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	Summary: 

	This document presents extracts from the Minutes of the 30th ECC Plenary Meeting, held in Kazan, The Russian Federation, from 6th to 9th December 2011, and that are relevant to the work of WG FM. 

Exact wording has remained unchanged from the original as contained in Doc. ECC(11)094 except for underlining added to the "executive“ parts of the text, which may require certain follow up actions from the WG FM. Where reference is made in the text to specific Annexes without reference to a document, this reference relates to the relevant Annexes of Doc. ECC(11)094.

	Proposal: 

	WG FM to note the following and take actions where appropriate:

ECC Decisions

ECC approved for publication:

· Amended ECC/DEC/(02)05 on “The designation and availability of frequency bands for railway purposes in the 876 - 880 MHz and 921 - 925 MHz bands” and amended ECC/DEC/(04)06 on “The availability of frequency bands for the introduction of Wide Band Digital Land Mobile PMR/PAMR in the 400 MHz and 800/900 MHz bands”. Taking into account the editorial nature of the amendments to these ECC Decisions it was decided that there is no need for administrations to reconsider the implementation of these ECC Decisions (see Section 4.2 and Section 4.3).
· Amended ECC/DEC/(06)04 on the harmonised conditions for devices using Ultra-Wideband (UWB) technology in bands below 10.6 GHz. A total of 20 administrations indicated their intention to commit themselves to implement this ECC Decision while 1 administration indicated not being able to implement the ECC Decision. This Decision withdrew Decision ECC/DEC/(06)12. The ECC agreed on a liaison statement to the EC and ETSI proposing to update corresponding ETSI harmonised standards and EC decision on UWB (see Section 4.4).

· Amended ERC/DEC/(01)17 on “Harmonised frequencies, technical characteristics and exemption from individual licensing of Ultra Low Power Active Medical Implant (ULP-AMI) communication systems operating in the frequency band 401 - 406 MHz on a secondary basis”. A total of 20 administrations indicated their intention to commit themselves to implement this ECC Decision while 4 administrations indicated not being able to implement the ECC Decision. The ECC agreed on a liaison statement to the EC informing that the band 401-406 MHz can be used also for other types of SRDs and ECC is further considering the possible impact of the amended ERC Decision on the current regulation (see Section 4.5).
· New ECC/DEC/(11)GG on the withdrawal of ERC Decisions ERC/DEC/(01)02, ERC/DEC/(01)03, ERC/DEC/(01)07, ERC/DEC/(01)10, and ERC/DEC/(01)16 (see Section 4.6). 
· New ECC/DEC/(11)DD on “Exemption from individual licensing of digital terminals of narrowband or wideband PMR/PAMR/PPDR systems and free circulation and use of digital terminals of narrowband or wideband PPDR systems operating in the 80 MHz, 160 MHz, 380 - 470 MHz and 800/900 MHz bands”. A total of 20 administrations indicated their intention to commit themselves to implement this ECC Decision while 6 administrations indicated not being able to implement the ECC Decision. (see Section 4.7).
for Public Consultation: 

· Draft ECC/DEC/(12)AA on “Exemption from individual licensing and free circulation and use of terrestrial and satellite mobile terminals operating under the control of networks” ECC agreed that the aim of this Decision is to reduce the number of Decisions on exemption from individual licensing and free circulation and use of terrestrial and satellite mobile terminals operating under the control of networks. The proposed approach which combines terrestrial and satellite terminals in a single Decision would need to be assessed by all relevant stakeholders. Comments are therefore, in particular, invited on the pros and cons of this approach” (see Section 4.9).
Upcoming/ongoing work for WG FM
Fifth update of the technical annex to the SRD Decision

The ECC noted guidance document from the Commission on the fifth update of the technical annex to the SRD Decision and noted the request from Commission to include into the deliverable an explanatory note on how the guidance has been taken into account (see Section 6.1 and ECC(11)066).

SDR/CR

The ECC noted the progress of WG FM and WG SE on SDR/CR. Additionally  organisation issues of second public workshop with TERRA on cognitive and software defined radio were discussed. Based on ECO activities it was proposed that the provisional date for this workshop is the early in May, perhaps the same week as the ECC Steering Group. It was suggested to consider inviting speakers from other EU funded projects, e.g. QOSMOS or QUASAR as well as investigating representation from IETF-PAWS (see Section 7.1).
Use of the band 27.5 - 29.5 GHz by FS and FSS

The ECC endorsed the proposal of WG FM to revise of ECC/DEC/(05)01 and concluded that the revision should keep the high harmonisation level of 27.5-29.5 GHz frequency band and the implementation status of the Decision (see Section 7.3).

EFIS

The ECC noted the current status regarding EFIS. Also ECO proposal on futher development of the EFIS system, following its amalgamation with the ECA table, was considered. The ECC decided that the ECP proposal should be explored by the EFIS/MG, taking into accoint the possible impact on the costs (nationally and for the ECO), see Section 11.3.
Broadband DA2GC

The ECC noted the information on the spectrum requirements as provided by WG FM and invited WG FM to continue its work on the Broadband DA2GC subject based on the current assumptions (see Section 7.11).

Unpaired bands (1900 - 1920 MHz, 2010 - 2025 MHz) issue

The ECC tasked WG FM to continue to explore suitable usage scenarios for these 2 GHz unpaired bands in close cooperation with ECC PT1 and to report to next ECC meeting (see Section 7.14). 

PLT 

The ECC notes ToR of Joint SE/FM Forum Group on Power Line Transmission and and based on the WG FM proposal approved the liaison statement to the EC with the aim to exchange views on how the PLT issue can be commonly handled in a satisfactory way so as to ensure the protection of the radio services (see Section 7.7).

Road Transport and Traffic Telematic Systems

The ECC agreed to withdraw ECC/DEC/(02)01, as now Annex 5 and Annex 6 of ERC/REC 70-03 cover RTTS matters, and tasked WG FM to prepare an ECC Decision for withdrawal (see Section 7.4).
Airborne UWB applications

The ECC approved the development of a new regulation for airborne UWB applications (either new ECC Decision or amendment of ECC/DEC/(06)04, see Section 7.5).

MMS in 1610-1626.5 MHz and 2483.5 - 2500 MHz bands 

The ECC agreed to authorise WG FM to proceed with the amendment of Decision ECC/DEC/(09)02 on the basis of the ECC Report 171/ The ECC also decided to send letter to FCC requesting to take appropriate actions to eliminate the harmful interference caused by MSS unwanted emissions to RAS (see Section 7.6).

169 MHz Decision

The ECC noted that WGFM adopted draft CEPT Report 43 for the public consultation with the duration of 4 months and endorsed the action taken by WG FM (see Section 12.1).
RIS Template

The ECC draft Internal ECC Report on “Implementation of the RIS template” prepared by  WG RA and adopted some recomendation for ECC entities on RIS Template usage (see Section 7.9).
Other issues

Withdrawal of ECC Recommendation (06)05 

The ECC agreed to withdraw Recommendation ECC/REC (06)05 (see Section 7.2).
Closure of WG RA and updating WGFM ToR 

The ECC approved changes to WM with respect to amending ToR of WGFM and ECC PT1 by including questions covered previously by WGRA (see Section 5.2).

Procedure for new work items in the ECC and its subordinate groups

The ECC agreed the following procedure for adopting new work items (see Section 5.3):

· the minutes of the relevant meeting deciding a new WI shall contain the list of supporting Administrations (WM §1.1) and a link in the WPDB shall refer to the relevant section in the minutes (these rules cannot be applied to WI resulting from external commitments like MoUs or LoUs; or requests among subordinate entities); 

· subordinate groups may nominate rapporteurs for certain WI. If nominated, the rapporteur’s name shall be included in the WPDB;

· if problems with the distribution of work in a WG are identified, the relevant Chairmen are invited to bring their concerns to the attention of the ECC SG.

Approval of changes to WM and RoP

The ECC approved the changes to RoP and WM and agreed on the inclusion of a reference link to the standard formats of ECC deliverables. The formats of ECC deliverables is decided to place at a single point in the website to assist working groups and project teams in document creation and handling due to better referential integrity of the source documents. Cosmetic (purely editorial) changes could be applied by ECO without the procedure needed for content change but the future substantive changes to the templates would be referred to the ECC (see Section 5.1).

