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Summary: 

FM PT 48 is tasked with the identification of possible candidate bands for harmonised spectrum for Broadband DA2GC.  At its recent meeting (13-14 September 2011, Maisons-Alfort, France), a proposal to include the 2 GHz bands (1980 - 2010 / 2170 - 2200 MHz) into the list of candidate bands and to request SE PT 44 to perform the necessary compatibility studies was made.  FM PT 48 considered the issue but due to diverging views a conclusion on the proposal could not be reached. 

This document contains an Irish proposal to CEPT in relation to the proposed inclusion of the 2 GHz bands (1980 - 2010 / 2170 - 2200 MHz) into the list of candidate bands for Broadband DA2GC.


	
Proposal:

Regarding the proposed inclusion of the 2 GHz bands (1980 ‑ 2010 / 2170 ‑ 2200 MHz)  into the list of candidate bands for Broadband DA2GC: 

· CEPT should be very cautious and guarded about considering the potential of the 2 GHz band for uses other than the Mobile Satellite Service (MSS) at present as it risks destabilising the development of the EC-supported MSS in the band.  It is premature to make judgements about the level of take-up of the MSS in Europe at the present time.

Ireland considers that if WG FM decides to include the 2 GHz MSS bands in the list of candidate bands for Broadband DA2GC, this should be followed by complete and thorough compatibility studies to examine the feasibility of sharing between DA2GC and MSS.  

· If the results of such compatibility studies indicate that MSS/DA2GC sharing is not feasible, Ireland is of the view that the 2 GHz band (1980 ‑ 2010 / 2170 ‑ 2200 MHz) must then be removed as a candidate band for Broadband DA2GC.    




	
Background:

At its recent meeting (13-14 September 2011, Maisons-Alfort, France), a proposal by Deutsche Telekom and Alcatel-Lucent (Document FM48(11)029 Rev 1) was presented.  The proposal is to include the 2 GHz bands (1980 ‑ 2010 / 2170 - 2200 MHz) into the list of candidate bands for Broadband Direct-Air-to-Ground-Communications (DA2GC) and to request SE PT 44 to perform the necessary compatibility studies.  

FM PT 48 considered the issue but due to diverging views a conclusion on the proposal could not be reached.  WG FM has been invited to consider the issue. In this consideration WG FM should take note of current regulatory situation within Europe and, in particular, projects which have been undertaken within the European Union.







1	Introduction 
A number of candidate bands are currently under discussion in FM PT 48, and some of them have been chosen for compatibility studies to be performed in SE PT 44. 
Regulatory implications and compatibility aspects must be considered for all potential candidate bands. The bands 1980 - 2010 / 2170 - 2200 MHz are allocated to the MOBILE and the MOBILE SATELLITE SERVICE and are designated in Europe for use by systems in the Mobile Satellite Service. 

2	Current regulatory situation in the 2 GHz MSS bands 
Ireland would like to draw the attention of WG FM to the status of MSS including Complementary Ground-Component (CGC) on a pan European basis.  This is clearly set out in the relevant European Decisions 2007/98/EC, 2008/626/EC and 2009/449/EC.  Note in particular Article 3 of Commission Decision 2007/98/EC which states that:
“Member States shall designate and make available as from 1 July 2007 the frequency bands 1 980 to 2 010 MHz and 2 170 to 2 200 MHz for systems providing mobile satellite 	services. Any other use of these bands shall not cause harmful interference to systems 	providing mobile satellite services and may not claim protection from harmful interference 	caused by systems providing mobile satellite services.”
Furthermore, the attention of WG FM is drawn to ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(06)09, in particular considering l which states, 
“that the co-frequency operation of mobile satellite systems with respect to terrestrial mobile systems has been studied in similar frequency bands within the ECC and has proven to be unfeasible (see ECC Report 45) unless there are separation distances, in the order of several hundreds of kilometres, between the respective service areas.“  




3	Proposal
Ireland proposes that: 
1. CEPT should be very cautious and guarded about considering the potential of the 2 GHz band for uses other than the Mobile Satellite Service (MSS) at present as it risks destabilising the development of the EC-supported MSS in the band.  It is premature to make judgements about the level of take-up of the MSS in Europe at the present time.
Ireland considers that if WG FM decides to include the 2 GHz MSS bands in the list of candidate bands for Broadband DA2GC this should be followed by complete and thorough compatibility studies to examine the feasibility of sharing between DA2GC and MSS. 
2. If the results of such compatibility studies indicate that MSS/DA2GC sharing is not feasible, the 2 GHz band (1980 - 2010 / 2170 - 2200 MHz) must then be removed as a candidate band for Broadband DA2GC. 

4	Conclusion
It is premature to make judgements about the level of take-up of the MSS in Europe at the present time. A decision to include the 2 GHz MSS bands in the list of candidate bands for Broadband DA2GC risks destabilising the development of the EC-supported MSS in the band. 
Ireland recommends that CEPT should be very cautious and guarded about considering the potential of the 2 GHz band for uses other than the Mobile Satellite Service (MSS) at present and considers that if WG FM does decide to include the 2 GHz MSS bands in the list of candidate bands for Broadband DA2GC, this should be followed by complete and thorough compatibility studies to examine the feasibility of sharing between DA2GC and MSS.  If the results of such compatibility studies indicate that MSS/DA2GC sharing is not feasible, Ireland is of the view that the 2 GHz band (1980 ‑ 2010 / 2170 ‑ 2200 MHz) must then be removed as a candidate band for Broadband DA2GC.    

image1.wmf
ECC

Electronic Communications Committee

CEPT


