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NEWS DIGEST

The latest news about the electronic communications sector from the ECO
March 2012
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Pan-European news 

Tech-savvy Baby Boomers drive demand for electronic health systems

KPMG and the Manchester Business School have published a report 'Accelerating Innovation: the power of the crowd' suggesting that moves toward eHealth are being driven by the Baby Boomer generation, fuelled by their experiences and comfort as online consumers.  However, the report also goes onto reveal that professional attitudes and funding are the biggest blocks to progress.

The report focuses on examples of eHealth projects from across the globe and cites the UK's Department of Health telecare programme involving 6,000 patients across 3 locations as a particular success story as it enabled patients with chronic diseases, such as diabetes or heart conditions, to self-monitor and report their results, which led to a 15% reduction in A&E visits, 14% reduction in bed days and 45% reduction in mortality rates.

It also gives an example from Denmark on the creation of a public web-based portal allowing patients to access their records, book appointments and order medication over a secure network.  The programme it says has resulted in significant financial savings and enabled the government to merge 15 counties into 5 distinct regions without disrupting health provision.

However, the report indicates that whilst some attempts to drive eHealth have been successful, many have lost momentum after the pilot phase.  According to the data, the top three barriers to eHealth implementation are money (34%), attitudes amongst medical professionals (29%) and poor change management (21%).

To report goes onto recommend three conditions for success: 

· Crowd accelerated innovation: large numbers of early participants are needed to trigger widespread acceptance and create economies of scale 

· Collaborative alignment: varied interests of different players in the healthcare system need to be better aligned to reduce barriers to innovation 

· Creative dislocation: new ways of working must replace the old, rather than remaining a costly ‘add-on’. 
Andrew Hine, KPMG's head of public healthcare, said: “While there is no single path to eHealth transformation, it is too important and too expensive for organisations to repeat the mistakes of their peers.  Indeed, much value will come from sharing lessons between countries, systems, institutions and professionals.” (30 March 2012)

Neelie Kroes, speaking at the KPMG Accelerating Innovation Conference in Brussels, welcomed the report for its “hard statistics, convincing case studies and good analysis of success factors.” (29 March 2012)

ETNO and ITU bring together policy makers and industry players from Europe and beyond to discuss the future of International Telecommunications Rules

ETNO and the ITU have jointly announced that they are holding a high level workshop for policy makers and industry from Europe and beyond on 19 April in Brussels to discuss any issues or concerns relating to the International Telecommunications Rules with a view to finding common ground or to identify areas for closer collaboration in advance of the World Conference on International Telecommunications in December. Further details are available at: http://www.etno.be/Default.aspx?tabid=2478  (29 March 2012)
EU reaches preliminary deal on future-proof roaming solution for mobile phone users
The European Commission has announced details of its preliminary agreement with the European Parliament and Council on new EU roaming rules. The deal is expected to be approved by the European Parliament in May and the Council in June. It will then enter into force in July.  
From 2014, it is hoped the new rules will provide a long-term structural solution to the current high cost of using a mobile phone or tablet whilst travelling in the EU, by creating more competition in the roaming market by giving virtual mobile operators and resellers who do not have their own network the right to access other operators’ networks at regulated wholesale prices. In addition, competitive data roaming will be opened up by allowing mobile operators to directly offer data roaming services to travellers on their own national networks.

In the meantime, the new rules place safeguard limits on the prices charged to consumers whilst travelling which decrease progressively until 2014. 
From July 2012, mobile roaming fees are to be capped at: 29 cents per minute to make a call; 8 cents per minute to receive a call; and 9 cents to send a text, and 70 cents per MB to download data or browse the Internet. In addition, From July 2014, consumers should be able to shop around for the best deal and sign up for a separate mobile contract for roaming. The new price levels are based on new data from BEREC on the industry cost of providing roaming services. (28 March 2012)
An EU Cybercrime Centre to fight online criminals and protect e-consumers