Virtual participation EWM in the ECC

The ECC endorsed the Report «Implementation of virtual participation Electronic Working Methods in the ECC working process» prepared by WG RA and adopted the recommendations of the Report  on EWM for ECC entities (see Section 7.10).
Report from RSCOM, RSPG, TCAM and ETSI

The ECC noted the last activities within RSCOM, RSPG, TCAM and ESTI(see Section 8 and Section 9). 
ECC Templates and Style Guide

ECC endorsed the revised Style Guide (see Section 11.4 and ECC(11)085).


	Background:

	


Extracts from the

MINUTES OF THE 30th ECC MEETING

Kazan, Russia, 6th - 9th December 2011

The 30th meeting of the Electronic Communications Committee (ECC) was held in Kazan, Russia on kind invitation of the Russian Ministry of Communication and Mass Media.
...
4 Draft ECC Decisions
...

4.1 Final Approval of draft amended ECC/DEC/(02)05 on “The designation and availability of frequency bands for railway purposes in the 876 - 880 MHz and 921 - 925 MHz bands” based on the results of the Public Consultation.

The Chairman of WG FM, Mr Sergey Pastukh (RUS), reported about the results of the Public Consultation on draft amended Decisions ECC/DEC/(02)05 and ECC/DEC/(04)06 and invited the ECC to approve these draft amended ECC Decisions (Annex1 and Annex2 to ECC(11)058R2). The intention of the amendments relates to the inclusion of references to the new ECC Report 162 into the ECC Decisions. There were no comments received during the consultation period, except for the support of one Administration. 

The ECC approved the amended ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(02)05 (ANNEX05) and tasked the Office to publish it.

The ECC Chairman stressed that taking into account the editorial nature of the amendments to this ECC Decision there is no need for administrations to reconsider the implementation of this ECC Decision. The Office was tasked to maintain the implementation status of the Decision. 

The Russian Federation informed the meeting that during this year this ECC Decision was implemented in the Russian Federation and with this information 27 administrations implemented this ECC Decision.

4.2 Final Approval of draft amended ECC/DEC/(04)06 on “The availability of frequency bands for the introduction of Wide Band Digital Land Mobile PMR/PAMR in the 400 MHz and 800/900 MHz bands” based on the results of the Public Consultation.

See section 4.2

The ECC approved the amended ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(04)06 (ANNEX06) and tasked the Office to publish it.

The ECC Chairman stressed that taking into account the editorial nature of the amendments to this ECC Decision there is no need for administrations to reconsider the implementation of this ECC Decision. The Office was tasked to maintain the implementation status of the Decision. 

4.3 Final Approval of draft amended ECC/DEC/(06)04 on the harmonised conditions for devices using Ultra-Wideband (UWB) technology in bands below 10.6 GHz based on the results of the Public Consultation.

The Chairman of WG FM introduced the amended Decision ECC/DEC/(06)04 which had been under public consultation. This ECC Decision had been supplemented by ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(06)12 on specific mitigation techniques for UWB devices operating in bands below 10.6 GHz. The content of ECC Decisions (06)04 and (06)12 had been merged in the amended version submitted to the meeting.

ECC Report 170, providing the relevant compatibility studies, has recently been adopted by WG SE.

The responses during the Public Consultation on the amended Decision ECC/DEC/(06)04 were provided by the Office (ECC(11)092) and had already been taken into account by WG FM. 

The draft Decision for final approval was provided by WG FM in Annex 3 to ECC(11)058R2. Now Annex 1 of the amended ECC Decision describes the general conditions, different technical requirements/mitigation techniques are described in specific Annexes to the Decision. The scope of the amended ECC Decision is now broader than the scope of the corresponding EC Decision (2007/131/EC, amended by 2009/343/EC).

The ECC approved the amended ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(06)04 (ANNEX07) and tasked the Office to publish it. Decision ECC/DEC/(06)12 was withdrawn.
The ECC agreed on a liaison statement to the EC (ANNEX08). ETSI ERM will be informed about the approval of the Decision trough a separate letter.

The Office was tasked to send a letter to all administrations having implemented the original ECC Decision asking them if they uphold the notification of implementation also for the amended ECC Decision.

A total of 20 administrations indicated their intention to commit themselves to implement this ECC Decision while 1 administration indicated not being able to implement the ECC Decision.

Statement Russian Federation:

The Russian Federation has informed the meeting that it would not be able to implement this Decision in the bands 3.4 - 4.2 GHz and 4.5 - 4.8 GHz since the implementation of mitigation techniques according to Notes 1 and 2 may not provide the protection of earth station in these bands.

4.4 Final Approval of draft amended ERC/DEC/(01)17 on “Harmonised frequencies, technical characteristics and exemption from individual licensing of Ultra Low Power Active Medical Implant (ULP-AMI) communication systems operating in the frequency band 401 - 406 MHz on a secondary basis” based on the results of the Public Consultation.

The Chairman of WG FM reported about the results of the Public Consultation on the draft amended ERC/DEC/(01)17 as presented in Document ECC(11)091. WG FM considered the comments received during the Public Consultation and agreed to change Decides 1 and to add a new Decides 4 in order to clarify the status of ULP-AMI. He invited the ECC to approve this amended ECC Decision. 

Sweden asked for clarification with respect to the new status of ULP-AMI resulting from the proposed amendments. WG FM Chairman clarified that ULP-AMI will be secondary to the meteorological radio services and should be protected with respect to the other SRD applications in the band 401 - 406 MHz.

The ECC approved the amended ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(01)17 (ANNEX09) and tasked the Office to publish it.

The ECC agreed on a liaison statement to the EC (ANNEX10). 

A total of 20 administrations indicated their intention to commit themselves to implement this ECC Decision while 4 administrations indicated not being able to implement the ECC Decision.

Statement of United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Sweden:

The United Kingdom, The Netherlands and Sweden are subject to the EC Decision on SRD, and therefore have to authorise ULP-AMI as an SRD. The ECC Decision requires that administrations protect ULP-AMI from other SRD and the only method to do this is to not authorise other SRD using the same frequencies. The Netherlands and the United Kingdom therefore cannot sign this ECC Decision.

Statement Russian Federation:

The Russian Federation is not in a position to implement this ECC Decision as the usage of ULP-AMI in the Russian Federation is limited to the band 402 - 405 MHz.

4.5 Final Approval of draft new ECC/DEC/(11)GG on the withdrawal of ERC Decisions ERC/DEC/(01)02, ERC/DEC/(01)03, ERC/DEC/(01)07, ERC/DEC/(01)10, and ERC/DEC/(01)16 based on the results of the Public Consultation.

The Chairman of WG FM reported that there were no objections or requests for changes received during the public consultation of draft new ECC/DEC/(11)GG on the withdrawal of five SRD-related Decisions (Annex 5 to ECC(11)058R2). WG FM invited the ECC to approve the draft new ECC Decision.

The ECC approved ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(11)05 (ANNEX11) and tasked the Office to publish it.

4.6 Final Approval of draft new ECC/DEC/(11)DD on “Exemption from individual licensing of digital terminals of narrowband or wideband PMR/PAMR/PPDR systems and free circulation and use of digital terminals of narrowband or wideband PPDR systems operating in the 80 MHz, 160 MHz, 380 - 470 MHz and 800/900 MHz bands” based on the results of the Public Consultation.

The Chairman of WG RA, Mr Stelios Himonas (CYP) introduced section 1.1 of ECC(11)059 and informed the meeting that the last WG RA meeting considered the results of the Public Consultation of draft ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(11)DD on “Exemption from individual licensing of digital terminals of narrowband or wideband PMR/PAMR/PPDR systems and free circulation and use of digital terminals of narrowband or wideband PPDR systems operating in the 80 MHz, 160 MHz, 380 - 470 MHz and 800/900 MHz bands”. During the Public Consultation, the Office received one response from Portugal. The main suggestion from Portugal was to introduce one new considering and amend decides 1 and 2 of the draft new Decision to cover DMO. WG RA debated the proposal and confirmed its previous decision, that the Decision should not cover DMO as not all CEPT countries use the same channels for DMO and therefore the frequencies actually used for DMO are not harmonized. 

He then invited the meeting to consider the draft new ECC/DEC/(11)DD shown in Annex 2 to ECC(11)059 for final approval.

The ECC approved ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(11)04 (ANNEX12) and tasked the Office to publish it.

