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Results of questionnaire on 1427-1452 MHz and 1492-1518 MHz: Timing for availability and harmonisation for MFCN 
Respondents
The following 31CEPT administrations indicated in bold provided a response:

	Albania
Andorra
Austria
Azerbaijan
Belarus
Belgium
Bosnia Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy
Latvia
Liechtenstein
	Lithuania
Luxembourg
Former Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia (FYROM)
Malta
Monaco
Montenegro
Moldova
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russian Federation
San Marino
Serbia
Slovak Republic
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
United Kingdom
Ukraine
Vatican City




Summary of results 
1. Current usage of the frequency bands 1427–1452 MHz and 1492–1518 MHz  and timing for availability for MFCN 

Question 1: What are the types of usage(s)/application(s) in the 1427-1452 and 1492-1518 MHz bands in your country? 

The bands are mainly used for a mixture of fixed links (24 administrations) and military or other governmental use (16 administrations). 2 administrations have no usage in these bands. 
Fixed link usage includes both point-to-point and point-to-multipoint, and covers applications such as rural telephony, mobile broadband access and broadcasting. The intensity of fixed link usage is generally low - 2 administrations have no active licences and in general usage is reported as low with 10s of active links. However 2 administrations report higher numbers of links (France: 1600 links, UK: 850 links)
Information on applications and intensity of military usage is not widely available due to the nature of usage, however some usage is noted as fixed links and tactical links.
Some other individual applications in specific countries are noted, including civil radars in Italy, remotely piloted aircraft systems in France, telemetry for scientific balloons in Sweden, space operation earth stations in Germany, aeronautical telemetry in Ukraine.

Question 2: What is your timing to make the 1427-1452 and 1492-1518 MHz bands (or parts of) available for MFCN?

3 administrations indicate immediate availability, 4 administrations could make the bands available by 2018, and a further 3 by 2021. 10 administrations are considering the issue but have no decision or fixed timelines yet, while a further 10 administrations have no current plans to make the bands available for MFCN. Challenges noted include identifiation of targeted frequency bands for migration of existing usages including assessment of harmonisation opportunities, reorganization of the relevant rights within the NFAT, refarming process taking into account the duration of current authorisations, cross-border coordination issues and lack of available MFCN technology.

Question 3: Do you foresee that these current usage(s)/application(s) could co-exist with MFCN in the 1427-1452 and 1492-1518 MHz bands?

16 administrations believe co-existence is possible, 10 believe there will be a possible impact on the existing usage, and 5 are uncertain (of which 2 have no usage in the bands). Previous studies are cited as showing that co-existence would not be possible, as well as the fact that it would be difficult to obtain sufficient geographical separation to enable coexistence. .The need for further studies and co-ordination is also noted by administrations who believe coexistence is possible.

Question 4: Do you foresee any impact resulting from the usage of the 1427-1452 and 1492-1518 MHz bands in neighbouring countries? 

15 administrations highlight possible cross-border issues, 12 do not foresee any impact, and 4 are uncertain. Aeronautical telemetry in use in certain countries under RR 5.342 is noted as a particular area of concern by 6 administrations. Co-ordination between civil and military systems in neighbouring countries is also noted as a challenge.

Question 5: In case some existing systems need to be migrated before the introduction of MFCN in that band, have you identified relevant bands for their migration? If yes please provide details. 

5 administrations have identified possible migration bands. Slovenia plans to move P-P links in the guard bands and centre gaps of 5925 to 6425 MHz and 6425 to 7125 MHz in accordance with ECC/REC/(14)06. France has also identified these bands however has no current plans to migrate exsiting links. Finland has already migrated military usage to Nato harmonised bands at 2 GHz. Sweden is considering moving telemetry links for scientific balloons to the 2.3GHz range and military links below 1.4 GHz. Montenegro plans to migrate fixed links to 1518-1535 MHz.

13 administrations have no plans yet, 2 note that migration would be very difficult and a further 5 have no plans to migrate the bands so a refarming plan is not necessary.

6 administrations do not require a migration plan or do not see any difficulties in migration due to lack of or low levels of existing usage.

2. Timing for harmonisation of the 1427–1452 MHz and 1492–1518 MHz bands
The L-band offers worldwide harmonised contiguous spectrum in the 1427-1518 MHz band for mobile. The ECC#41 confirmed that it is appropriate to maintain a European leadership in L Band. In consequence, ECC PT1#52 informed ITU-R WP 5D that a SDL solution is supported for the future band plan in the 1427-1518 MHz frequency range for MFCN based on the following:
· It maximises spectrum utilisation
· It has the highest potential for international harmonisation
· It simplifies the coordination with countries not implementing MFCN in 1427-1518 MHz
· It is coherent with the already agreed EC/ECC framework for the band 1452-1492 MHz
· It provides flexibility to administrations due to inherent possibility to implement the band plan partially
· It delivers implementation and economic benefits, due to straightforward implementation in particular in the user equipment. This information sent to ITU-R WP 5D does not preempt the appropriate time schedule for the harmonisation of the frequency bands 1427 MHz - 1452 MHz and 1492-1518 MHz in CEPT.
Question 6: Taking into account the responses to the above questions, what is your view on the appropriate timing for the harmonisation of these frequency bands for MFCN? 

For the development of an ECC Decision, 7 administrations wish the development to start as soon as possible. 5 administrations wish to start development by 2017, 6 by 2018 and 1 by 2019. 12 administrations have no preferred timing. 

For the implementation of an ECC Decision, 1 administration wishes to see it implemented as soon as possible, 1 administration by the end of 2017, 7 by the end of 2018, 2 by end of 2019, 4 by 2020 and 1 by 2023. 15 administrations have no preferred timing.

Question 7: Do you have any requirements concerning the SDL band plan (for example: size of blocks, flexibility)? 

10 administrations list specific requirements. These mainly consist of a requirement of 5 MHz minimum block size, and compatibility with existing rules and band plan for 1452-1492 MHz. (This is also supported by several administrations who do not have specific requirements).

Other requirements include requests for coexistence studies with radio astronomy (<1427 MHz), and necessity for cross-border-coordination and protection of incumbent usage.
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Proposed next steps
· ECC to agree the below work item
· ECC PT1 to develop a new ECC Decision or revise ECC/DEC/(13)03 
· 
	

Reference

	Subject
	Scope
	Remarks
	Allocated
	Start
	End
	Triggered by
	ECO support (Y/N)

	Proposal: PT1_SWG_A_xx
	1 427-1 452 and 1 492-1 518 MHz:
Harmonised technical conditions  for the usage MFCN 
	ECC Decision on channelling arrangement (SDL band plan for 1427 – 1518) and least restrictive technical conditions (BEMs).
	This work item should also assess how to maintain flexibility.

Gathering information on the relevant timing for the harmonisation of these frequency bands and on their availability for MFCN will be helpful for the finalisation of the Decision  
SWG C will study BEMs 
This work should make the most benefit of the existing harmonization for the band 1452 - 1492 MHz.
	SWG A
	November  2016
	November 2017
	
 
	Y

	Proposal: PT1_SWG_C_xx
	1 427-1 452 and 1 492-1 518 MHz:
Technical Studies for the usage of MFCN
	Least restrictive technical conditions
	This work item will benefit from previous studies done (IMT/MSS) and regulatory framework. 
This work should make the most benefit of the existing harmonization for the band 1452 - 1492 MHz.
	SWG C
	November  2016
	November 2017
	
	Y
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