notfunksender, der bei einem Flugunfall automatisch 
Alarmsignale aussendet. 


EPIRB Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
Seenotfunkboje, die Alarmsignale aussendet, die von 
Satelliten empfangen und über eine Bodenstation an ein 
Seenotrettungszentrum weitergeleitet werden. 


GPS Global Positioning System. Navigationssystem, das mit 
Hilfe von mehreren Satelliten auf einer Erdumlaufbahn 
den exakten Standort auf dem Erdball ermittelt.  


MMSI Maritime Mobile Service Identity. Eindeutige Identifikation 
für ein Schiff. 


REGA Schweizerische Rettungsflugwacht. 


RCC Rescue Coordination Centre. 
Einsatzleitstelle für SAR-Operationen. 


SAR Search and Rescue. 
Suche und Rettung. 
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UTILISATION DU PLB EN SUISSE –  
PERSONAL LOCATION BEACON 


Notice d’informations créée conjointement par: 
Office fédéral de la communication, OFCOM 
SAR, Rescue Coordination Center Zurich 
Office fédéral de l'aviation civile, OFAC 
Forces aériennes suisses 
Commission technique des polices suisses (CTPS) 
 
 


Les abréviations utilisées dans la présente notice sont explicitées à la fin du document. 


Qu’est-ce que les PLB ? Les PLB sont de petits émetteurs portables, qui peuvent 
être activés dans une situation de détresse et émettre 
des signaux d’alarme. 


Les signaux d’alarme sont captés par des satellites en 
orbite polaire ou géostationnaires, puis transmis via une 
station terrestre à un poste d’intervention. 


Un PLB ne fonctionne correctement que sur un terrain 
ouvert. 


Comment se déroule une alarme ? Les signaux d’alarme sont captés par des satellites 
polaires et/ou géostationnaires, et retransmis par la 
station terrestre réceptrice au centre de recherche et de 
sauvetage résponsable via le FMCC Toulouse. 
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Combien de temps faut-il pour que le 
poste d’intervention soit alerté ? 


Si le PLB est équipé d’un GPS, un satellite 
géostationnaire peut capter l’alerte ainsi que la position 
du PLB et transmettre l’information au poste 
d’intervention. Avec un tel appareil, l’alerte prend en 
général quelques minutes. 


Condition : une liaison en visibilité directe doit relier 
le PLB à un satellite. 
Si le PLB n’est pas équipé d’un GPS, la position ne peut 
pas être déterminée par des satellites géostationnaires. 
Dans certaines circonstances, il faut plusieurs passages 
du satellite en orbite polaire avant que le signal ne soit 
capté et que la position de l’accident puisse être 
localisée. L’alerte peut alors prendre jusqu’à plusieurs 
heures. 


Qui exploite en Suisse et pour le 
Principauté du Liechtenstein le 
centre de recherche et de 
sauvetage ? 


Le RCC Zurich qui, selon le mandat de l'OFAC, est géré 
par la Garde aérienne suisse de sauvetage REGA. 


Quelles options un poste 
d’intervention a-t-il en cas d’alerte 
par un PLB ? 


Le PLB ne permet aucune communication vocale. 


• L’équipe de sauvetage ne peut donc pas savoir de 
quel type d’accident il s’agit; elle doit s’attendre au 
pire lors de chaque alarme. 


• Le sauvetage peut être retardé. 


• Parfois, le lieu précis de l’accident doit être déterminé 
par des avions de repérage spéciaux ou par un 
hélicoptère. 


• Le sauvetage peut s’avérer extrêmement coûteux 
lorsque les circonstances susmentionnées se 
réalisent. 


Il est donc recommandé de porter sur soi des 
appareils complémentaires, p.ex.: 


• un téléphone portable; 


• un appareil radio de détresse pour chacun; 


• un téléphone d’urgence ou 


• un téléphone satellite. 