A total of 20 administrations indicated their intention to commit themselves to implement this ECC Decision while 6 administrations indicated not being able to implement the ECC Decision.

Statement Belgium:

Belgium is not in a position to implement the ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(11)04 on “Exemption from individual licensing of digital terminals of circulation and use of digital terminals of narrowband or wideband PPDR systems operating in the 80 MHz, 160 MHz, 380 - 470 MHz and 800/900 MHz bands" as according our legislation we are obliged to make a difference between terminals used for public and private networks, as terminals in private networks are obliged to have a radiolicense. Belgium doesn't intend to change this policy.

Statement Germany:

Germany supports the conclusion which was drawn some time ago within ECC. Hence the authorisation related issues should also be covered by the ECC Decisions on the spectrum designation, but only if there is a request on that. In the point of time when the ECC Decisions on spectrum designation for PMR, PAMR and PPDR applications were developed or amended (ECC Decisions (04)06, (06)06, (08)05), there was no request at all to cover also authorisation related matters (within the responsible groups FM PT 38, WG FM, ECC plenary). There is no indication that this situation has been changed in the meantime.

It should further be taken into account that the development of ECC Decisions only covering authorisation related matters had been started within the former ERC many years before the R&TTE Directive was set into force. In those former times equipment licences were required in many countries for all types of radio equipment, including receivers. Those frame conditions have completely been changed in the meantime.

Statement France:

The R&TTE Directive is implemented in France and terminal equipment will operate under the licensing conditions in force in the relevant frequency bands.

Statement Russian Federation:

It is not possible for the Russian Federation to implement the ECC Decision fully and allow the free circulation of PPDR due to the usage of the related frequency bands for other than PPDR applications in the Russian Federation.

Partial implementation of the Decision, as to allowing the licence exception of PMR/PAMR/PPDR equipment can still be considered by the Administration.

4.7 Final Approval of draft new ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(11)FF on the withdrawal of ECTRA/DEC/(96)01 regarding a European Telephony Numbering Space (ETNS), the ECTRA/DEC/(96)48 regarding a European Telephony Numbering Space (ETNS) and the ECC/DEC/(04)07 on European Telephony Numbering Space (ETNS) Convention based on the results of the Public Consultation.

The Chairman of WG NaN informed the ECC that in the revised Universal Service Directive, which was to be implemented in national legislation by 25 May 2011, there is no specific predetermined role for the CEPT/ECC regarding the administration of the ETNS. The ITU-TSB Director also reclaimed the ETNS code 3883 as of 31 December 2010 (COM 2-1035-01/MJ - 9 June 2008). This implies that the three existing ECC Decisions on ETNS are without subject and they have to be formally withdrawn. Based on this background, WG NaN drafted an withdrawal Decision presented in Document ECC(11)072.

The ECC approved the ECC Decision ECC/DEC(11)07 withdrawing Decisions ECTRA/DEC/(96)01, ECTRA/DEC/(96)48 and ECC/DEC/(04)07 (ANNEX13) and tasked the Office to publish it.

4.8 Approval for Public Consultation of draft ECC/DEC/(12)AA on “Exemption from individual licensing and free circulation and use of terrestrial and satellite mobile terminals operating under the control of networks”.
The Chairman of WG RA introduced section 1.2 of ECC(11)059 and referred to the history of the development of the draft new ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(12)AA on “exemption from individual licensing and free circulation and use of terrestrial and satellite mobile terminals operating under the control of networks”, which was approved by the 24th WG RA meeting for Public Consultation. 

He then invited the ECC to decide on the next steps in relation to the review of ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(12)AA in the light of the objection from the United Kingdom, that was raised during the two-weeks pre-consultation phase.

The United Kingdom introduced Document ECC(11)070 explaining the reasons for their objection, suggesting that the issue could either be discussed at this ECC meeting, or referred to the relevant subordinate entity.

Following some debate the meeting invited the Chairman of WG RA to consult with all interested parties, aiming at agreeing to an acceptable text that could be sent to Public Consultation. The drafting group agreed to certain amendments to the draft text provided by WG RA and presented it to the meeting for approval.

The ECC approved the draft new ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(12)AA (ANNEX14) for Public Consultation. The duration of the Public Consultation should be three months.

In the cover note, the Office is invited to include the following text:

“The aim of this Decision is to reduce the number of Decisions on exemption from individual licensing and free circulation and use of terrestrial and satellite mobile terminals operating under the control of networks. The proposed approach which combines terrestrial and satellite terminals in a single Decision would need to be assessed by all relevant stakeholders. Comments are therefore, in particular, invited on the pros and cons of this approach”.

Statement of Portugal:

Portugal informed that they will have problems with the application of this draft Decision to one particular band mentioned in the annex 1, the band 1518 - 1525 MHz.

5 ECC Rules of Procedure and Working Methods

5.1 Final approval of changes to WM and RoP (ECC meeting Split)

After the provisional approval of the changes to RoP and WM at the #29 ECC meeting, the text had been made available as ECC(11)057 in accordance with RoP two months in advance of the meeting. 

The Director of the Office, Mr Mark Thomas noted that separate agreements by the ECC on changes to the RoP and WM (at this meeting) and on ECC templates (at the last meeting) needed to be brought together for presentation on the website. In other words, the example deliverables referenced in the WM needed to be presented in the new standard format, although of course the content should reflect what had just been agreed. Document ECC(11)086 asked for endorsement of the Office’s intention to take the appendices with the example deliverable format out of the working methods document itself, and place them at a single point in the website. This should assist working groups and project teams in document creation and handling due to better referential integrity of the source documents. Also cosmetic changes could be applied without the procedure needed for content change.
The meeting endorsed this approach. In response to interventions from France and the Director, the Chairman confirmed that future substantive changes to the templates would be referred to the ECC, and that the Office would deal with purely editorial issues.

Germany asked whether the Office would develop a standard template for contributions (to the synthesis of deliverables). The Director informed the meeting that a separate task was planned to improve the technical functionality of the templates, for handling of multiple contributions using diverse implementations of Microsoft Word.

The ECC approved the changes to RoP and WM and agreed on the inclusion of a reference link to the standard formats of ECC deliverables. 

5.2 Final approval of changes to the RoP and WM caused by the closure of WG RA

The Chairman of WG RA introduced section 5 of ECC(11)059 and presented the proposals by the Office that were approved by WG RA to amend the RoP/WM to implement the decision to close WG RA at the end of the year 2011 (after the expiration of the current chairmanship) and redistribute its activities to other ECC entities and the Office. These proposals, available more than two months before the meeting, are presented in Annexes to ECC(11)067. He also noted that the proposal by WG FM to amend its ToRs (Annex 7 to ECC(11)058R2) is already reflected in Annex 7 to ECC(11)059. 

The ECC approved the proposed changes to WM (ANNEX15) and RoP (ANNEX16) and tasked the Office to provide a consolidated version. 

5.3 Procedure for new work items in the ECC and its subordinate groups

The Chairman introduced the results of the ECC SG Think Tank discussions on the procedure for adopting new work items (section 4 of ECC(11)065). The ECC agreed with the suggestions of the ECC SG TT as follows:

the minutes of the relevant meeting deciding a new WI shall contain the list of supporting Administrations (WM §1.1) and a link in the WPDB shall refer to the relevant section in the minutes (these rules cannot be applied to WI resulting from external commitments like MoUs or LoUs; or requests among subordinate entities); 

subordinate groups may nominate rapporteurs for certain WI. If nominated, the rapporteur’s name shall be included in the WPDB;

if problems with the distribution of work in a WG are identified, the relevant Chairmen are invited to bring their concerns to the attention of the ECC SG, which will assess and consider the issues in accordance with RoP §5.3.

6 New mandates from EC

6.1 Guidance to CEPT regarding the fifth update of the technical annex to the SRD Decision

The ECC noted the guidance document (ECC(11)066) from the Commission on the fifth update of the technical annex to the SRD Decision. The Chairman of WG FM informed about the status of the work.

6.2 New mandate on Mobile Communication Services on Board Aircraft (MCA)

The EC Counsellor, Mr Andreas Geiss, introduced the EC Mandate on MCA (ECC(11)068) approved by RSCOM. This EC Mandate was assigned to ECC PT1 before this ECC meeting because a similar proposal had already been received at the last ECC meeting.

