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	Summary: 

	At ITU level, the L band (1452-1492 MHz) is currently the only frequency band below 3 GHz allocated on a global basis for the provision of broadcast satellite services. In Europe, such use is limited to the upper 12.5 MHz of spectrum, in which ECC DEC(03)02 (designating the band for S-DAB) applies
.
Following an inventory of existing, planned and possible other future uses of the band by FM PT45, WG FM mandated FM PT50 to assess which future use(s) of the L band would be the most appropriate for CEPT. In the course of these discussions, satellite broadcasting is being considered as one of the candidate applications, as also supported by the existence of a large number of active ITU filings from CEPT administrations, foreseeing European satellite coverage. In accordance with its mandate, FM PT50 is applying a systematic and neutral approach to its work, which it expects to finalise by September 2012.
For this reason, the SAP REG, ESOA and the RNP Forum consider that it would be premature and inappropriate to consider a revision of the ECC/DEC/(03)/02, until FM PT50 has provided the results of the analysis it is conducting in the L band with a view to providing WG FM and the ECC with appropriate recommendations on the future use of this band. 

	Proposals: 

	To postpone the discussions relating to the potential revision of ECC/EC/(03)/02 until after FM PT50 has finalised its analysis of the future use(s) of the 1452-1492 MHz band which would be the most appropriate for CEPT.

	Background:

	· At ITU level, the L band is allocated on a co-primary basis in all three ITU Regions to the Broadcasting Service (sound) and the Satellite-Broadcasting Service (sound), and is subject to the provisions of ITU-R Resolution 528 (WARC-92). As such, the L band is currently the only frequency band allocated on a global basis for the provision of satellite broadcast (S-DAB) services below 3 GHz. Two broadcasting satellites, AfriStar and AsiaStar, are today in operation in this frequency band – with one covering part of Europe. 
At CEPT level, the band 1479.5-1492 MHz has been harmonised for use by S-DAB systems under the premises of ECC/DEC/(03)/02. 

· FM PT50 has been created to assess ”which future use(s) of the 1452-1492 MHz band would be the most appropriate for CEPT”.

S-DAB today stands among the candidate applications that are currently being discussed in the framework of FM PT50’s work, and it should be noted that a large number of active ITU filings from CEPT countries exist in this frequency range, which can enable S-DAB services with European coverage.


· About SAP REG: SAP REG members include Aeromobile, Alcatel-Lucent Mobile Broadcast, Avanti Communications, Boeing, EADS Astrium, ESOA, Europa-Max, Eutelsat, France Telecom, GVF, Globalstar, Hispasat, Hogan Lovells International, Hughes Network Systems, ICO Global Communications, Inmarsat Ventures PLC, Intelsat, ISI, Iridium, LightSquared, MSUA, ONDAS Media, ONDE Numérique, ROSE Vision, SES, Solaris Mobile, Squire Sanders, Thales Alenia Space, Telespazio, Terrestar, Thuraya and WorldSpace.

· About ESOA: Members of ESOA are: Avanti Communications, EADS Astrium Services, Eurasiasat, Eutelsat, HellasSat, Hispasat, Inmarsat, Intelsat, SES, Telenor Broadcasting & Telespazio.  Arianespace, EADS Astrium Satellites, Marsh, Mansat, Munich Re, Newtec, O3b, Solaris Mobile, Swiss Re & Thales Alenia Space are Supporting Members of ESOA
· About the RNP Forum: the RNP Forum has been created in July, 2011 by Thales Alenia Space, Viaccess, Actia Sodielec and Onde Numérique to ”promote and coordinate the emergence of subscription radio services through harmonised technologies in Europe”, Further information can be found in http://cept.org/Documents/fm-50/794/FM50_11_INFO_003_Creation_RNP_Forum 
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� ECC Decision of 17 October 2003 ”on the designation of the frequency band  1479.5 – 1492 MHz for use by Satellite Digital Audio Broadcasting systems”
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