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	Summary

The UHF Roadmap adopted by WGFM foresees an impact analysis in 2012.

The purpose of this document is to stimulate the creation of a framework including proposals for the common most important objectives, the options, and work arrangements for submission to WGFM and the ECC for adoption.

ECC report 125 describes the rules and principles for impact analysis.



	Proposal

SRDMG is kindly asked to discuss the document with the goal to identify the text for a work item proposal describing the work to be undertaken in 2012.



	Background

See ECC Report 125 as well as SRDMG(11)067 UHF Roadmap


Task: 

SRD/MG to describe preliminary objectives and plan for an impact analysis 

Principles:

The assessment should be designed to help the ECC choose the right spectrum option which is most beneficial. 

1. Frequency opportunities to be considered

      2.1 all or part of 870-876 MHz 

           and 915-921 MHz (global spectrum harmonisation)

2.2 improvements in 863-870 MHz (includes FM22 spectrum monitoring results)

      2.3 other frequency opportunities 

Question 1: Re-discuss 169 MHz with regard to SM/SG based on questionnaire results as well as plans in USA and Canada?
Question 2: Any linkage to white space discussions? Last SRDMG did not support studies/option in TV white spaces.

We need to include the option “no new intervention”.

The assessment involves systematically weighting up the benefits, costs and other impacts of the spectrum options and should be evidence-based:
Analyse the impact 

4.1 General economic value

4.2 General societal value

4.3 Opportunity costs

An “impact assessment” within CEPT should be carried out in accordance with ECC RoP/WM. There is a need to describe the objectives of these studies.

ECC Report 125:

Impact Assessments form a key part of best practice policy-making and they should be carried out whenever considering measures which are likely to have a significant impact on the market. The nature of the Impact Assessment will depend on the type of decision being made. An Impact Assessment relating to a wide-ranging strategic review will be different to an Impact Assessment concerned with a detailed, narrowly-focused policy proposal.  

When developing Decisions or Recommendations or adopting policies/approaches, it is recommended that the ECC requests or approves an ECC entity to carry out an Impact Assessment, on a case by case basis, if these are likely to involve the adoption of new policies or approaches of strategic importance or have a significant impact on the market as well as on the general public.

What stages are involved in an Impact Assessment?

· Identification/description of the issue/problem(s) (stage 1);

· Describe the policy /measure and identify the objectives (stage 2); 

· Identify and describe the regulatory options (stage 3); 

· Determine the impacts on all stakeholders including relevant spectrum incumbents (stage 4);  

· Determine the impact on competition (if relevant) (stage 5); 

· Assess the impacts and choose the best option (stage 6); 

· Monitoring and evaluation (stage 7);

The principle of proportionality
The depth of analysis should be proportional to the importance of the proposed policy.

If stages’ 1 & 2 contents are poorly defined, this can lead to regulatory failure (i.e. unintended consequences, implementation and enforcement failures, “capture” by interest groups).
First Objective: Equity -> as much as possible prefers non-specific, applications-neutral access to spectrum. This may require grouping of applications having the same requirements. One can make use of the medium access / mitigation techniques.

Finally, the assessment needs to include some evaluation regarding the risks and uncertainty involved since some figures are based on forecasts and basis assumptions. These main uncertainties have to be determined.
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