ECC PT1 took into consideration the available expertise of SE PT 7 on MCA issues and developed a roadmap accordingly to structure the work and the tasks in order to respond on time to the EC Mandate. 

ECC endorsed the roadmap without modification (ANNEX17). 

ECC PT1 informed the ECC of the work launched by correspondence in order to assess the feasible MCA technologies to be used in relevant connectivity bands, the controlled band and associated ground-based network technologies to be protected. France recalled that it should be more appropriate to focus on more suitable connectivity bands than 2.6 GHz frequency band. The frequency needs should be assessed.  

7 Decisions on ECC Decisions in progress, newly proposed or under review and other issues from the subordinate bodies

7.1 Actions taken by the subordinate groups on SDR/CR

The Chairman of WG RA introduced section 2 to ECC(11)059 and informed the meeting that the Rapporteur of WS_CG RA reported to the last WG RA meeting that the work will not be finalised by the end of the year and therefore it will continue in WG FM, as decided by the 29th ECC meeting. 

In order to enable the smooth transition of the work, WG RA sent a liaison statement to WG FM suggesting that the rapporteurs of the correspondence groups in WG FM and WG RA exchange information regarding the work that has been done so far and plan the next steps. On 8 November 2011, the Chairman of WG FM informed the Rapporteur of WS_CG RA that WG FM agreed with this proposal and invited him to continue to coordinate the work on database issues within WG FM, in cooperation with the Coordinator of the correspondence group in WG FM.

The Chairman of WG FM informed that the result of the questionnaire on PMSE protection in case of introduction of white space devices (WSD) in the UHF band will be assessed by CG CRS of WG FM and become available in April 2012.

The Chairman of WG SE informed the meeting about the progress made by SE PT 43 on the WI SE43_2 (Further definition of technical and operational requirements for the operation of white space devices in the band 470 - 790 MHz). He highlighted that WG SE agreed that the SE PT 43 output material would consist in a new report complementary to ECC Report 159 following the issues of Chapter 11 of ECC Report 159 (excluding the geo-location part) and in a new report devoted purely to geo-location issues relevant to WSD deployment in the band 470 - 790 MHz. It was highlighted that the plan is to have the SE PT 43 outcome ready for Public Consultation at the next WG SE meeting in March 2012 with a publication expected for the WG SE meeting in September 2012. 

WG SE completed its consideration of the issue of WSD interference into cable head-end receivers in the band 470 - 790 MHz and sent the results to ETSI. The outcome is that the protection of cable head-end receivers within the broadcasting service area might be covered in a similar way as it was done for residential receivers in ECC Report 159. For cable head-end receivers outside the broadcasting service, WG SE concluded that, in line with the guidance from the 29th ECC meeting, this case is a national issue that needs to be addressed by an administration concerned if it so wishes. 

The United Kingdom presented ECC(11)INFO016, containing a set of slides which the United Kingdom presented to a workshop that was organised by the European Commission on “Software Defined Radio and Cognitive Radio standardisation”. The slide set gives an update on United Kingdom activities regarding the possible introduction of White Space Devices in the 470 - 790 MHz through the use of Geo-Location databases. It also gives some views on what areas the United Kingdom think needs to be addressed going forward with regards standardisation activities.

There was some discussion around the information provided in the slides set that the United Kingdom may publish a Voluntary National Specification (VNS) and how this would impact on the role of ETSI going forward with respect to possible harmonised standards activities. The Russian Federation indicated that they were of the view that the development of ETSI standards reflected on slide 24 of ECC(11)INFO016 is rather slow process and this could create difficulty for implementation of CRS in CEPT countries. With this respect the Russian Federation asked if the United Kingdom see the possibility to implement WSD in UHF band without relevant ETSI standards. It was also mentioned that any development at national level should be done without contradiction with EC Directive 98/34/EC.

The United Kingdom indicated it was their preference to have an approved ETSI harmonised standard in place by the time they have completed their legislative process in order to introduce WSD in the 470 - 790 MHz but they are signalling now that they would be prepared to publish a VNS if necessary. The ETSI representative informed the meeting that the timescales involved in publishing a new ETSI Harmonised standard could be as little as 4 or 5 months now that they have merged the one and two step approval process. 

In addition, Switzerland expressed concerns that products designed for the United Kingdom market may cause interference if placed on the market elsewhere within CEPT. They expressed particular concern over the need to protect licence exempt PMSE usage in some countries that may not be covered in the United Kingdom requirements. The United Kingdom explained that the intention behind the geo-location database was to produce requirements that would link the WSD location reporting to a national database for that given location before the WSD was allowed to transmit. If there was no database available within a particular CEPT country then it should be impossible for any WSD device to transmit in that country. 

It was also recognised that even though different CEPT countries may have different licensing and planning criteria with respect to the incumbent services in the 470 - 790 MHz band there was still an opportunity for CEPT to provide guidance on suitable harmonisation requirements. The Chairman requested that the information shall also be made available for further discussion in the CG CRS of WG FM.

The Office had been in an intensive dialogue with the ‘COST TERRA’ project, which had led to a proposal for a second public workshop on cognitive and software defined radio. The ECC SG suggested that the liaison officer to TERRA, the representatives of WG FM and SE PT 43 and related ECO staff are requested to meet and discuss the issue of the proposed tentative workshop with TERRA.

The ECO had started its engagement with other parties (Chairs of FM CG, SE PT 43, and the ECC Secretary) to make this happen. A concept document was embedded in document ECC(11)073, but presently being updated. It was necessary to clarify responsibilities and expectations, notably in relation to the event’s outcomes and subsequent actions. At this stage an important issue to settle was the date; early in May, perhaps the same week as the Steering Group, was a prime candidate. The ECC welcomed the initiative to organise another workshop on CR at this point of time. It was suggested to consider inviting speakers from other EU funded projects, e.g. QOSMOS or QUASAR as well as investigating representation from IETF-PAWS. 

France indicated that the ECC should maintain control of the follow-up to the workshop. The Chairman agreed, with the qualification that that only extends to issues under ECC responsibility.

7.2 Proposal to withdraw ECC Recommendation ECC/REC (06)05

The Chairman of WG FM informed the meeting that during the last ECC meeting the proposal of WG FM to withdraw ECC Recommendation (06)05 was not agreed as concerns were raised by one administration. WG FM considered the issue at its last meeting in October 2011 and agreed that the Recommendation can be withdrawn.

The ECC agreed to withdraw ECC Recommendation ECC/REC (06)05. 

7.3 Proposal to amend ECC/DEC/(05)01 on the use of the band 27.5 - 29.5 GHz by the Fixed Service and uncoordinated Earth stations of the Fixed-Satellite Service (Earth-to-space)

The Chairman of WG FM informed the meeting that in response to a questionnaire regarding the FS use of the band 28.8365 - 28.9485 GHz 42 answers of CEPT administrations were received. He also stressed, in accordance with ECC’s guidance, that frequency-related ECC Decisions should also cover license exemption and free circulation aspects. Therefore WG FM proposed to revise ECC/DEC/(05)01.

A number of Administrations expressed concerns about possible changes to the band segmentation between FS and FSS in the band 27.5 - 29.5 GHz as this band is or will be extensively used by FS stations. These administrations suggested that the revision of this ECC Decision should not lead to additional restrictions to the existing or forthcoming FS. ETNO also informed the meeting that in accordance with the ECC Report 003 the use of the band 27.5 - 29.5 GHz by FS is growing. 

Other administrations supported the proposal of WG FM to revise Decision ECC/DEC/(05)01 taking into account not only license exemption and free circulation aspects but also the result of the questionnaire.

After some further discussion ECC endorsed the proposal of WG FM and concluded that the revision of ECC/DEC/(05)01 should keep the high harmonisation level of this frequency band and the implementation status of the Decision.

The WI was supported by the Administrations of France, Germany, Luxembourg and the Russian Federation. 

7.4 Proposal to withdraw ECC/DEC/(02)01 on the frequency bands to be designated for the coordinated introduction of Road Transport and Traffic Telematic Systems

The Chairman of WG FM informed the meeting that WG FM had adopted a revised version of Annex 5 of ERC/REC 70-03 for Public Consultation. The scope of Annex 5 now covers Road Transport and Traffic Telematics (RTTT) applications including radar system installations to be used in ground based vehicles. For other SRD radar applications (e.g. non-vehicular surveillance radars, fixed infrastructure SRD radars) the provisions of Annex 6 of ERC/REC 70-03 should be applied.

