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Dear Sergey and Benoist
WGSE considered LS of the 12 May 2010 (SE19(10)038) on the use of the band 17.7-19.7 GHz for the fixed and possibly for the fixed satellite services requesting for the geographical distribution and amount of fixed links and on the channel plan(s). WGSE, based on the work of SE19, has approved for public consultation the draft ECC Report 173 which is a revision of the ECC Report 003.

The main findings are as follows:
The 17.7-19.7 GHz band has shown to be one of the most strategic bands for the FS deployment all over the CEPT. This was demonstrated by the fact that this band resulted to be in the “top 5 chart” of the FS Point-to-Point (PP) bands (both in 2001 and in 2010), being one the bands mostly used for mobile infrastructure growth, with a positive compound annual growth rate since the end of the 20th century.
The 17.7-19.7 GHz band has a PP channel plan well harmonized as 30 countries out of 48 have implemented the ERC/REC 12-03. This has also given administrations and manufacturers confidence of the market trend and has facilitated the growth. The survey made by SE19 indicated that in the 19 countries who responded since 1997, the number of links has passed from 14159 links in 1997 to 20775 links in 2001 to reach the amount of 51461 links in 2010. Overall, 28 countries who responded in 2010, reported 83000 links.
Administrations who responded to the survey indicated a clear trend to further growth for the 17.7 – 19.7 GHz band due to right balance between free space attenuation and frequency band channelisation dimension. From a Fixed Service perspective, the 17.7-19.7 GHz band is the lowest in term of frequency that has channels wide enough to deploy wide band links (27,5 and 55 MHz) necessary for the new backhaul and backbone network for broadband mobile. The propagation characteristics make this band attractive for sub-urban/rural links, as the other available bands do not allow such long hops length. 
WGSE noted that the band is a possible candidate downlink band for the FSS, and this means that the interference burdens are on the FSS side. However WGSE was made aware through the revision of the ECC Report 003 that the 10.7-12.5 GHz band which demonstrated a similar situation with the uncoordinated BSS earth stations that many CEPT administrations decided to stop the FS development to avoid interference problems with the BSS service. This is illustrated in paragraph 5.1 of the ECC Report 173 by a negative growth of FS in the 10.7-12.5 GHz bands.

In view of the above facts and taking into account the significant number of FS stations in the 17.7-19.7 GHz band, the administrations present in WGSE are of the opinion that the experience of the 10.7-12.5 GHz band should not be repeated for the 17.7-19.7 GHz band. This means that band segmentation, or uncoordinated receiving FSS-earth stations should not be allowed in the 17.7-19.7 GHz band.
Best regards,

Mr. Bruno Espinosa 

Chairman WG SE
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