Le PLB a-t-il une fonction test ? En règle générale, les PLB disposent d’une fonction test 
avec laquelle l'état des batteries, l'émetteur et le GPS 
interne peuvent être testés. 


Une alerte ne doit jamais être déclanchée pour tester 
un PLB! 


Combien coûte un PLB ? Les prix de vente sont différents selon le fabricant. Les 
PLB peuvent être achetés chez les commerçants 
spécialisés. 
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Y a-t-il des appareils pouvant remplir 
la même fonction que le PLB ? 


En raison de la bonne couverture du réseau d’urgence 
en Suisse et dans la Principauté du Liechtenstein, la 
Rega recommande l’utilisation: 


• d’un téléphone portable. 


• d’un appareil radio de détresse pour chacun, voir 
 http://www.rega.com/fr/rega/notfunk.aspx 


• d’un téléphone d’urgence (par ex. Benefon). 


Ou dans les régions qui ne bénéficient pas d’une 
couverture totale pour les communications par téléphone 
portable 


• d’un téléphone satellite. 


Quand puis-je utiliser un PLB en 
Suisse ou dans la Principauté du 
Liechtenstein? 


Dès qu’il a été enregistré auprès de l'OFCOM. 


Pour que les organisations de sauvetage puissent 
disposer des données nécessaires le PLB doit, 
également dans l’intérêt de l’utilisateur lui-même, être 
enregistré à l'OFCOM. 


Est-ce que je peux acheter un PLB 
dans le monde entier ? 


Certains pays outre-mer employent d’autres règles 
techniques que les pays européens. C’est pour cette 
raison que des problèmes de programmation peuvent se 
produire. Certain de ces PLB ne se laissent pas 
programmer avec une "identité" Suisse et ne peuvent par 
conséquent pas être enregistrées en Suisse. 


Si l'on achète un PLB à l'étranger, il faut exiger du 
fournisseur qu'il le programme avec le code du pays 
(country code): 269 pour la Suisse ou 252 pour la 
Principauté du Liechtenstein. 


Que dois-je entreprendre pour faire 
enregistrer mon PLB en Suisse ? 


• Afin que, en cas d'urgence, les organisations de sau-
vetage puissent disposer des données nécessaires, 
le PLB doit être enregistré au nom du porteur en tant 
qu'appareil personnel d'envoi de messages d'urgence 
auprès de l’OFCOM. 


• Le formulaire d’enregistrement doit être rempli par le 
fournisseur et complété avec les données 
personnelles pertinentes. 


• Il est indispensable d’indiquer une personne de 
contact joignable 24 heures sur 24, de façon à ce que 
le poste d’intervention puisse obtenir des 
renseignements sur l’utilisateur en cas d’activation du 
PLB. La personne de contact ne peut, pour des 
raisons évidentes, être l’utilisateur lui-même. La 
personne de contact devrait pouvoir indiquer si le 
porteur du PLB peut être contacté en cas d'alerte 
(numéro du téléphone portable, du téléphone 
satellite, du téléphone d'urgence) ou s'il porte un 
appareil radio de détresse sur lui. 
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 • Une fois rempli, le formulaire d’enregistrement doit 
être envoyé à l’OFCOM. L’utilisateur recevra alors de 
l’OFCOM une confirmation de l’enregistrement de 
l’appareil. Les données figurant sur le formulaire sont 
introduit dans la base de données du RCC Zurich. 


Combien coûte l’enregistrement? L’OFCOM prélève pour tout enregistrement une taxe 
unique de 130.00 francs. 


Un PLB enregistré en Suisse peut-il 
aussi être utilisé à l’étranger? 


Il faut au préalable recevoir l’autorisation des autorités du 
pays en question. 


Attention : l’infrastructure nécessaire à l’alerte à terre, par 
le PLB, des unités de recherche et de sauvetage existe 
dans quelques pays seulement. Il revient à l’utilisateur de 
se renseigner à temps pour savoir s’il est judicieux de 
prévoir un éventuel recours à son PLB. Il pourra sinon se 
croire faussement en sécurité. 