The work on Annex 5 of ERC/REC 70-03 had also led to the proposal to withdraw ECC/DEC/(02)01.

The Netherlands asked whether the regulations currently covered by ECC/DEC/(02)01 are completely covered by Recommendation ERC/REC 70-03 . This was confirmed by the Chairman of WG FM. 

The ECC agreed to withdraw ECC/DEC/(02)01 and tasked WG FM to prepare an ECC Decision for withdrawal.

7.5 Proposal to develop a regulation for airborne UWB applications

The WG FM Chairman introduced a proposal for a new regulation for airborne UWB. This could be done either by means of a new ECC Decision or by a future amendment of ECC/DEC/(06)04 which currently excludes all airborne applications.

Germany indicated that it should be kept open whether a new ECC Decision or an amendment of ECC Decision (06)04 would be more appropriate. France emphasised that other concerned radio applications (aeronautical etc.) should be taken into account when developing a regulation for airborne UWB applications.

The outcome of the relevant compatibility studies is provided in draft ECC Report 175, developed by WG SE, which is under Public Consultation until 20th January 2012.

The ECC approved the development of a new regulation for airborne UWB applications (either new ECC Decision or amendment of ECC/DEC/(06)04).

The WI was supported by the Administrations of Austria, France, Germany, the Russian Federation and the Netherlands.

An ETSI System Reference Document, already adopted in 2009 is also available: ETSI TR 102 384 1.1.1 (2009-05), “System Reference Document, Technical characteristics for airborne Ultra-Wide-Band (UWB) applications operating in the frequency bands from 3.1 GHz to 4.8 GHz and 6 GHz to 8.5 GHz”.

7.6 Proposal to revise ECC/DEC/(09)02 on “The harmonisation of the bands 1610 - 1626.5 MHz and 2483.5 - 2500 MHz for use by systems in the Mobile-Satellite Service” based on the outcome of WG SE as described in ECC Report 171

The Chairman of WG SE informed the meeting about the publication of ECC Report 171 on “The impact of unwanted emissions of IRIDIUM satellites on radio astronomy operations in the band 1610.6 - 1613.8 MHz”. This Report provides results of measurements of IRIDIUM unwanted emissions falling into the radio astronomy band 1610.6 - 1613.8 MHz and it complements the already published ECC Report 112.

The Chairman of WG FM informed the meeting that ECC/DEC/(09)02 makes several references to ECC Report 112 in some considerings and decides, and that the data contained in ECC Report 171 suppresses the large measurement uncertainties appearing in ECC Report 112. ECC was invited to authorise WG FM to amend Decision ECC/DEC/(09)02 on the basis of ECC Report 171, namely on the impact of IRIDIUM unwanted emissions falling into the radio astronomy band 1610.6 - 1613.8 MHz. 

The ECC agreed to proceed with the amendment of Decision ECC/DEC/(09)02 on the basis of the ECC Report 171

The WI was supported by the Administrations of Italy, France, Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands and the Russian Federation.

On behalf of the Administrations of Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and on behalf of CRAF, Germany presented a proposal for sending a letter from ECC to the FCC (ECC(11)082R1) in order to request appropriate actions to eliminate the harmful interference caused by unwanted emissions of the current HIBLEO-2 system and to take measures to ensure that future new MSS systems will not cause such interference.

Some administrations expressed doubts that the proposed letter to FCC is a right way to discuss the interference issue as this issue is normally solved by ITU Member states and not by regional organisations like CEPT. 

After some further discussion it was decided to amend the proposed letter in order to avoid any overlapping with issues which should better be dealt on national level.

The ECC adopted the letter to the FCC (ANNEX18). 

The meeting also decided that the CEPT administrations will be informed after the meeting via ECC List B1 on the possibility to send individual letters to the FCC by using the example of Document ECC(11)082R1.

7.7 Proposed letter to EC and creation of a joint SE/FM ECO Forum on PLT

The ECC was informed by the Chairman of WG SE that a new Joint SE/FM Forum Group on Power Line Transmission (PLT) was established (http://www.cept.org/ecc/groups/ecc/wg-se/jfg-plt). WG FM and WG SE agreed on the Terms of Reference for this new FG. The FG will report to WG SE on spectrum engineering issues and to WG FM on spectrum management issues.

On this basis WG FM proposed to inform the EC in order to exchange views on how the PLT issue can be commonly handled in a satisfactory way so as to ensure the protection of the radio services.

The EC Counsellor appreciated this initiative and highlighted that PLT is a standardisation related issue.

Germany proposed a slight amendment of the draft liaison statement as provided by WG FM.

The meeting approved the liaison statement to the EC (ANNEX19).

7.8 Proposal to revise Decision ECC/DEC/(08)08 on GSM on board vessels 

The Norwegian Administration proposed in Document ECC(11)078 to consider a possible revision of ECC/DEC/(08)08 in order to add UMTS and LTE, for 900 MHz, 1800 MHz and 2.1 GHz. It was highlighted that most cruise ships and a majority of larger ferries have GSM deployments today and passengers, as well as crew, are now accustomed to the fact that they can use their phones and handsets aboard. There are several international mobile operators serving the cruise, ferry and merchant marine markets with MCV (GSM) services today. Most of these MCV operators are under pressure from the market to upgrade their 2G networks to 3G and LTE.

Before taking a decision on the issue, it was suggested that more information from the market is needed in order to decide the next steps. 

ECC tasked ECC PT1 to develop a relevant questionnaire, collect and analyse the responses and make proposals to a future ECC meeting.

7.9 Use of the RIS template in ECC deliverables

The Chairman of WG RA introduced section 3 of ECC(11)059 and the draft Internal ECC Report on “Implementation of the RIS template” (Annex 4 to ECC(11)059). This internal Report is based on the feedback of the three year trial period for RIS model implementations within ECC. It includes a “Guide for the usage of the Radio Interface Specifications template within the ECC” (Annex 3 to the Internal ECC Report). This guide is based on the original RSC/TCAM guide for the RIS model (ECC(08)038) and includes clarifications on issues identified during the trial period. The clarifications concern the following topics/fields of the template:

instructions for BEM type of deliverables

the authorization regime field

the frequency planning field.

He then invited the ECC to consider the draft Internal ECC Report on “Implementation of the RIS template” for adoption. 

The ECC endorsed the Report and adopted the following recommendations: 

(1)
The ECC entities developing new deliverables will continue to provide draft RIS model implementations of these deliverables. However, for existing ECC deliverables that are reviewed, the responsible ECC entity will decide whether to translate them into the RIS model. Furthermore, ECC Recommendation 70-03 will be kept in the format chosen by the responsible entity.

(2)
These RIS model implementations shall be in accordance with the “Guide for usage of Radio Interface Specifications template within the ECC”, which will be made available on the Office website.

(3)
These RIS model implementations will be forwarded to and validated by (checking for compliance with the Guide) the EFIS-MG. 

(4)
Recognizing that the prime aim of developing RIS implementations within CEPT is precisely to facilitate the work of administrations when declaring into EFIS their new radio interfaces, the effective benefits from using existing RIS implementations shall be assessed by the EFIS-MG based on information collected by the Office. 

7.10 Implementation of virtual participation EWM in the ECC

The Chairman of WG RA introduced section 4 of ECC(11)059 and the draft Internal ECC Report (Annex 5 to ECC(11)059) on “Implementation of virtual participation Electronic Working Methods in the ECC working process”. The Report is based on the analysis of the data received during the two year trial period and deals with the 3 virtual participation EWMs: Web-meetings, Virtual participation in physical meetings and Webinars. The Report is based on feedback from 72 virtual meetings (including webinars) during the trial period. He highlighted the advantages and limitations concerning the use of these EWMs that were identified during the trial period and presented the recommendations of the Report. 

He then invited the ECC to consider the draft Internal ECC Report on “Implementation of virtual participation Electronic Working Methods in the ECC working process” for adoption.

The ECC endorsed the Report (TEMP16R1) and adopted the recommendations of the Report (with minor amendments) as follows:

1. Web-meetings, webinars and virtual participation in physical meetings should, where appropriate, be used by ECC entities taking into consideration their individual advantages and limitations. Therefore, these EWMs need to be recognized as complementary ECC working arrangements, in addition to the traditional working arrangements.