The European Commission has announced a proposal to establish a European Cybercrime Centre within the Europol Office in The Hague to help protect European consumers and businesses from cybercrime. The EC says the centre will be the European focal point in fighting cybercrime and will focus on illegal online activities carried out by organised crime groups, particularly with regard to credit card and bank fraud. It will also concentrate on protecting Europeans’ online profiles on social networks. The centre is expected to come into operation in January 2013. (28 March 2012)

Eurostat publishes new research on computer skills across member states 
New Eurostat figures reveal that 3.4% of students across the 27 member states graduated in computer science in 2009, compared with 4% in 2005.
However, the research gives a mixed picture for the share of computing graduates between 2005 and 2009 across individual countries, showing the highest increases in Malta (1.9% of all graduates in 2005 to 5.6% in 2009) and Hungary (2% to 3.4%). And the largest decreases in Portugal (5.1% to 1.7%) and the United Kingdom (5.9% to 4%).

In 2009, the highest shares of computing graduates were found in Malta and Austria (both 5.6% of all graduates); Spain (5.1%); Cyprus (4.7%); and Estonia (4.4%).

The research also shows that in 2011 more than three quarters of individuals aged 16-74 had used a computer, with the share increasing to 96% amongst those aged 16-24. The highest shares of those aged 16-74 to have used a computer were seen in Sweden (96%), Denmark, Luxembourg and the Netherlands (all 94%), and the lowest in Romania (50%), Bulgaria (55%), and Greece (59%). In most member states, the share of young people having used a computer was above 95%. (26 March 2012)

Separately, the Commission commented at the launch of European e-skills week 2012 that although virtually all young people are familiar with electronic games and social networking, many are not sufficiently competent in ICT within a business context. This, it predicts, will lead to a significant shortfall in ICT talent of as many as 700,000 professionals by 2015. The Commission is therefore calling for a concerted effort to get more young people up-skilling in ICT to improve European innovation and its global competitiveness.  (20 March 2012)

Huawei International Advisory Council Brainstorms Strategy to Strengthen Commitment to Europe

Huawei, in a news release published on pr.EurActiv.com, has announced that its International Advisory Council (IAC), at its meeting at the beginning of March, identified Europe as one of the most important markets for Huawei's future development.  

As a result, Huawei has confirmed that it will increase its investment in Europe with a focus on establishing more effective partnerships with European firms, creating more jobs and attracting local talent.  Huawei also stated that it would put more focus on efficiency and profitability. (22 March 2012)

BEREC launches sector engagement programme with operator summit

BEREC has announced that it is to meet with some of Europe’s largest fixed, mobile and cable operators on 12 April, which marks the start of its two-year strategic engagement programme with the industry.  The European regulators’ group hopes to develop a mutually beneficial dialogue with a range of stakeholders including users groups, services providers, vendors, and other sector innovators to gain further insights and understanding about the future direction of the telecommunications sector which it hopes will help to shape its future work programme and strategic thinking. (20 March 2012)

ETNO calls for a consistent data protection framework on both sides of the Atlantic

To coincide with the annual EU conference on privacy and data protection held in Washington DC on 19 March, ETNO Executive Board Chair, Luigi Gambardella, has called for a level playing field on privacy and data protection regulations. In a statement published on pr.EurActiv.com, Mr. Gambardella states that the EU proposal for a Data Protection regulation is a first step towards establishing a sound and future proof framework. However, he argues that in the interests of business and citizens data protection rules should not be developed in isolation, given the global nature of the Internet and the importance of cross-border business. (19 March 2012)

EU regulators say telecoms block Skype

Mobile telecom companies regularly block voice over IP (VoIP) and prevent services such as Skype from functioning on their networks, BEREC says in the preliminary findings of its report on internet neutrality, EurActiv.com reports.

