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Dear Gabrielle,

The CEPT FM Maritime Forum Group at its 2nd  meeting in Hamburg considered the draft ETSI TR 102 791 System Reference Document - SRD – Technical characteristics of wireless aids for hearing impaired people operating in the VHF and UHF frequency range. We note that the TR has since been approved for publication and provided to WG FM in FM(12)027 (23 March 2012), nevertheless the comments still hold.
The FM Maritime Forum Group notes that paragraphs 7.1.1, 8.1 and 8.2 of the above document propose the use of 156.4875 - 156.5625 & 156.7625 - 156.8375 MHz (Maritime) bands which are contained in Appendix 18 of the Radio Regulations.

CEPT FM Maritime Forum Group wishes ETSI to take the following into consideration:

· The exclusive allocation in the Radio Regulations in Article 5 of channels and guard channels for the Maritime Mobile Service for Distress and Safety should be respected. These are the VHF channels 16, 70, 75, 76.

· The present proposal includes channels which are for coastal use and, by national decision, may also be allocated for safety purposes. Given that:
· Maritime Mobile Service receivers, which includes the Port Operations Service, may be located ashore or at sea, and,

· the proposed equipment is portable. 

the proximity of such devices to MMS receivers cannot be excluded. The proposed use of other channels within the MMS should therefore be subject to careful assessment of sharing.

We kindly ask you to instruct ETSI ERM – TG 17 to take the above indicated elements into consideration during revision of this draft ETSI TR 102 791 SRdoc and kindly advise us about your plans for this work. 
Please also keep us aware of the progress.

Best regards,

Mr. Sergey Pastukh

Chairman CEPT WG FM
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