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Dear Bruno, 

WGFM discussed the draft CEPT Report 43 and agreed to submit it to the ECC for final approval. The schedule and the coordinated review of the EC Decisions under the 169 MHz mandate as well as the fifth update of the technical annex of the EC Decision for SRD foresees that final results are needed until August 2012 to be able to finalize the work in the 169 MHz range.

In this regard, the initial conclusions from WGSE have been noted:

· To open band B for Smart Grid / Smart Metering and other LDC applications may be possible with a long term duty cycle; but then the risk of a permanent blocking by smart grid “Concentrators” needs to be avoided.

· The usage of ALD (Assistive Listening Devices) and Smart Grid/Smart Metering (with long term duty cycle) applications in band C maybe considered

· The deployment of Smart Grid/Smart Metering concentrators in band A could limit the value of band A for ALDs. 
WGFM would like to request the following additional studies from WGSE:

TASK 1:

· To define the precise LDC parameter set including a long term duty cycle to avoid interference. The draft CEPT Report 43 includes a list of LDC examples for some applications. This item is linked to the schedule under the mandated work and results are needed by August 2012;

TASK2:

· WGFM can give the following guidance regarding the further investigations on technical parameters and usage conditions in the frequency band 174-216 MHz (ERC REC 70-03 Annex 10 band d) which may allow the usage of hearing aids with 169 MHz in order to give a more robust environment and some additional frequency opportunities:

· Many administrations already allow the operation of ALD in all or parts of the 174-216 MHz under license-exempt conditions. 174-216 MHz is already included in ERC REC 70-03 Annex 10;
· The studies in WGSE should provide guidance to administrations under which conditions, adaptive ALD may operate in spectrum not used by the primary services. It is understood that the necessary technical parameters are already provided by ALD suppliers and included in the interim report from SE24;

· The technical characteristics of ALD transmitters for these studies are understood to be the same as for ALD equipment operating in the 169 MHz band and the equipment can operate over a tuning range covering the 169.4 MHz to 169.8125 MHz as well as 174-216 MHz range;

· ALD devices in this context are understood as Personal Hearing Aids systems.

Best regards,
Sergey Pastukh

Chairman WG FM

E-mail: sup@niir.ru 
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