The findings are the result of a survey carried out by BEREC over several months and represents information gathered from 250 fixed-line and 150 mobile operators across Europe. (16 March 2012)

BEREC has stated that the most frequently reported traffic management practices are the blocking and/or throttling of peer-to-peer (P2P) traffic, on both fixed and mobile networks, and the blocking of Voice over IP (VoIP) traffic (mostly on mobile networks, usually based on specific contract terms). When blocking/throttling is implemented in the network, it is typically done through deep packet inspection (DPI). (9 March 2012)
European Commission has high hopes for Hybrid TV

The EBU has announced that it held a joint seminar with ACT (Association of Commercial Television) at the beginning of March on Hybrid TV to give the European Commission an insight into existing services along with an overview of technological developments and regulatory challenges and their market impact. This it says was particularly important given the Commission’s positive stance on Hybrid TV which it sees as a potential driver in the rollout of high speed internet and in the creation of new markets for European content producers. (15 March 2012)
European standards organisations make progress towards Smart Grid standards and reference architecture

CEN, CENELEC and ETSI have announced that they are working together to develop standards for the next generation of electricity networks, known as ‘Smart Grids’, under a mandate from the European Commission.  The three organisations have set up a Smart Grid Coordination Group (SG-CG) to take this work forward and have announced on pr.EurActiv.com the publication of two interim reports on the proposed technical reference architecture for smart grids, and on sustainable standardisation processes. 
The SG-CG further states that it is aiming to present a first set of standards for smart grids, as well as a report covering data security and privacy issues, by the end of 2012. The work on smart grids (under mandate M/490) it reports is being coordinated with other standardisation work that is currently underway in relation to smart meters and electric vehicles (under mandates M/441 and M/468 respectively) so as to ensure a coherent framework. (13 March 2012) 
New step in telecoms unbundling finds tough hurdles

EurActiv.com has reported that an attempt by the Italian Parliament to further liberalise telecom services has spurred an unprecedentedly tough reaction from top European operators and regulators that say the changes could protect vested interests. The lower chamber of the Italian Parliament is said to have introduced a new liberalisation measure in Italy’s telecoms market which allows last-mile operators to choose their own repair and maintenance providers for telephone exchanges. 

Both ETNO and BEREC have voiced concern over the issue. With BEREC expressing “deep concern” that the move threatens the integrity and independence of national telecoms regulators.  BEREC is calling on the European Commission to speak out against what it says can only be described “as a worrying trend”. It further argues that the Commission should closely monitor developments in Italy and launch infringement procedures if the decree becomes law. (13 March 2012)
Unblocking the broadband bottleneck

Speaking at the Cable Congress of the European Cable Communications Association, in Brussels, Neelie Kroes re-emphasised the economic importance of meeting Europe’s broadband objectives and of the need to promote sustainable investment.

Such objectives would be achieved, the Vice President argued, through opening up markets to the maximum extent possible, stimulating competition in every link of the chain, and delivering the maximum possible consumer choice; the maximum possible market opportunity.

A gradual approach based on a mix of technologies was also considered necessary. “Whether it's fibre to the home, fibre to the cabinet, next generation mobile solutions, or of course upgraded cable: they all have their part to play. We need a complementary combination of solutions, introduced incrementally, and tailored to local needs” said Kroes.
On broadband rollout, the Vice President said it was important to cut out unnecessary costs such as expensive public works projects which lead to wasteful duplications. She confirmed that she would be taking forward the Commission’s ideas on realising “vast potential savings” to the College of Commissioners later this year, having received agreement from the European Council.
She also stressed the importance of new developments in content, like Connected TV. Predicting that within the next two to three years 90% of TVs sold in Europe will be internet-connectable and confirming that later in the year the Commission would be producing a policy paper on Connected TV “to make sure we're ready to let this market flourish”. 

