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Issue:  value of the ”VHF only”  (basic) radio operator’s certifcate

Introduction

The harmonised CEPT examination syllabus for the Short Range Certificate (SRC) was adopted in Nicosia in 1994 and later on reviewed within the framework of FM PT 46 in 2009.  

At its meeting in Kiev (October 2009) WG FM adopted the revision of ERC Recommendation 31-04 on ‘the harmonised CEPT examination procedures for the Short Range Certificate (SRC) for non-SOLAS vessels’ and agreed to its publication on the ECO website.

So, since some time a set of requirements are agreed within CEPT for candidates who wish to obtain a radio operator’s certificate required for the use of a radio station on board non-SOLAS vessels.

However, in the same time Administrations are still issueing so called ”VHF only” radio operator certifcates for mainly pleasure craft owners / users who wish to sail on national inland waterways. 

Questions that arise ae: 
1. what is the present value of this ”VHF only” certificate vis-a-vis the SRC? and
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]are Administrations issueing ”VHF only” certificates and SRC in parallel?

FM PT 46 is invited to discuss the issue and to provide any views on the value and treatment of the ”VHF only” radio operator certificate within CEPT.  
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