2. The “GoToMeeting” software platform for the implementation of the three virtual participation EWMs seems to be suitable. It is therefore suggested that the “GoToMeeting” software platform is adopted by the ECC and its member administrations. 


3. In implementing the three virtual participation EWMs, ECC entities should be advised to apply the following:

Web-meetings should be used as much as possible by ECC entities of lower level (i.e. small project teams and correspondence groups) where final decisions are not taken. To achieve an efficient web-meeting, the number of its participants should not exceed 10-12, with 25 being the maximum technically possible with the GoToMeeting platform, while the duration of a web-meeting should not exceed 2 hours. In some special cases, where the number of participants is small and the agenda is not wide in scope, the duration of a web-meeting could be longer than the recommended maximum and the meeting can still be effective. Web-meetings should not substitute physical meetings where ECC deliverables and other high-level documents are approved.

Virtual participation in physical meetings should only be used on an ad-hoc basis and for specific agenda items, preferably by small-size ECC entities, at the discretion of the chairman of the ECC entity, to facilitate the participation of a very small number of (usually key) contributors to the working process, who cannot attend the meeting physically.

Webinars should be considered for seminars, including training events, in order to encourage wider participation. Technical issues related to the organization of webinars (see “ECO Guidelines on EWM”) should be considered well in advance. Also, webinars should be well publicised; announcements on the ECC website and circular e-mail letters could be used to inform the target audience of webinars. In considering whether to organize a webinar, due regard should be given to the likelihood of discouraging physical attendance.

4. The Office should continue monitoring the use of the three virtual participation EWMs by ECC entities. The Office should review its guidelines on EWM against the practical recommendations on the application of the three virtual participation EWMs included in Annex 2. It should also exchange experiences with other sister-organisations (like ETSI) and follow the developments in the software market allowing for virtual meetings and further develop the “ECO Guidelines on EWM”, as needed. The Office should continue reporting to the Plenary on the progress with the implementation of EWM and seek guidance when necessary.

The Director of the Office summarised, based on Document ECC(11)087 the progress which the Office had made across a range of electronic facilities aimed at widening the options available to ECC's Working Groups and Project Teams to improve their working efficiency. Much of this focused on electronic working arrangements relating to meetings, including some updated guidelines. Also, a new guide had been produced for the website, and the internal procedures for managing the eco-Forum had been changed slightly to improve the Office’s responsiveness to the requirements; this was particularly prompted by the introduction of Forum Groups, with a possible concomitant increase in demand. The messaging system for CEPT delegations at major conferences is being upgraded in time for the 2012 WRC.

The ECO Director drew particular attention to the options becoming available for virtual participation. He reported that in the previous week, the Office had set up and trialled a more comprehensive arrangement in its meeting room during the Com ITU meeting. This offered two remote participation options for which some very positive feedback had been received. One element was the ability to watch and listen to proceedings in high video and audio quality, the other was to manage active participation by remote participants, including the ability to make meaningful interventions. The latter required additional effort to achieve a satisfactory result, notably a dedicated assistant to manage remote interventions.

The Chairman of COM ITU, Mr Anders Jönsson (SWE), reported that a questionnaire exercise was evaluating the experience of the previous week, but that the Committee had in any case decided to use these facilities for its meetings next year. The use of video was helpful, at least as a backup to audio and web-projection of the current document. The remote participants had not been particularly active, mainly because they had fellow administration delegated in the room through which they could generally channel their observations. He also commented that the ECO should evaluate more closely the alternative use of the ‘Adobe Connect’ product, to harmonise with the ITU, and as it was less dependent on having administrator rights on the PC.

France appreciated the electronic tools available and provided by ECO, but advised caution on the speed and process of their further development and application. Mixed participation (physical and virtual) is challenging and should be considered carefully even in ECO premises where rooms facilities may differ. France recalled that ECO could also benefit from the feedback from ETSI due the usage of same web meeting tool: GoToMeeting. 

In response to a question from the Chairman, the Office Director confirmed that the new facility trialled at ComITU is only available at the Office premises for the time being. As for the tool used, the GoToMeeting system was used also by ETSI, with whom more overlap had been relevant than with ITU. The implications of a change of system (or addition of a 2nd system) would need proper evaluation and a business case to justify it.

7.11 Information on the spectrum requirements for Broadband DA2GC

ECC had tasked WG FM to consider the spectrum requirements for Broadband DA2GC systems. WG FM had already provided its preliminary considerations to the #29 ECC meeting in June 2011 (section 8.10 of ECC(11)055).

The WG FM Chairman confirmed the view already provided to the ECC, hence paired spectrum of 2 x 10 MHz for FDD operation is considered necessary to cope with short- to medium-term demand. Unpaired spectrum for TDD operation (20 MHz) would also be an option, but system performance would slightly suffer due to guard time intervals required for large cell sizes. Furthermore, it might be more complicated to identify a contiguous block of 20 MHz for TDD operation.

According to the WG FM conclusions, the amount of spectrum is considered independent from the number of system proposals.

During the discussion, some Administrations expressed the view that the amount of spectrum cannot be fixed in this point in time. However, other delegates had the view that WG FM and WG SE need to know the spectrum demand in order to proceed with their activities based on already agreed work items.

The WG FM Chairman further informed the meeting that also the candidate bands had been considered again. The number of candidate bands had been reduced. WG SE is currently studying the “Category 1 bands”.

Sweden proposed that a questionnaire should be developed by WG FM in order to analyse the interest on Broadband DA2GC systems within CEPT because, from Sweden’s point of view, only a limited number of administrations are currently interested in that matter and satellite solutions are also available. This proposal was not supported by the meeting.

WG FM had also informed ETSI regarding the alternative system proposal as decided by the ECC SG prior to the #29 ECC meeting. WG FM had concluded during the last meeting that it is preferable to receive also a System Reference Document from ETSI, describing the alternative system, providing a consolidated ETSI view and making available the full system requirements to WG SE.

The German administration informed the meeting that ETSI had adopted a new work item during its latest TC ERM meeting in October 2011 on the development of a new System Reference Document on a “Broadband Direct-Air-to-Ground Communications System employing beam forming antennas, operating in the 2.4 GHz and 5.8 GHz bands”.

The Chairman of WG FM informed the meeting about the development of a new ECC Report on Broadband DA2GC systems. All relevant aspects will be described in this new Report, including the descriptions of the different systems which are proposed and also a description of the differences to satellite based systems providing broadband links to planes.

Finally the meeting noted the information on the spectrum requirements as provided by WG FM and invited WG FM to continue its work on the Broadband DA2GC subject based on the current assumptions. Those administrations interested to further discuss the spectrum demand or other related issues were invited to provide their views in detail to WG FM or directly to the relevant Project Team. 

Statement Sweden:

In order to conclude on the DA2GC task, Sweden believes it is important to thoroughly reflect on such key elements as alternative available services, e.g. within the satellite sector, and to consider/assess the advantages and drawbacks of the introduction of a new specific service.

7.12 Information and guidance on the use of BEM’s in the draft amended ECC/DEC/(06)01 on “Harmonised utilisation of spectrum for MFCN including terrestrial IMT systems operating within the bands 1900 - 1980 MHz, 2010 - 2025 MHz and 2110 - 2170 MHz”

The Chairman of ECC PT1 provided the ECC with a revision of ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(06)01 (Annex 3 to ECC(11)63R1) including BEMs for the 2 GHz FDD bands only as a result of recent activity. 

ECC noted that:

This deliverable includes only the technical conditions for the FDD frequency arrangement of the 2 GHz band for Base Stations (Annex 2 of the revised ECC Decision). These technical conditions reproduce elements included in CEPT Report 39. 

The harmonized frequency scheme has been updated and includes, in particular, the block edges nearest the extremity of the edges of the frequency bands (see Annex 1 of the revised ECC Decision) so as to make the corresponding technical conditions bandwidth-independent. MFCN with bandwidths larger than 5 MHz can then be encompassed.

Technical conditions for terminal stations for the FDD frequency arrangement have not been included in the current draft revision of ECC/DEC/(06)01 as these conditions are managed by standardization bodies.

Technical conditions for the unpaired bands have not been included at this stage for a number of reasons detailed in Annex 4 of the ECC PT1 progress report. 