In conclusion, the Vice President said that the real answer to unblocking investment in broadband would be achieved by supporting competition, by supporting a mix of technologies, by cutting risk and costs, and by stimulating a vibrant content market. (8 March 2012)
Cable suppliers aim to cover half EU households

The European cable industry aims to increase its coverage of high-speed internet connections to over half of EU households by 2020, in a move that would help meet the EU's ambitious targets on high-speed broadband, EurActiv.com reports. (8 March 2012)

Regulators should serve operator and consumer

Speaking at the Cable Congress Policy Session, Georg Serentschy, Chair of BEREC, said that platform competition is the most effective way to drive competition and speed up progress of Next Generation Access, reports Julian Clover from Broadband TV News. (8 March 2012)

UK Ofcom speech to Dynamic Spectrum Access Forum 

Speaking at the Dynamic Spectrum Access Forum, Ed Richards from UK Ofcom called for decisive and bold thinking from regulators and policy makers on current spectrum management approaches to unleash the potential of dynamic spectrum access.  In moving towards implementation, he said: “we need a timely definition of an appropriate regulatory framework and industry standards to ensure we enable innovative new access to our spectrum in a way that safeguards other uses.”

When referring to work undertaken within CEPT to develop the right regulatory requirements for database-assisted access to TV white spaces, Richards argued that: “It is important for CEPT to focus on issues relating to the “interfaces” between databases and devices, rather than details of how databases are implemented.”

He went onto say that he welcomed the European Commission’s mandate for ETSI to create European harmonised standards for cognitive and software-defined radios and was particularly encouraged that the EC mandate included work specifically related to database-assisted access to TV white spaces. Enabling TV white spaces, he concluded, could potentially enable access to white spaces in other bands and to further dynamic spectrum access methods, including database-assisted spectrum access, cognitive sensing, dynamic licensed & exempt. (7 March 2012)

Lack of effective access to fibre networks may impact competition in high speed broadband, study finds

According to ECTA, in a news release on pr.EurActiv.com, a new report carried out by the research and consulting group WIK has found that roll-out of next generation vDSL networks to allow higher speeds was now relatively widespread in some countries, but that take-up was poor, with less than 1 in 5 households using the services available. WIK have suggested that this could be due to the lack of effective enforcement of the European Commission’s 2010 Recommendation on next generation fibre access, which requires dominant firms to open their fibre networks to rivals. 

The report, which is based on surveys in 17 European countries, includes the following recommendations to open up competition:

· National telecoms regulators should ensure a more rigorous application of the European Commission’s NGA Recommendation in order to promote competition and penetration of very high speed broadband. Accordingly incumbent operators should be obliged to comply with access, transparency and non-discrimination obligations in the cases foreseen by the NGA Recommendation. 

· European regulators’ group BEREC should provide further guidance to national regulators on technical specifications for access to fibre networks.

· NRAs should ensure that access to next generation networks is provided at cost-based rates except in those cases provided in the NGA Recommendation. 

(6 March 2012)

European Council confirms research and innovation as drivers of growth and jobs

The European Council has announced that EU Heads of State and Government believe that the Europe 2020 strategy is a key driver to European growth and jobs. One of the targets of Europe 2020, through the Innovation Union flagship, is to boost innovation, research and development in Europe. In particular, the Council states that Europe needs to improve its ability to transform good research into innovative products and services that meets market demand, stressing the need for more efforts to be made to complete the European Research Area by 2014, as well as a number of other important advances. (2 March 2012)

Industry accepts responsibility for security fears over cloud

Senior telecommunications executives warned at the Mobile World Congress that threats to cyber security and privacy are real and must be addressed by industry as cloud computing pushes technology into a hyper-connected phase, EurActiv reports.

In a session on cloud computing at the Barcelona conference on 28 February senior executives said the cloud was unleashing a new phase of technological development that would usher a ‘hyper-connected world’ and the so-called Internet of Things. Panellists discussed how this new model was posing serious cyber risks, for which the industry must take its share of responsibility and act. (2 March 2012)