Un PLB enregistré en Suisse peut-il 
aussi être utilisé sur un bateau de 
location navigant en mer? 


Il faut au préalable recevoir l’autorisation des autorités du 
pays sous le pavillon duquel le bateau a été enregistré. 


Un PLB peut-il être utilisé en mer sur 
un yacht arborant sous pavillon 
suisse? 


Uniquement s’il peut être programmé avec un MMSI. Le 
PLB doit être considéré comme un EPIRB et être 
autorisé exclusivement sur le bateau auquel s’applique le 
MMSI. 


Un PLB peut-il être emporté dans un 
avion enregistré en Suisse et volant 
sur le territoire suisse ou du 
Principauté du Liechtenstein? 


Si un PLB est emporté dans un avion enregistré en 
Suisse, il doit être codé et enregistré en tant que PLB 
(l’appareil de détresse personnel doit être enregistré 
sous le nom du titulaire du PLB, et non sous celui de 
l’avion). 


Il n’est pas permis d’utiliser un PLB pour remplacer un 
ELT dans un avion, où il est obligatoire. Des conditions 
spéciales s’appliquent au ELT, notamment dans les 
domaines de la technique et de la fixation. Mais un PLB 
codé et enregistré correctement peut être emporté 
comme équipement supplémentaire. 


Un PLB peut-il être emporté dans un 
avion enregistré en Suisse et volant 
à l’étranger? 


Il faut au préalable recevoir l’autorisation des autorités du 
pays en question lorsque la possession d'un ELT ou d'un 
PLB dans l'avion n'est pas obligatoire. 


Il n’est pas permis d’utiliser un PLB pour remplacer un 
ELT dans un avion, où il est obligatoire. Des conditions 
spéciales s’appliquent au ELT, notamment dans les 
domaines de la technique et de la fixation. Mais un PLB 
codé et enregistré correctement peut être emporté 
comme équipement supplémentaire. 
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Comment est-ce que je peux 
annuller une alarme erronée? 


Le RCC de Zurich doit être informé sans délai s'il s'avère 
qu'un PLB est activé par erreur, indépendemment du fait 
que l'alarme erronée a été déclanchée sur le territoire de 
la Suisse, dans la Principauté de Liechtenstein ou à 
l'étranger. 


Tél: +41 44 654 35 38 


(à utiliser en cas d'urgence uniquement ou pour 
l'annulation d'une alarme erronée!) 


Qui peut me donner d’autres 
renseignements concernant 
l’utilisation et la registration? 


OFCOM 


Peter Kumli 


No Tél. : +41 32 327 58 24 
E-Mail : peter.kumli@bakom.admin.ch 


 


Abréviations utilisées dans la présente notice : 


ELT "Emergency locating transmitter" - émetteur de 
localisation d’urgence, qui émet automatiquement des 
signaux d’alarme en cas d’accident d’aviation. 


EPIRB "Emergency position indicating radio beacon" – 
radiobalise de localisation des accidents, qui émet des 
signaux d’alarme pouvant être reçus par des satellites et 
transmis à un centre de sauvetage en mer via une 
station terrestre. 


GPS "Global positioning system" – système mondial de 
radiorepérage. Système de navigation, qui détermine 
exactement une position sur la terre à l’aide de plusieurs 
satellites sur une orbite terrestre.  


MMSI "Maritime Mobile Service Identity". Numéro unique 
d’identification pour un bateau. 


OFAC Office fédéral de l'aviation civile. 


OFCOM Office fédéral de la communication 


RCC Rescue Coordination Centre. 
Centre de coordination pour la recherche et le 
sauvetage. 