ECC endorsed the justifications from ECC PT1 in relation with the above approach (Annex 4 to ECC(11)63 R1) and, due to the current uncertainty for the future usage of unpaired bands (see section 7.14). 

The ECC tasked ECC PT1 to revise the ECC regulatory framework for the paired bands (1920 - 1980 MHz / 2110 - 2170 MHz) only.

7.13 BEM modifications for 3.4 - 3.8 GHz

The Chairman of ECC PT1 introduced Annex2 to ECC(11)063R1 informing the ECC that the BEMs contained in ECC Recommendation (04)05 are not suitable for the introduction of MFCN systems within 3.4 - 3.8 GHz (particularly for systems with large bandwidths, e.g. 20 MHz) due to a number of reasons. In particular, the existing 3.5 GHz BEM is justified where there is no commonly agreed frequency arrangement and maximum flexibility is needed (for Broadband Wireless Access deployments). When harmonized frequency arrangements are available and adopted, there is no need for the unnecessarily tight BEM. 

ECC endorsed this analysis and the relevant reasoning. 

In accordance with ECC/DEC/(11)06, the BEM should be adjusted to the more relaxed conditions in order to facilitate affordable equipment, maximize the spectrum efficiency (e.g. by reduced guard bands) and thus maximize the usable amount of spectrum. The ECC noted that ECC PT1 already launched the work to update the BEM accordingly.

The ECC noted also that the current BEMs contained in ECC Recommendation (04)05 are included in the European Commission Decision 2008/411/EC. In consequence, the ECC agreed to inform the European Commission on the results of the analysis on the non-suitability of these BEMs for the introduction of MFCN systems within 3.4 - 3.8 GHz and on the harmonized frequency arrangements to support the development of MFCN with larger bandwidth in those bands in response to high broadband mobile requirements (see ECC/DEC/(11)06). 

The ECC agreed on a liaison statement to the EC (ANNEX20). 

7.14 Unpaired bands (1900 - 1920 MHz, 2010 - 2025 MHz) issue

ECC PT1 recalled to ECC the reasons to not add in the revised ECC/DEC/(06)01 BEMs for terminal and base station equipment in the unpaired bands (Annex 4 to ECC(11)63R1), and in particular highlighted the following issues:

ECC PT1 had considered with no success to implement the uplink-only option in the band 1900-1920 MHz and to pair it with a downlink band: 2010 - 2025 MHz (5 MHz would be missing), 2090 - 2110 MHz, 2600 - 2620 MHz. This was previously reported and endorsed by ECC. In a reasonable time frame, ECC PT1 is ready to investigate any proposal from WG FM on further opportunity to pair one of these unpaired bands (1900 - 1920 MHz / 2010 - 2025 MHz) and, in particular, the 1900 - 1920 MHz with another band than those already investigated by ECC PT1.

ECC PT1 had also discussed the possibility of the potential use of the unpaired band by low power applications and invited WG FM to give its opinion on that possibility.

ECC PT1 noted that new band-sharing concepts/techniques which may be relevant to ECC PT1, where currently investigated by WG FM (e.g. ASA). 

The WG FM Chairman informed the meeting that a correspondence group on possible alternative usage of the unpaired bands was established based on an invitation by ECC PT1 and invited the ECC to consider the results of the CG activity as presented in Annex 9 to ECC(11)58R2.

The WG FM Chairman indicated in particular that the CG was not able to identify alternative bands to pair the unpaired 2 GHz bands at this point in time. Concerning the possibility to pair the band 1452 - 1492 MHz with the unpaired 2 GHz bands, it is advisable to wait for the results of FM PT 50 (September 2012) before taking any decision. He also presented some candidate alternative uses for both unpaired 2 GHz bands by Broadband DA2GC systems, SRDs and PMSE applications and Ad-hoc PPDR networks.

ECC PT1 reported also on recent activities on the 2 GHz unpaired issues in Annex 7 to ECC(11)63R1. Concerning low power TDD and Mobile Downlink only operation in the unpaired bands, the ECC recognised that the current framework already provides for such development without any implementation of systems. However, the ECC expressed some doubts on the feasibility of these options due to the low level of support received during the recent debates.

According to the common usage scenario that could be finally agreed, the ECC agreed to revisit the usage assumptions for the two unpaired bands in order to identify the optimum technical conditions for each band. The ECC noted the DECT coexistence issue at 1900 MHz band mentioned by ECC PT1. This issue should be considered when developing the sharing conditions for the future usage scenario of the 1900 - 1920 MHz band.

The ECC noted also the on-going activities at European Union level (Public Consultation on 2 GHz unpaired bands, publication of a Cost Benefit Analysis, development of a harmonised framework for the 2 GHz band) and agreed to inform the European Commission on the results of the debate at this ECC meeting (ANNEX21). 

The ECC tasked WG FM to continue to explore suitable usage scenarios for these 2 GHz unpaired bands in close cooperation with ECC PT1 and to report to next ECC meeting.

The EC Counsellor noted that in many EU countries the rights of use would continue for another 10 years. This could make it difficult to change the use of the unpaired bands in the short term to totally different applications from a technical point of view. The Commission's aim in the draft proposal for a decision is to open up the unpaired frequency bands to other use (non-ECS), such as machine to machine communications, so as to facilitate actual spectrum usage, while the technical parameters of CEPT Report 39 would continue to apply.

7.15 Results of compatibility studies between radars and the mobile service at 2.7 GHz

The Chairman of WG SE informed about the approval for Public Consultation of the ECC Report 174 on the compatibility between the mobile service in the band 2500 - 2690 MHz and the radiodetermination service in the band 2700 - 2900 MHz. He summarized the results of the studies which have shown that there is potential interference from the mobile service to radar and vice versa depending upon the deployment scenario with factors such as frequency separation, relative antenna orientation, and distance. He also pointed out that interference may be less severe when realistic assumptions about propagation and equipment performance are taken into account. It was emphasised that the Report also provides a non-exhaustive list of possible mitigation techniques. 

The ECC discussed the potential follow-up actions on the issue, in particular on the potential need to have revisions to ETSI Harmonised Standards regarding requirements for LTE unwanted emissions. 

The ECC endorsed the WG SE view that there is no need to modify in the ETSI Harmonised standards applicable to the Mobile Service base stations the relevant spurious emission levels for the frequency band 2700 - 2900 MHz. 

Regarding the proposal to revise the spurious emission levels of the Mobile Service user terminals for the 2700 - 2900 MHz bands in the relevant ETSI Harmonised Standards, WG SE has currently not identified any evidence that they should be made more stringent. This would need to be further discussed at the next WG SE meeting, taking into account potential related comments delivered during the Public Consultation on the draft ECC Report 174.

The ECC approved a letter to the EC (ANNEX22) informing about the preliminary results of the study.

7.16 Abrogation of the activities to develop an ECC Decision on reserving the National Number Range 111 for Long Term European Harmonisation Purposes

The Chairman of WG NaN explained that till now, Europe has a lack of a consistent common approach and of long term view on the harmonisation of numbering resources. Initiatives were taken on an ad-hoc basis and if that approach would not be changed it will end-up in a situation, which will further deteriorate and all possibilities for harmonization will be definitively lost.

In the last WG NaN meeting it became clear that there was a lack of broad support for various reasons to proceed with the current text contained in the draft ECC Decision on reserving the national numbering range 111 for long term European Harmonisation purposes. In order not to lose momentum in harmonisation WG NaN will continue to explore other options.

The ECC decided to abrogate the activities to develop an ECC Decision on reserving the national numbering range 111 for long term European Harmonisation purposes.

8 Report from RSCOM, RSPG and TCAM

The EC Counsellor reported about the outcome of the recent RSPG meeting. Besides the election of the new Chairman, Roberto Viola, and Vice Chairman, Gilles Brégant, the meeting adopted two opinions (review of spectrum use, negotiations with third countries) for Public Consultation and two reports (shared use, broadband coverage). The Radio Spectrum Committee will discuss a draft Mandate on PMSE and a draft Decision on terrestrial systems provided ECS in the 2 GHz band among other things.

The informal negotiations on the Radio Spectrum Policy Programme (RSPP) have been concluded. The text of the RSPP was negotiated in trilogue meetings between the Polish presidency, the European Parliament and the European Commission. On 28th October, it was endorsed by the Permanent Representatives Committee of the Council (COREPER). On 10 November, the text of the RSPP was endorsed by the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) of the European Parliament. A final formal adoption of a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the first Radio Spectrum Policy Programme is foreseen in Q1 2012. The draft text of the RSPP is publicly available on the web site of the European Parliament.