Single ‘smart’ technology standard on horizon

The first step to creating a new single industry standard for smart homes and grids capable of offering energy savings and health monitoring is set to be made in Tokyo next month, according to EurActiv.
In an interview at the World Mobile Congress in Barcelona, a representative of the China Standards Authority – Huawei’s Richard Brennan – told EurActiv that he expects a large consortium of companies and standards agencies to sign preliminary papers with a view to creating the standard.  Brennan added that: “This is the first step to try to tie together, and to get our arms around, this global movement of billions of devices that are all going to be ‘addressable’ [in smart homes], and to marshal them into what users want.” (1 March 2012)

BEREC consults on proposed high level principles relating to issues of non-discrimination
BEREC announced that it is to consult on its review of three Common Positions (CPs) covering key wholesale access products: wholesale unbundled access, wholesale broadband access and wholesale leased lines. The review will consider non-discrimination, access (including issues relating to NGA), pricing and other issues. The European regulators’ group held a workshop on 15 March to set out the scope and process of the review. (1 March 2012)

National regulatory news
European Commission refers Hungary to Court for failure to end special text on telecoms operators
The European Commission has announced that it has referred Hungary to the EU’s Court of Justice because it continues to impose a special tax on the turnover of telecoms operators in violation of EU rules. The tax was introduced in October 2010 on three major sectors of the economy (retail commerce, energy, telecoms) to improve Hungary’s budgetary position. The Commission believes the tax to be illegal as EU telecoms rules allow sector-specific charges only to cover the specific costs of regulating the sector, and not to generate additional revenue for the central budget. (22 March 2012)

Commission asks Court of Justice to fine Portugal over exclusion of companies from providing universal service

The European Commission has announced that it has asked the European Court of Justice to impose a fine on Portugal for breaching a 2010 Court judgment requiring it to follow EU telecoms rules when deciding who should provide universal service in Portugal. The Commission says it is recommending a lump sum of €38,984 per day and a daily penalty of €7,571 until the obligations are fulfilled. (22 March 2012)

Commission queries OPTA’s regulatory plans for Dutch business broadband customers

The European Commission has announced that it will investigate whether the Dutch telecoms regulator (OPTA) should oblige KPN (the main Dutch telecoms operator) to give alternative operators access to its infrastructure so they can also offer high-speed broadband connections to business customers to increase competition. The Commission believes OPTA's decision not to regulate access to KPN's fibre-to-the-office (FttO) networks and to high-quality wholesale broadband is at odds with EU law and could have a negative effect on competition and the future development of fibre investment and innovation. The Commission has suspended OPTA’s plans pending an investigation. (21 March 2012)

Commission insists Latvian consumers should benefit from joined-up mobile networks

The European Commission has announced, in co-operation with BEREC, that it has suspended the Latvian telecoms regulator’s (SPRK) plans to excuse 13 mobile operators in Latvia from a regulatory obligation under EU telecoms rules to allow their competitors to terminate calls on their networks, pending an investigation. The Commission says it has serious concerns with the Latvian proposal not to use the access obligation and is particularly worried that the lack of such an obligation would not allow for a swift resolution of access problems and could leave consumers unable to make calls to other networks. SPRK's proposal could also make it possible for mobile operators to refuse or delay access to their networks in an attempt to eliminate their direct competitors from the market. (14 March 2012)

Russia brings forward DVB-T2

Chris Dziadul from Broadband TV News has reported that Russia has decided to bring forward the deployment of the DVB-T2 standard from 2015 to this year. (14 March 2012)

UK Ofcom sets out proposals to allow 4G mobile services this year

Ofcom has announced that it is consulting on an application from mobile phone operator Everything Everywhere to use its existing 1800 MHz spectrum to deliver LTE and WiMAX technologies. The regulator has said that it is minded to allow this change of use as it is likely to bring material benefits to consumers, including faster mobile broadband speeds and – depending on how Everything Everywhere uses the spectrum – potentially wider mobile broadband coverage in rural areas. The consultation closes on 8 May. (13 March 2012)

Referring to Ofcom’s preliminary decision to allow Everything Everywhere to use its 2G spectrum to launch 4G services, Guy Laurence, Vodafone’s UK boss, told the Sunday Times at the weekend, that the regulator had “taken leave of its senses”, David Manners from Electronics Weekly reports. (19 March 2012) 
Commission insists Spain must not delay cheaper mobile rates