SAR Search and Rescue. 
Recherche et sauvetage. 
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IMPIEGO DI PLB IN SVIZZERA E NEL PRINCIPATO DEL LIECHTENSTEIN 
PERSONAL LOCATION BEACON 


Scheda informativa comune di: 
Ufficio federale delle comunicazioni, UFCOM  
Ufficio delle comunicazioni, Principato del Liechtenstein 
SAR, Rescue Coordination Center Zurigo 
Ufficio federale dell'aviazione civile, UFAC 
Forze aeree svizzere 


Commissione tecnica della polizia svizzera, CTPS 
 
 


Le abbreviazioni di questa scheda informativa sono spiegate alla fine del documento. 


Cosa sono i PLB? Il PLB sono piccoli trasmettitori portatili attivabili in 
situazioni d’emergenza che permettono di trasmettere 
segnali d’allarme. 


I segnali d’allarme vengono ricevuti da un satellite polare 
e/o geostazionario e poi trasmessi alla centrale 
d’intervento via una stazione terrestre. 


Soltanto all’aperto un PLB funziona con il massimo grado 
di affidabilità. 


Come funziona un allarme? I segnali d’allarme vengono captati da satelliti polari e/o 
geostazionari per poi essere trasmessi dalla stazione 
terrestre ricevente, via l’FMCC di Tolosa, alla centrale di 
intervento responsabile. 
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Quanto tempo occorre per 
trasmettere l’allarme alla centrale 
d’intervento? 


Se il PLB è munito di GPS, un satellite geostazionario è 
in grado di registrare l’allarme assieme alla posizione del 
PLB e trasmettere queste informazioni alla centrale 
d’intervento. Con un tale apparecchio occorrono 
generalmente alcuni minuti prima che l’allarme arrivi alla 
centrale d’intervento. 


Condizione: occorre un “collegamento a vista” tra il 
PLB e un satellite. 
Se il PLB non è munito di GPS, i satelliti geostazionari 
non possono determinarne la posizione. In determinate 
circostanze un satellite polare deve compiere più giri 
intorno all’orbita prima di poter ricevere il segnale e prima 
che sia possibile determinare la posizione dell’incidente, 
per cui possono trascorrere diverse ore prima che 
l’allarme giunga alla centrale d’intervento. 


Chi gestisce la centrale d’intervento 
in Svizzera e nel Principato del 
Liechtenstein? 


L’RCC di Zurigo, a sua volta gestito dalla guardia aerea 
svizzera di salvataggio (Rega) su incarico dell’UFAC.  


Cosa può fare una centrale 
d’intervento al momento di un 
allarme proveniente da un PLB? 


Un PLB non permette la comunicazione vocale. 


• Le unità di soccorso non possono dunque sapere di 
che tipo di emergenza si tratta; devono prepararsi al 
peggio ad ogni allarme che ricevono. 


• Il salvataggio può tardare. 


• In alcune circostanze l’ubicazione esatta del luogo 
dell’incidente deve essere determinata mediante 
speciali aerei e/o elicotteri equipaggiati di 
radiogoniometro. 


• Alle condizioni elencate qui sopra, il salvataggio può 
diventare estremamente costoso. 


• Insieme ad un PLB, pertanto, è bene 
essere sempre in possesso di altri 
apparecchi quali:un telefono cellulare 


• un trasmettitore portatile con accesso al 
canale d’emergenza 


• un telefono di soccorso 
• un telefono satellitare 


Un PLB dispone di una funzione 
test? 


In generale i PLB dispongono di una funzione di test che 
permette di verificare lo stato della batteria, il 
trasmettitore e il sistema GPS interno. 


Non è consentito in nessun caso lanciare un allarme 
per fare un test! 


Quanto costa un PLB? I prezzi variano a seconda del produttore. Tutti gli 
apparecchi sono disponibili in commercio. 
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Ci sono alternative a un PLB? Visto che in Svizzera e nel Principato del Liechtenstein la 
rete di soccorso è ben sviluppata, la Rega consiglia di 
utilizzare: 


• un telefono cellulare; 


• il canale d’emergenza, si veda al link 
http://www.rega.com/it/rega/notfunk.aspx 


• un telefono di soccorso (p. es. un telefono cellulare 
dotato di ricevitore GPS e tasto di soccorso). 


