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	Summary: 
It has been suggested to convert PT46 into a Forum Group. This document is a response to this suggestion.


	

	Proposal: 
Finland is of the opinion that FM PT46 should NOT be converted into a Forum Group. The status and position of PT46 should be retained with its present form allowing physical meetings and allowing the flexibility within the group. The work of PT46 should be based on its ToR, updated and approved as necessary. PT46 should, however, work by correspondence and by electronic means whenever appropriate.


	

	Background: 

Co-operation between CEPT administrations is very important in the field of radiocommunications. Maritime communication has a role in this.  Due to its nature, especially taking safety aspects into account, maritime has always been strongly regulated. To continue the high-quality administrative handling of maritime radio in Europe, a place for regulatory maritime experts is needed. There is no other such place in Europe than PT46.
There is a big number of important maritime radio issues falling outside CPG work (preparations for the WRC). A specialist group is therefore needed to handle these issues. There is often, if not always, very close link with the ITU-R, IMO and ETSI amongst others. It is important that CEPT administrations are able to co-operate efficiently and reliably. PT46 members also attend ITU IMO and ETSI meetings supporting the shared opinions and views concluded in PT46. As we understand, the status of a Forum Group compared to a PT as structured today, would be lesser. Therefore it is more than likely that administrations would be less active in future in a Forum Group.
New commercial equipment innovations are rapidly filling the European market. Part of these innovations (products) claim to be maritime safety equipment. Here it is necessary that administrations have a specialist forum to react and handle these innovations by controlling and regulating them properly and efficiently. Part of this work is being done at standardization field. European standards and especially European Norms are falling under the responsibility of ETSI. Therefore PT46 and the responsible ETSI working group (ERM-TG26) have established direct co-operation between them.
The aim of the group may not necessarily and solely be to create deliverables on a regular basis. However, there is a work ongoing (ToR) to update the examination requirements for ROC and GOC (ERC/DEC/(99)01). This work is very important and must be completed. (The predecessor of PT 46 drafted these requirements, which later on were adopted by the world as part of the International Radio Regulations). Similarly the group has recently updated the examination requirements for SRC and LRC (CEPT/ECC Recommendations). All these deliverables and their maintenance are very important to the maritime community. Through experience we know that the only way to conclude this work properly and ensure the quality of the outcome is to have physical meetings. Electronic way of working, such as email correspondence, may serve ad Hoc purposes, and is also used by PT46, but is not necessarily an efficient way to work for a big number of participants. In addition, experts would most likely contribute less than in proper physical meetings...or ...in worst case, they won't contribute at all, if physical meetings would not be possible.
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