The Spanish telecoms regulator’s (CMT) plans to postpone the introduction of cheaper mobile termination rates have been suspended the European Commission has announced. CMT planned to delay cheaper rates until January 2014, one year later than the Commission's recommended deadline. The Commission believes CMT's proposed delay could result in one more year of unnecessarily high mobile consumer prices in Spain at a time when Spanish consumers are already hard-hit by the economic crisis. CMT has three months to work with the Commission and BEREC to find a solution. (5 March 2012)
UK Ofcom postpones 600 MHz auction

Broadband TV News has reported that UK Ofcom is to postpone its auction of capacity at 600 MHz following decisions made at WRC12 in Geneva last month. Speaking at the DTG Summit, H Nwana, director of Ofcom’s spectrum policy group, said the regulator would consult later this month on its approach to the UHF spectrum and later consult on the 600 MHz award itself.  (5 March 2012)

General communications news
Cambridge-based white space radio firm targets US

Richard Wilson from Electronics Weekly has reported that the first commercially wireless communications system to use the TV white space spectrum has been announced by Neul and its US partner Carlson.

The system, which is called RuralConnect, is designed to offer broadband communications with a bandwidth of 16Mbit/s on each available vacant TV channel. (29 March 2012)

FCC Chairman’s statement on NTIA Report, ‘An assessment of the viability of accommodating wireless broadband in the 1755-1850 MHz band’

FCC Chairman, Julius Genachowski, has issued a statement in response to the NTIA report on accommodating wireless broadband in the 1755-1850 MHz band. Recognising the importance of finding extra spectrum to accommodate the growing demand for mobile broadband, he states that: “it’s time to focus on the 1755-1780 MHz band. This is a real and unique opportunity to free up 25 MHz of high-value spectrum in the near future.”
However, Genachowski stresses that the NTIA's report demonstrates the need for a balanced approach: “This is particularly true when considering the full 1755-1850 MHz band, where repurposing the entire band would be very expensive, affect important federal uses and commercial broadcast services, and could take a decade or more. Because 

federal law requires that revenue from auctioning federal spectrum exceed the relocation costs, these are serious issues and potential obstacles.”  

However, he goes onto state that: “The lower 25 megahertz in the 1755-1780 MHz band, where there appears to be a viable path forward for mobile broadband, presents a near-term opportunity to free up spectrum that can help drive U.S. economic growth and our global competitiveness.” (27 March 2012)

Satellite becomes Europe’s leading delivery platform

Julian Clover from Broadband TV News reports that new data released by SES as part of its annual Satellite Monitor shows that 84 million European households use direct-to-home satellite as their primary means of reception, an increase of 22% over the last four years. At the same time, terrestrial television has lost 16 million homes and cable 2 million. (27 March 2012)

Thomson hosts successful DVB-T2 Lite trial

Thomson Broadcast has announced that it has hosted a successful test of the DVB-T2 Lite standard during the Plug Fest event at the company’s Conflans-Sainte-Honorine site, Robert Briel from Broadband TV News reports.

The event, the trade magazine goes onto report, marks a significant stage in the validation of DVB-T2 Lite, which extends and improves the DVB-T2 standard’s performance for mobile reception. All the tests were successfully completed, enabling the full verification of release 1.3.1 of the DVB-T2 standard. (27 March 2012)

DVB-T2 concerns in Russia

Chris Dziadul from Broadband TV News has reported that the rollout of DVB-T2 in Russia has run into early difficulties. Kommersant is said to have reported that many terrestrial viewers have found themselves unable to watch TV as they do not have the necessary reception equipment. (26 March 2012)

