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	Summary: 

	WARC-92 allocated the band 1452-1492 MHz on a primary basis for use by the broadcasting satellite service for the purposes of digital sound broadcasting via satellite and envisaged the use of complementary terrestrial sound broadcasting. 

The ECC/DEC/(03)/02 on designation of the frequency band 1479.5-1492 MHz for use by satellite digital audio broadcasting systems entered into force 2003. Nine years after initiating the work to prepare the Decision, without any substantial development of the broadcasting satellite service within CEPT, it has to be reviewed with the possibility to be withdrawn.
According decides 2 of ECC/DEC/(03)/02 the “Decision shall be reviewed inter alia on the basis of market demand at least every 10 years”. Furthermore, ECC Rules of Procedure (art. 12.4.1) states that “each Decision shall be reviewed on a regular basis, but not later than every five years. The start of the review of a Decision shall be decided by the responsible entity and the review should take account of an initial assessment made by the Office, and any other relevant information. As a consequence of this review the Plenary shall decide whether to maintain, amend or withdraw the Decision.”
Considering the very limited development of digital sound broadcasting via satellite Sweden do not see this application as one of the most appropriate for CEPT. Consequently, the ECC/DEC/(03)/02 on designation of the frequency band 1479.5-1492 MHz for use by satellite digital audio broadcasting systems shall be withdrawn in order to not limit the work currently carried out in FM PT 50 on future use of the 1452-1492 MHz band. 

	Proposals: 

	· WG FM to review Decision ECC/DEC/(03)02, eight years after the Decision entered into force, and initiate an assessment made by the Office as appropriate. 
· With the objective to harmonize the regulatory environment for the entire 1452-1492 MHz and considering the very limited development of digital sound broadcasting via satellite across Europe in the 1479.5-1492 MHz frequency band Sweden is of the opinion that ECC/DEC/(03)/02 shall be withdrawn. 
· WG FM to provide guidance to FM PT 50 on how to treat Decision ECC/DEC/(03)02 in its ongoing work.  

	Background:

	WARC-92 allocated the band 1452-1492 MHz on a primary basis for use by the broadcasting satellite service for the purposes of digital sound broadcasting via satellite and envisaged the use of complementary terrestrial sound broadcasting. In addition to that the ITU-R Resolution 528 limits the broadcasting satellite service (sound) use to the band 1467-1492 MHz since WRC-03. As a consequence of no operational digital sound broadcasting via satellite in this frequency band 1992-2002 WG FM initiated the work to prepare a new ECC decision in order to limit satellite digital audio broadcasting (S-DAB) to a part of the 40 MHz, i.e. 1479.5-1492 MHz. 
The introductory text of ECC/DEC/(03)/02 says that “new satellite systems within the broadcasting satellite service (BSS) are planned to be introduced in Europe to offer digital audio broadcast services for individual users via personal, portable and vehicular receive-only terminals. These new satellite systems are identified as providing satellite digital audio broadcasting (S-DAB) services. The aim of this Decision is to provide a common approach for CEPT administrations for the harmonised designation of the band 1479.5-1492 MHz for the use by S-DAB systems.” Nine years after initiating the work to prepare the Decision we still cannot identify any substantial development of the broadcasting-satellite service within CEPT and hence very limited value for the society and European citizens of this frequency band. 
This is not reflected in the current table of European common allocations where the major utilization in the 1479.5-1492 MHz band is S-DAB and the response to the recent FM PT 45 questionnaire on the band 1452-1492 MHz showed that there are a big variety of possible future applications. However, only a very limited number of administrations expressed that they see broadcasting via satellite as a possible future use of the 1452-1492 MHz frequency band.
It should be noted that there is political interest within CEPT and good potential for having a harmonised solution for the use on this band across Europe. Consequently, the overall aim of WG FM and FM PT 50 should be to manage the work to find a solution which satisfies the requirements as far as possible.
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