On 10th October 2011 the European Commission adopted a Decision which would allow it to coordinate the efforts of EU Member States to accelerate the commercial deployment of pan-European Mobile Satellite Services (MSS) and, if need be, to adopt appropriate enforcement measures. 

On 16th December 2011, the Commission will host a workshop on shared use of spectrum in order to discuss the initial results of a study on this topic.

9 Report from ETSI

The ETSI liaison officer, Mr Marcello Pagnozzi, reported from the current work of ETSI in relation with the ECC work. He provided in Document ECC(11)093 information on recent activities from the technical organization grouped by clusters. Activities of the Technical Bodies M2M and RRS were mentioned as referred to in other agenda items. Information on past and future Workshops and events was also provided highlighting the 4th ETSI TC ITS Workshop 7th - 9th February 2012, Doha, Qatar, where ECC will also provide a speaker. ETSI also mentioned activities involving co-operation with Russia. Finally, ETSI also provided an overview on SRDocs and Standards in development and/or finalisation.

The Chairman of ETSI ERM provided a response on the revision of EN 302 288 for 24 GHz UWB SRRs (ECC(11)077), which was forwarded to WG FM. 

10 Work programme of the ECC and its subordinate bodies

No comments were made concerning the work programme of the ECC and its subordinate entities.

11 Matters related to European Communications Office, ECO

11.1 New website

The Director of the Office explained the programme of improvements, which the Office was now undertaking over a period of several months following the introduction of the new website. He emphasised that there was of necessity a management process to collating proposals for changes and implementing them. This had an iterative nature and approximately 4 cycles of changes were envisaged running through to the second quarter of 2012. He then drew attention to Annex B to ECC(11)088 which gave the main features of the ’Head of Delegation’ facility, and offered to make a presentation of it at the close of that day’s session. It was incumbent on the administrations to manage which people were head of delegation for which group. It would also enable administrations to manage their delegation participation more accurately, keeping it up to date.

11.2 ECO activities on Research Projects

Document ECC(11)073 reported in some detail on the Office’s further engagement with a small number of research projects which appeared to have a particular relevance to the ECC's work programme (the so-called ‘category one’ projects). These projects seem to have some interesting perspectives to offer, and they had been encouraged to participate more directly in the relevant project team work. The Office had concluded that the application of EWM would be a very useful tool in some cases.

The Office also proposed to include research into smart metering /grids to be given this ‘category one’ status.

A few projects had asked the Office to join their steering boards. Mr Thomas stated that he had discussed this with the ECC Steering Group. The Office would attempt to provide some limited input where relevant and appropriate, but would have due regard to the need to maintain neutrality between projects and concepts (not favouring a specific programme by association), the avoidance of indirect constraints on it or the ECC in its responsibilities (notably through non-disclosure agreements) and the practical constraint of resource availability for this type of work.

France presented Document ECC(11)083 and invited ECO and the ECC to mutualize the cooperation with research projects identified as category one by ECO. It was highlighted that the selection of the relevant European projects where ECO could be involved may raise some sensitive issue as level of involvement, risk of discriminations between research projects, resources (man days) to allocate, etc. It has been proposed to invite ECO to develop a proposal in order to organise once year a “research projects” workshop/seminar where ECO/ECC could present the main trends/results in spectrum regulation, Interested research projects (category one) could present their main results and ETSI its opportunities in standardisation (to bridge the gap between research and standardization).

Further to discussion, it was agreed that such principle should be reconsidered within ECC SG in order to assess its practical feasibility. 

11.3 Further improvements to EFIS

The Chairman of WG FM introduced the current status regarding EFIS. A draft ECC Report providing guidance on the interpretation of the ECC/DEC(01)03 requirements is under development within WG FM. 

WG FM had decided to develop an additional section for this new ECC Report containing a comparison on the usage of the EFIS terminology by different administrations including guidance and explanations on how to apply the terminology in particular for the applications section.

The WG FM Chairman also informed the meeting that the transfer of data from ECA to EFIS had been completed and that the data had successfully been transferred to the EFIS test system.

WG FM also decided that the EFIS MG will not be changed into a Forum Group.

Document ECC(11)089 outlined the Office’s plans for a further development of the EFIS system, following its amalgamation with the ECA table. This would enable non-regulatory information on the evolution of spectrum use to be collated at a single point which may be a helpful information source in considering the efficient overall use of spectrum at the pan-European level. The development would be made under the direction of the EFIS MG and WG FM.

The Director noted that the EU’s radio spectrum policy group had mentioned EFIS as a possible element in developing an inventory of spectrum use. However the current proposal was self- standing and any possible future synergies would be reviewed in due course when more was known about the objectives.

Sweden raised various questions about the scope of the proposal and questioned its cost effectiveness. Denmark observed that the ECO’s external costs and staff effort had recently been agreed by the ECO Council in any case. Sweden stated that its comments related also to the commitment required by administrations. Other interventions expressed that the effort required was modest and reasonable for such a strategically important facility.

In response to a further intervention from Sweden concerning the direct submission of the document to the Plenary, the Chairman observed that the ECC was in any case supposed to take a more ‘top down’ approach on this sort of issue, and the Director noted that to have taken the paper first to WG FM and EFIS MG would have delayed the consideration by the plenary to a time when it may not have been relevant.

Germany emphasised that useful information, e.g. responses to ECO questionnaires, are available but may be difficult to find some time after the discussions in the relevant groups. Therefore it would be very helpful to get access to such information for relevant frequency bands via EFIS.

The ECC decided that the proposal submitted by the Office should further be explored by the EFIS/MG. Also the possible impact on the costs (nationally and for the ECO) should be taken into account.

11.4 ECC Templates and Style Guide

Document ECC(11)085 proposed a revised version of the ECC Style Guide. From its work on the new style deliverable standard formats (or ‘templates’), the Office had identified that some changes would be necessary. It also took the opportunity to propose changes which reflected the overwhelming majority practice within the ECC in developing its deliverables. This particularly applies to number conventions. However, the substantive content of the Style Guide would remain largely unchanged.

The ECC endorsed the revised Style Guide.

11.5 2012 work programme to the Office

Document ECC(11)074 was provided for information. It gave a detailed analysis of the ECO’s work programme for 2012, which had been approved by the ECO Council two weeks previously. The Steering Group had considered and agreed a draft of this plan at the beginning of November, in advance of the Council’s meeting. This had substituted for the usual consultation with the ECC Plenary, which was necessitated by the relative timing of the relevant meetings.  Sweden welcomed the confirmation that consultation with the Plenary is the normal practice applied when it is feasible. 


12 Remaining issues from the CPG, WG FM, WG RA, WG SE, WG NaN, ECC PT1 (IMT) 

12.1 Draft CEPT Report 43 in response to the EC Mandate on the” Review of Commission Decision 2005/928/EC (169 MHz Decision) - the way forward”

The meeting noted that the Mandate to CEPT to undertake technical studies on the efficient use of the harmonised 169.4 - 169.8125 MHz frequency band was adopted by RSC as in document ECC(11)069. 

The Chairman of WG FM informed the meeting that in response to this Mandate WG FM at its last meeting in October 2011 having delegated authority from the ECC adopted draft CEPT Report 43 for the public consultation with the duration of 4 months. 

The ECC endorsed the action taken by WG FM.
...

13 Date and place of next meetings

The following meetings of the ECC are scheduled; the dates 2013 are provided to allow for long term preparation of the interested administrations:
	Date:
	Country:

	March 2012
	cancelled

	29 May – 01 June 2012
	Estonia: Tallinn

	30 October – 02 November 2012
	Lithuania: Vilnius

	March 2013
	[TBD]

	July 2013
	[TBD]

	November 2013
	Germany: [TBD]

	


The representative of the Estonian Administration, conveyed best regards from the Director General of his Administration and invited the ECC for May 2012 to Tallinn, Estonia.
The Representative of the Lithuanian Administration informed the ECC that his Administration finalized considerations on the invitation of the ECC in October 2012, which will take place in Vilnius, Lithuania. 

The Chairman expressed his appreciation for the invitations and invited the Administrations to consider invitations also for the future, including beyond 2013.
...
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