• un telefono satellitare. 


Quando posso portare un PLB in 
Svizzera o nel Principato del 
Liechtenstein? 


Non appena è stato registrato presso l’UFCOM. 


Per mettere a disposizione della catena di salvataggio 
tutte le informazioni necessarie, il PLB deve essere 
registrato presso l’UFCOM, anche nell’interesse del 
proprietario stesso.  


Posso comperare un PLB ovunque 
nel mondo? 


 


Alcuni Paesi d’oltremare applicano norme tecniche 
diverse da quelle dei Paesi europei. Possono dunque 
sorgere problemi relativi alla programmazione: non tutti i 
PLB sono programmabili con una “identità” svizzera e 
non possono pertanto essere registrati nel nostro Paese. 


Qualora un PLB venga comprato all’estero, bisogna 
esigere dal suo rivenditore che lo programmi come PLB 
con il codice nazionale (country code) 269 per la 
Svizzera o 252 per il Principato del Liechtenstein. 


Come posso far registrare il mio PLB 
in Svizzera? 


• Per mettere a disposizione della catena di 
salvataggio tutte le informazioni necessarie, un PLB 
deve essere registrato presso l’UFCOM a nome del 
titolare e in qualità di trasmettitore d’emergenza per-
sonale.  


• Far compilare il modulo di registrazione dal fornitore 
e completarlo con i dati personali. 


• È indispensabile indicare una persona di contatto 
raggiungibile 24 ore su 24 affinché la centrale 
d’intervento possa informarsi sul titolare in caso di 
attivazione del PLB. Per ovvi motivi la persona di 
contatto non può essere identica al titolare. La 
persona di contatto dovrebbe poter fornire 
informazioni su come raggiungere il titolare in caso di 
allarme (numero del telefono cellulare, di un telefono 
satellitare, di un telefono di soccorso) o sapere se il 
titolare ha con sé un trasmettitore con accesso al 
canale d’emergenza. 


• Inviare all’UFCOM il modulo di registrazione 
completo dei dati. L’Ufficio li inserirà quindi nella 
banca dati dell’RCC di Zurigo. A registrazione avve-
nuta, riceverà la conferma da parte dell'UFCOM. 
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Quanto costa una registrazione? Per la registrazione l’UFCOM riscuote una tassa unica di 
fr. 130.00. 


Un PLB registrato in Svizzera può 
essere impiegato anche all’estero? 


Sì, ma occorre procurarsi con giusto anticipo il permesso 
rilasciato dalle autorità competenti del Paese ospitante. 


Attenzione: solo alcuni Paesi dispongono 
dell’infrastruttura necessaria per l’intervento a terra delle 
unità di ricerca e salvataggio. Informatevi in tempo se 
l’eventuale utilizzo di un PLB avrebbe senso, per evitare 
di sentirvi erroneamente al sicuro. 


Un PLB registrato in Svizzera può 
anche essere impiegato su una nave 
charter in mare? 


Sì, ma prima occorre procurarsi il permesso delle autorità 
del Paese nel quale è registrata la nave. 


Un PLB può essere impiegato in 
mare su uno yacht battente bandiera 
svizzera? 


Solo se può essere programmato con un codice MMSI. Il 
PLB va considerato come un EPIRB e ne è autorizzato 
l’utilizzo unicamente sulla nave per la quale è valido il 
codice MMSI. 


Un PLB può essere trasportato 
anche sui voli interni degli 
aeromobili registrati in Svizzera? 


Se un PLB viene trasportato in un aeromobile registrato 
in Svizzera deve essere codificato e registrato in quanto 
tale (apparecchio di soccorso personale registrato a 
nome del titolare del PLB e non dell’aereo). 