Bosnia prepares for DTT

Chris Dziadul from Broadband TV News reports that DTT services should be up and running in Bosnia & Herzegovina by the end of this autumn, according to Mehmed Agovic, the advisor to the country’s minister of transport and communications. (22 March 2012)
FCC initiates rulemaking to promote interoperability
The FCC announced that it has issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) to promote interoperability and encourage the efficient use of spectrum in the commercial Lower 700 MHz band (698-746 MHz). The rulemaking is designed primarily to examine the interference concerns should the Lower 700 MHz band utilize a single band class for devices operating across the Lower 700 MHz A, B, and C Blocks. (21 March 2012)

FCC proposes 40 MHz of additional spectrum for mobile broadband

The FCC also announces that it has taken steps to increase the nation’s supply of spectrum for mobile broadband by removing unnecessary barriers to the flexible use of 40 MHz of additional spectrum currently assigned to the Mobile Satellite Service in the 2 GHz band. (21 March 2012)
Serbia starts DTT trial 

Serbia has begun a DTT trial from a transmitter located on Mt Avala near Belgrade using the DVB-T2 standard, reports Chris Dziadul from Broadband TV News. (21 March 2012)
Telecom firms in scramble for cashless mobile wallets

The UK’s three largest mobile operators filed an application with the European Commission for approval of a new cashless mobile wallet venture last week, joining a Dutch proposal still under consideration by the Commission against a background of growing international competition, EurActiv.com reports.

Any decision on the proposed UK joint venture – which is owned by Everything Everywhere, Telefónica UK (O2) and Vodafone UK – is expected to be watched carefully by rival companies considering similar ventures. Consortia in Germany, Sweden, Denmark and Hungary are said to be eager to develop platforms for rolling out mobile wallets. (19 March 2012)

EC and wireless operators on collision course

David Manners from Electronics Weekly has reported that Vodafone, France Telecom, Telecom Italia, Deutsche Telekom, and Telefonica are being questioned by the EC in relation to possible collusion, according to the New York Times.

The five companies, plus the operators’ trade body the GSMA, have been sent a questionnaire as part of an information-gathering process to determine if meetings between the five operators over the last two years constitute collusive behaviour.  (15 March 2012)

Delay for new DVB 3DTV spec

David Wood, Chair of the DVB’s 3DTV commercial module, speaking at the DVB World conference in Rome, said that the latest 3DTV technical specification being developed by the DVB would not be made available until the end of 2013, reports Julian Clover from Broadband TV News. (13 March 2012)
Fast IPTV and broadband growth in 2011

Robert Briel from Broadband TV News has reported that broadband and IPTV growth spiked to a high in 2011 with rates higher than at any time in the last five years, according to year-end figures published by the Broadband Forum.

Broadband growth, the trade magazine reports, is estimated at 65,493,596 lines, bringing the global total to 597,322,636, a quarterly increase of 2.6% and an annual growth rate of 12.3%. The figures, prepared for the Broadband Forum by broadband industry analysts Point Topic, also highlight the strongest ever quarter of growth in IPTV, which is today’s most demanding application for high speed broadband. (12 March 2012)

UN system collaborates on electronic waste disposal
The ITU has announced the signing of an international agreement between the Secretariat of the Basel Convention (SBC) and ITU aimed at protecting the environment from the adverse effects of e-Waste which can cause widespread damage to the environment and human health.  
The ITU-SBC collaboration seeks to collect and recycle hazardous materials found in e-waste by introducing safeguards in the management of the waste of electrical and electronic equipment.  (12 March 2012)

FCC Chairman announces public-private initiative to help drive FCC broadband agenda

Julius Genachowski, FCC Chairman, has announced a new Public-Private Initiative to drive collaboration among government and the private sector on broadband-related national priorities. It is hoped the initiative will advance key broadband goals, including those outlined in the National Broadband Plan, such as broadband adoption, digital literacy, technology 

and education, cybersecurity, public safety, job creation, and broadband and healthcare. 
Josh Gottheimer, Genachowski’s Senior Counsellor, has been appointed to lead the initiative for the Commission. (7 March 2012)

Ends

Please see Policy Tracker for the latest spectrum management news.
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