È vietato sostituire un ELT obbligatorio con un PLB. Per 
l’ELT vigono speciali condizioni soprattutto in ambito 
tecnico e per l’installazione. È tuttavia consentito 
trasportare insieme ad esso un PLB correttamente 
codificato e registrato. 


Un PLB può essere trasportato 
anche sui voli internazionali degli 
aeromobili registrati in Svizzera? 


Sì, prima occorre però procurarsi il permesso delle 
autorità straniere, qualora il trasporto di un ELT o di un 
PLB non sia obbligatorio.  


È vietato sostituire un ELT con un PLB. Per l’ELT vigono 
speciali condizioni soprattutto in ambito tecnico e per 
l’installazione. È tuttavia consentito trasportare insieme 
ad esso un PLB correttamente codificato e registrato. 


Cosa devo fare se ho trasmesso un 
falso allarme? 


Bisogna informare immediatamente via telefono la 
centrale di intervento dell’RCC di Zurigo, sia che il falso 
allarme sia stato trasmesso in territorio svizzero, sia nel 
Principato del Liechtenstein sia all’estero. 


Telefono: +41 44 654 35 38  


(da utilizzare solo in caso di emergenza o per annullare 
un falso allarme!) 


Dove posso ottenere ulteriori 
informazioni in merito all’impiego e 
alla registrazione? 


UFCOM 


Peter Kumli  


Tel: +41 32 327 58 24 
E-Mail: peter.kumli@bakom.admin.ch 
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Abbreviazioni utilizzate in questa scheda informativa: 


Codice MMSI Maritime Mobile Service Identity. Codice assegnato 
univocamente a ogni nave. 


ELT Emergency Locating Transmitter. 
Trasmettitore d’emergenza che emette automaticamente 
segnali d’allarme in caso di incidente aereo. 


EPIRB Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
Radiofaro di localizzazione delle zone d’emergenza che 
emette segnali d’allarme che possono essere captati da 
un satellite e trasmessi a un centro di soccorso in mare 
tramite una stazione terrestre.  


GPS Global Positioning System. Sistema di navigazione che 
mediante diversi satelliti in orbita attorno al globo,  
permette di stabilire una posizione esatta sulla Terra.  


RCC Rescue Coordination Centre. 
Centro di coordinamento del salvataggio. 


SAR Search and Rescue. 
Ricerca e salvataggio. 


UFCOM Ufficio federale delle comunicazioni 


UFAC Ufficio federale dell'aviazione civile. 
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Zukunftstrasse 44 
Postfach 


CH-2501 Biel-Bienne 
Tel. +41 32 327 58 24 
Fax. +41 32 327 58 40 


e-mail: affunk@bakom.admin.ch 


 


PLB Registration Form 


Please note! 


• A PLB registered in Switzerland may only be used abroad with the permission of the authorities in that country. 


• The data entered on the registration form will be stored in the REGA database and, if necessary, will be passed to 
other search and rescue organisations. 


• Any changes (address, contact person, change in PLB type etc.) must be notified to OFCOM immediately. 


• Please send the completed and signed registration form to: 
Federal Office of Communications 
Radio Licences Section 
Postfach 
2501- Biel-Bienne 


1. Type of registration 


New registration  Modified registration  


2. Technical data of the PLB 


Manufacturer: .................................................................................................................................. 


Model/Type: .................................................................................................................................. 


Serial number: .................................................................................................................................. 


3. PLB Identification 


                              
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 


4. PLB owner 


Last name: ................................................... First name: ......................................................... 


Adress: ................................................... Postcode:........... Town: ................................... 


Tel. home: ................................................... Tel. work: ........................................................... 


Mobile: ................................................... 


5. Contact person (24 hours) 


Last name: ................................................... First name: ......................................................... 


Adress: ................................................... Postcode:........... Town: ................................... 


Tel. home: ................................................... Tel. work: ........................................................... 


Mobile: ................................................... 


 
 
 
Place and date: ................................................... Signature: ................................................... 






